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Front Cover
Thanks to John Crane for this photo of
John & Kathy Humphreys beautiful
display outside their cottage on the
High Street.



Copy for the  September 2019
magazine to Wendy Stephens

email - swippets@hotmail.co.uk or phone 07986 557773

By 24th August

Editors Notes

www.northampton.minutemanpress.com

01604 493906

After a very busy July the summer has certainly arrived, and now the village
can take a deep breath, sit back and enjoy the holiday season. Many village
folk are busy planning even more events for next year, so much work goes on
behind the scenes, so if you would like to get involved please contact Sally on
01604 403027, all help welcome and gratefully received.
Remember to take your Ecton Bag with you to all your holiday destinations,
near or far, and take as many snaps as you can, we love to include them in the
magazine.
We still have lots going on in the village this month, with Ecton Fest, Ecton
Walks and more live music at the Three Horseshoes.
Stay safe.
Wendy

Where In The World Have You Been
With Your Ecton Bag? -

Many thanks to Revd. Jackie Buck,
who was captured in this snapshot
with her Ecton Bag at Exeter
Cathedral, while on holiday in
Exmouth.
Keep them coming!



Ecton Village News
EGO’s
If you haven’t already booked your place please let us know immediately if you are
coming to Bourton on the Water on 9th August.

Also: You may have noticed the sewage works have been smelling again lately. Please
remember to call Anglian Water so that they know how unpleasant it is.
If you detect a ‘Pong’ you suspect is from the Treatment Works,
please report it to Anglian Water on 08457 145 145 once a call is logged
they can deal with the problem and will report back to you.

Finally: If you want to get involved in planning a village event for VE Day next year please
let Sally know. 403027

Ecton Village BBQ
Many thanks to everyone who helped and supported this years Village BBQ, we made a
grand total of £690 for the Village Hall, Thanks again - Claire Reed.

The Ecton Educational Charity
This Charity was formed in 1992 when various small local Charities were merged by The
Charity Commission and part of it dates back to 1698, when Thomas Catesby
bequeathed land in Ecton, with the income to be used for the furtherance of Education.
This Charity is still available for young people in Ecton up to the age of 25 yrs and can be
used for the provision of financial assistance towards educational needs for the supply of
clothing, books, tools etc in the pursuit of a profession, trade or University, including
music and the arts.
Applications may be sent to David Dicks, Chairman of The Trustees, 40 West Street,
Ecton. The Trustees meet twice a year in April and November.

Ecton Short Mat Bowls Club    -    WANTED
Are you wondering what to do on a Thursday afternoon? Well, why not come and join
our Ecton Short Mat Bowls Club in the Village Hall between 2-4. You will be guaranteed a
warm welcome from our members. All equipment provided, we play with normal sized
Woods ( Bowls). With an annual subscription of £50 you could play 48 sessions for as
little as just over a £1 p.w. You will be given full instructions on the rules of play.
So, why not come and see us in action or contact me on 01604 407864 ( see index entry
in the issue) for more details.
Maurice Creed Chairman..........ESMBC

Ecton Parish Council
The next Parish Council meeting will be on the Tuesday 17th September at 7.30pm. at
the Village Hall. All are welcome to attend. You can obtain a full copy of the latest Parish
Council Minutes. Email: ectonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk



Ecton Walks - 2019

21st August  Long Walk - Brixworth
Meet at the Shrine at 9.30am to arrange lifts

As walks are sometimes arranged on an ad-hoc basis by email, let me
know your email address if you would like to be included.

Please do join us - you will be made very welcome. Lifts can be arranged
Contact Nigel Bond - 01604 948040 email: nigelbond@talktalk.net

Knit & Natter
Our next get together is on Wednesday 14th August between
2pm and 4pm. Come along to the church with your Knitting,
Crochet etc - or just come for a natter. Coffee or Tea, Cake
and Biscuits.
The following meeting is on 11th September - Second
Wednesday of the month



Ecton Services for August 2019
Date Time Type of Service Location
Sun 4th August. 10:00am Holy Communion Ecton

Revd. Jackie Buck
Sun 4th August. 4:00pm Praise and Worship Service Great Doddington
Tue 6th August. 10:00am Mid-week Communion Ecton

