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1st £50 Finley Wheatman M. Savage
2ⁿd £20 Pat MacRae Helen & Gary Summers
3rd £10 Lynn Stuart Joe & Naomi Henry

Rector
Rev Jackie Buck
01933 631232
jackiebuck@hotmail.co.uk
www.gdwebenefice.wordpress.com

Church Warden
Joy Bond
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Bell Ringers
Contact: David Dicks
01604 407145

Lay Pastoral Ministers
Wendy Villette
01604 402457
Ingrid Cartwright
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Councillors
Jennie Bone
07771 681 964
jbone@wellingborough.gov.uk
Clive Hallam
07799 133 301
challam@wellingborough.gov.uk

Church Directory

Front Cover
Thanks to John Crane for this months
stunning photo of Ecton Church.



Copy for the  March 2020
magazine to Wendy Stephens

email - swippets@hotmail.co.uk or phone 07986 557773

By 21st February

Editors Note

www.northampton.minutemanpress.com

01604 493906

The Ecton View is back and a belated Happy 2020 to all our readers. You will be glad
to know that your Editor has had a Dry January - Dry Gin, Dry White Wine and the
occasional Dry Sherry!
I kick off this issue with a big thank you to all of the fabulous volunteers who on 27th
January, tackled the eyesore of Lower Ecton Lane. 12 hardy souls braved all the lane
had to offer. In cooperation with the Borough Council, we are finally litter free from
Crow Lane to the centre of Ecton for the first time in many years and we are
determined to keep it that way with your help. Thanks again to Alistair, Carol, Sylvia,
Sally & Graham, Len & Sue, Bob, Nigel, Jennie, Alex & Clare for all your assistance.
If you wish to help us, I will produce a map of the village with small areas/streets
marked for each volunteer help maintain, Ian and I will continue to watch over Lower
Ecton Lane, any large amounts of Fly-tipping we will contact NORSE and all pitch-in to
help.

In order to continue production of our wonderful village magazine Free of charge, to
all residents in the parish, we have had to increase our advertising costs slightly, we
have calculated carefully to cover our expenses, as we are a non-profit publication.
Thank you for your continued support and contributions.
Wendy



Ecton Village News
Ecton Christmas Lunch
The village Christmas lunch was very successful this year, each year we raise
funds to give the residents of the parish over the age of 60, a Christmas
Lunch with drinks, a visit from Santa, a gift and a Christmas raffle, the cost of
which, this year, was entirely covered by the production of the Ecton Village
Christmas Card.
A great big Thank You to all of you who contributed to the 2019 card and
thanks to the team of helpers who worked to produce a super Christmas
Dinner, especially Sally & Pat. Well done all, we look forward to the next one!

The Village Hall Needs You!
We need some help to run the Village Hall and the various events that we try
to put on throughout the year. We are required to have a Committee with
Trustees who are responsible for the charity and for the day to day running
and upkeep of the Hall. The Trustees also want to make sure the Hall
provides a service and activities for the community. All of this is a big ask for
a small group of committee members.
The Trustees think it might make more sense to divide the responsibilities
now and to try and establish a less formal group to work alongside the
Trustees planning and organising events.
If you think you can help as a Trustee or with organising events please
contact Sally Jones on 403027 or Alistair MacRae on 402582 before the 11th
of February. Thanks.

Ecton Parish Council
The next Parish Council meeting will be on the Tuesday 17th March at
7:30pm. at the Village Hall. All are welcome to attend. You can obtain a full
copy of the latest Parish Council Minutes. Email:
ectonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk

Parish Council plea
We are constantly asking both the County Council and the Borough Council to
repair or maintain our footpaths and roads but they are often declining to
undertake works that they would previously have done. Always because of
financial constraints. The Parish Council will discuss what if anything we can
do to alleviate some of the worse problems. In the meantime if you are able
please can we ask you to try and maintain the area in front or at the side of
your property by keeping leaves swept and weeds removed. Thanks for your
help.



Ecton Walks - 2020

5th February  Stoke Bruerne & Shutlanger - about 3 miles -
Meet at the Shrine at 9.30am to arrange lifts

19th February  Harpole Hill - a longer walk -
Meet at the Shrine at 9.30am to arrange lifts

 Please do join us and walk off those extra Christmas
 Calories! Lifts can be arranged
Contact Nigel Bond - 01604 948040 email: nigelbond@talktalk.net

The next gathering is on Wednesday 12th
February between 2pm and 4pm in the
Church. Come and join us for a cuppa.

The next Knit and Natter meeting will
 be on 11th March.

Knit and Natter



Ecton Services for February 2020

Date Time Type of Service Location

Sun 2ⁿd Feb. 10:00am Holy Communion Ecton

Revd. Janet Tebby
Sun 2ⁿd Feb. 4:00pm Praise and Worship