Revd. Jackie Buck
Sun 11th August. 10:00am Holy Communion Ecton

Revd. Jackie Buck
Tue 13th August. 10:00am Mid-week Communion Wilby

Revd. Jackie Buck
Sun 18th August. 10:00am All Age with Holy Communion Ecton

Revd. Jackie Buck
Tue 20th August. 10:00am Mid-week Communion Great Doddington

Revd. John Seaman
Sun 25th August. 10:00am Morning Prayer Ecton

Revd. Jackie Buck

Church Notices
Praise & Worship Service
Great Doddington Church

Sunday 4th August 4pm
Give Thanks to the Lord

All Welcome

Messy Church
No Meeting in August

Church Holiday Club
Monday 19th - Friday 23rd August     9.30am - 12 noon (1pm Friday)

Memorial Hall, Great Doddington
For more details please contact

Revd. Jackie Buck
01933 631232

Dogs in the Churchyard
Sadly there has recently been a number of incidents of dog fouling in the churchyard very
close to graves. The PCC feel this is disrespectful and has decided that dogs should now be
kept on leads and restricted to the paths. Notices will be placed on both gates. We would
really appreciate your help in implementing this.  - Joy Bond, Churchwarden.



Rector’s Letter August 2019

“The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden
of Eden to work it and take care of it” Genesis 2:15

This year we went to Exmouth, South Devon, for our holiday. While we were there we visited
some gardens, namely Bicton Gardens and Buckland Abbey. Both were beautiful, in their
own way. Bicton was very formal, with beds laid out in order and hardly a weed in sight.
Gardeners were busy hoeing and deadheading and the planting and colour schemes were
amazing. In contrast, Buckland Abbey, not to be confused with Buckfast Abbey, was more
informal, comprising an assortment of small gardens, often hidden away and surrounded by
stone walls. Shrubs had been given the freedom to grow where and how they wanted, the
layout was that of a cottage garden and the vegetable garden was something to behold. We
saw only two gardeners while there, both working on the vegetable patch and both very
relaxed in their work.
Both gardens were beautiful and very peaceful, in different ways, and while I felt more at
home at Buckland, Bicton certainly gave us pause for thought.
As many of you know, both Derick and I enjoy gardening and take great pleasure in working
in the Rectory garden, Derick even more so, since his retirement. But gardening shouldn’t be
all about work, so very often, Derick and will stop for a while and enjoy all God has created,
taking time out to simply be, to watch the birds and insects and to soak up some of nature’s
beauty, because as the saying goes “One is closer to God in the garden, than anywhere else
on earth”.
That said, we have been working hard in recent weeks to get the garden looking as good as
we can ready for the Open Rectory event which takes place on Saturday 10th August 2pm –
4.30pm. As well as enjoying the garden, which will certainly not be up to show standard, but
hopefully interesting and relaxing, there will be refreshments, various stalls, including a
produce and plant stall, and good company.
Do come along if you can, you will be made most welcome. Entry is free and money raised
will be split between the churches of Great Doddington, Wilby and Ecton.
Yours in Christ,
Revd. Jackie Buck

Bicton Gardens





Three Horseshoes - Events
August & September

Sun 10th August  Live Music - Will & Andy
Thurs 22ⁿd August  Open Mike Night
Thurs 29th August   An Evening with Graeme Crosby
Sat 7th September  Karaoke Night
Sat 14th September  Live Music - Loaded Six
Sat 21st September  Live Music - Thin Lizzy Tribute from Wigan!
Sun 22ⁿd September Live Music - Brighton Riot
Thurs 26th September Open Mike Night
Sat 28th September  Skittles Charity Night

     By Popular Demand We Will Open at 5.30pm on
  Wednesday & Thursday Evenings  & Open All Day Saturdays

       Bill’s Quiz Nights will finish end of May for the Summer
    there will be guest quizzes - 8.30 prompt….
     See Facebook for dates & details
   Pop in to the pub frequently to avoid missing something!
                The 3 Horseshoes Ecton on Facebook

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

EARLY DOORS -
DRAUGHT BEERS

STILL AT ONLY £2.75 !!

From  5.30pm - 7.30pm

Ecton Witches
Sylvia has kindly offered to host on
Friday 23rd August, 7:30pm at 8
Franklin Close.  As usual drop £5
round and bring a bottle of drink on
the night.  If anyone would like to
help by providing food please
contact Sylvia on 07971631635.
Please make sure you pay
beforehand so the right numbers can
be catered for.
Thanks Nicky, 07973 353498



• Free no obligation quote

• Fully insured

• The latest equipment

• Quick drying times

• Up to date training

• Friendly, reliable service

We also do • Rugs • Upholstery • Car upholstery

Contact Us

Web: www.cleanprouk.co.uk
Email: enquiries@cleanprouk.co.uk

Tel: 01604 217815
Mob: 07496 664 634



Enjoy a good walk or bike ride on 14th September.
Every year, Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust (NHCT), hold a
sponsored walk and cycle ride around the churches of the county. To be held
on Saturday 14th September from 10am to 6pm, you can get involved, either
as a rider/walker or as a volunteer to man Ecton church during the day. Please
contact Joy or Nigel Bond on 01604 948040 for details.
If you take part with Ecton as your base half of all your sponsorship will come
directly to the church. The remainder is used by NHCT to provide grants to
churches for essential maintenance work. We currently have an application for
a grant for the roof under consideration.

ECTON SAFARI SUPPER - Saturday 9th November
(in aid of Ecton Church Roof Fund & “Survivors of Modern Slavery”)
How does it work? All the guests go on safari, moving from house to house between courses.  The
evening will begin at 7.30pm as we all meet together in one house for a pre-dinner drink and
canapés.  Everyone then moves to different houses - with different groups of people - for each
course.  The evening will end with everyone together again for cheese, coffee and port.
Who can take part?  Everyone!  It’s a great way to meet friends and neighbours – particularly if
you are new to Ecton.

What do I have to do?  We do need people to host a main course or a pudding for 8 people, or to
bring a plate of canapés to the pre-dinner drinks house.  If you haven’t hosted before you’ll be
extra welcome!  It’s not a cookery competition – simple food is fine.  (There will be a financial
contribution for the food and wine).
We are also looking for someone to host the canapés at the start of the evening and the cheese
and port at the end.  Please let us know if you are able to help – we need a house that comfortably
holds approx. 80 people.
What does it cost?  Tickets are £18 per person (and we will be selling raffle tickets on the night, so
please bring some extra pennies with you!).
More questions or to book a place? Email (carolarmstrong1@gmail.com) or ring either Carol
(402907) or Caroline (07590 209311).

P.S. If you’re interested in organising the next Safari Supper, let us know and we can involve you in
this one to give you a head start!





PowerData Technologies

For all your small office &

home office needs

• Desktop Power

• Cable Management

• Monitor Arms

• Power Cables

• Data & Multimedia

Contact sales for more info

Tel: 01604 812004

Email: sales@powerdatatec.com

Web: www.powerdatatec.com



Have You Heard Of Vishing?
This warning comes from the Police and British Telecom and relates to
actions similar to phishing where rather than trying to obtain your
personal details by email the method used is phone scamming. Ultimately
they are trying to persuade you to transfer money or give away
confidential information.

Vishing is a risk to us all at home and at work. We need to be on our guard
every time we answer a call.  Please consider the following points:

If you are being asked to provide sensitive information or to complete an
action   -   STOP  and  THINK

Do you know this person and can you validate and check who they are?

Were you expecting the call?

Never share your payment or bank account details over the phone.

Check them out on an official company web site, and only call numbers
from websites you know are genuine.

Call a friend and speak to them before calling back or use a different
phone line to ensure the fraudsters aren't intercepting your outgoing
calls.

Don't be rushed, if they are genuine they won't mind you checking them
out.

Find out more from  Action Fraud.

PLEASE PASS THIS ADVICE ON TO YOUR FRIENDS AND CONTACTS

Neighbourhood Watch Message Sent By
 Ian Fearnley (NHWN, Administrator, Northants NHW)





Crossword design and construction: Alistair MacRae

Puzzle Page - August

Ecton Post Box Collection Times:

Post Box at Sunnyside:-

Monday to Friday 4:15pm and
Saturday 11:15am
Post Box at The Laurels:-

Monday to Friday 9:00am and
Saturday 7:00am

Free bus service to
Weston Favell Shopping Centre

Tues and Wed mornings.
Pick up - TWE bus stop - 9.48am.

Arrives at -
Weston Favell Shopping Centre - 9.55am.

The return bus - departs Weston Favell
Shopping Centre - 11.30am.

We are advised by Country Lion that
residents may need to please remind the
bus driver to turn into Wellingborough
Road and then into Northampton Road to
drop you off, as new drivers may forget as
Ecton residents don’t currently use this
service.

Please spread the word so residents use
this service.

Bin Collection for August & September 2019
Friday 2ⁿd August Black Bin Friday 6th September Green & Brown Bin
Friday 9th August Green & Brown Bin Friday 13th September Black Bin
Friday 16th August Black Bin Friday 20th September Green & Brown Bin
Friday 23rd August Green & Brown Bin Friday 27th September Black Bin
Friday 30th August Black Bin

Ecton Odours!
From time to time
we can experience
strong odours.

If you detect a ‘Pong’ you suspect
is from the Treatment Works,
please report it to Anglian Water
on 08457 145 145 once a call is
logged they can deal with the
problem and will report back to you.



TRADITIONAL BUTCHERS & FARM SHOP
SUPPLYING LOCAL PRODUCE TO THE PUBLIC & RESTAURANT TRADE

CHUTNEYS ● CHEESES ● BREAD ● PIES ● BEVERAGES ● EGGS ● FRUITS & VEG ● MEAT BOXES

PLUS A DELI COUNTER SERVING COOKED MEATS & MUCH MORE!

W H Thomas Butchers
Washbrook Lane, Ecton, Northampton NN6 0QU
Opening Times - Tue-Sat: 8am - 4.30pm
Sun: 10am - 3pm  Mon: Closed
T: 01604 811 004
E: whthomas_butchers@outlook.com

@WHTHOMASBUTCHER

W H Thomas Butchers Ltd

www.whthomasbutchers.com

An Idyllic Equestrian Centre in a Fantastic Northamptonshire Location.
Since the centre was established in 1984 we have provided superb facilities combined

with excellent tuition and customer service.

The centre caters for everyone from 2 years of age and from beginner level up to
and including intermediate levels. The team of instructors are mainly BHS qualified

or hold relevant and required equine qualifications. We take pride in the quality
of our horses and how they are looked after.

Our excellent facilities include a:
60 x 20m and a 40 x 20m All Weather Outdoor Arena’s plus a 40 x 20m Indoor Arena

all with automated sprinkler systems and graded daily to create the best possible
surface for horse and rider to enjoy. We also have a lunge pen, set of light weight Poly

Jumps, refreshments and function room including baby changing facility.

East Lodge Farm, Washbrook Lane,
Ecton, Northampton NN6 0QU
T: 01604 810 244  M: 07807 067 747

E: eastlodgefarmequestriancentre@outlook.com
www.eastlodgefarmec.co.uk

Opening Times
Tues - Fri         10:00 to 21:00
Saturday      08:00 to 17:00
Sunday      09:00 to 17:00



At Ecton Village Hall

Coffee and Friends make
the Perfect Blend!

First Friday in every Month
10am - 12 noon

Coffee / Tea  £1 Homemade Cake  £1

The aim of the Coffee Shop is to provide a facility where the village
community of all ages meet up on a regular basis. If you are new to the
village or haven’t been able to come before, please come along.
You will be assured of a warm welcome.

All proceeds to the Village Hall
Coffee Shop Dates for your Diary 2019

2nd August, 6th September, 4th October,
1st November, 6th December



Weston Favell Village

Footcare for the Elderly
Diabetic Foot checks/assessments

Treatment/Advice

Weston Favell Village

for  Skin and Nail problems
Foot and Heel pain



BUILDING CONTRACTORS LTD
Dovecotes, 5 Barton Fields

Ecton, Northampton,
NN6 0BF

Telephone 07802 836086
buildwithstones@aol.com



Crossword Solution  - August 2019

Explanation of Cryptic
Crossword Clues

Help Ecton By Shopping Online
Did you know that by shopping online at Ocado, Joules,

Tesco, Next and over 2,700 other retailers you can
support Ecton Village & Ecton Church?

When you want to buy something online, instead of going to the retailer’s website, go to
easyfundraising.org.uk and from there click through to the retailer’s page.

When you make your purchase the retailer will make a donation to your chosen cause.

There are lots of good causes you can support in this way including Ecton Village Hall  & Ecton Church.
So why not support our local good causes by shopping through easyfundraising.org.uk

For more information go to  www.easyfundraising.org.uk
and look at the “How it works” video.

Cryptic clues are usually made up of two parts, a definition
of the answer and a puzzle, such as anagram or a double
meaning or a hidden word, that leads to the answer.
Across

1 A linked clue. You have to solve one of them to get the
others. In this case the linked clues are 1 across, 1
down and 16 down.

11 Simple word association, a prime minister and a
garden that share a name.

15 Two definitions of the same word.
20 This is the Ecton clue. Anagram, alluded to by "crash".

The answer is 9 letters, the same as in "Scene of TT"
leaving "on the 11th" as the definition.

Down
1 A linked clue. You have to solve one of them to get the

others. In this case the linked clues are 1 across, 1
down and 16 down.

4 Two definitions of the same word.
5 Anagram, alluded to by "at sea". The answer is 11

letters, the same as in "sting up tree", leaving "Urchin"
as the definition.

6 Two definitions of the same word.
12 A homophone, alluded to by "sound of". The answer

meaning "Approve", the other meaning "climb"
15 Anagram, alluded to by "goes round". The answer is 5

letters, the same as in "Canoe", leaving "on it" as a
definition of sorts.

16 2019 is the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 mission.



All dates & times are subject to change - Please check details with event organisers.

What’s On in Ecton - September 2019 - May 2020
Date Time  Event Location

Mon 2ⁿd Sept  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 4th Sept 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 5th Sept  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Fri 6th Sept 07:00-  Green & Brown Bin Collection   - - - - -

Fri 6th Sept 10:00-12:00 Pop-Up Coffee Shop Ecton Village Hall

Sat 7th Sept 10:00-12:00 Tidy Churchyard Ecton Church

Sat 7th Sept  19:30--  Karaoke Night  Three Horseshoes

Mon 9th Sept  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 11th Sept  14:00-16:00  Knit & Knatter  Ecton Church

Wed 11th Sept 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 12th Sept  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Fri 13th Sept 07:00-  Black Bin Collection   - - - - -

Sat 14th Sept 10:00-  Ride & Stride Ecton Church

Sat 14th Sept 19:30-  Live Music - Loaded Six  Three Horseshoes

Mon 16th Sept  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Tues 17th Sept  19:30-  Ecton Parish Council Meeting  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 18th Sept 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 19th Sept  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Thurs 19th Sept  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Fri 20th Sept 07:00-  Green & Brown Bin Collection   - - - - -

Sat 21st Sept  19:30-  Live Music - Thin Lizzy Tribute from Wigan  Three Horseshoes

Sun 22ⁿd Sept 14:00-  Live Music - Brighton Riot  Three Horseshoes

Mon 23rd Sept  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 25th Sept 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 26th Sept  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Thurs 26th Sept  19:00-  Open Mike Night  Three Horseshoes

Fri 27th Sept 07:00-  Black Bin Collection   - - - - -

Sat 28th Sept 19:00- Skittles Charity Night Three Horseshoes

Mon 30th Sept  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

November
Sat 9th Nov.  TBC  Ecton Safari Supper   - - - - -

Sat 23rd Nov  19:00-  Skittles Charity Night  Three Horseshoes

February

Fri 21st Feb  19:30-  Ecton Wine Tasting - Drinking outside the box  Ecton Village Hall

May

Tue 19th May  TBC  Ecton Golf Day - 2020   - - - - -



What’s On in Ecton - August 2019
Date Time Event Location

Thurs 1st Aug  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Fri 2ⁿd Aug 07:00-  Black Bin Collection   - - - - -

Fri 2ⁿd Aug 10:00-12:00 Pop-Up Coffee Shop Ecton Village Hall

Sat 3rd Aug 10:00-12:00 Tidy Churchyard Ecton Church

Mon 5th Aug  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 7th Aug 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 8th Aug  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Fri 9th Aug 07:00-  Green & Brown Bin Collection   - - - - -

Sun 11th Aug. 12:00-  Ecton-Fest - Day of Music - See Advert  Ecton Village Hall

Mon 12th Aug  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 14th Aug  09:30-  Short Walk - TBA  Ecton Shrine

Wed 14th Aug  14:00-16:00  Knit & Knatter  Ecton Church

Wed 14th Aug 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 15th Aug  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Fri 16th Aug 07:00-  Black Bin Collection   - - - - -

Mon 19th Aug  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 21st Aug  09:30-  Long Walk - Brixworth  Ecton Shrine

Wed 21st Aug 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 22ⁿd Aug  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Thurs 22ⁿd Aug  19:30-  Open Mike Night  Three Horseshoes

Fri 23rd Aug 07:00-  Green & Brown Bin Collection   - - - - -

Mon 26th Aug  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 28th Aug 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 29th Aug  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Thurs 29th Aug  19:30-  Live Music - Graeme Crosby  Three Horseshoes

Fri 30th Aug 07:00-  Black Bin Collection   - - - - -

All dates & times are subject to change - Please check details with event organisers.




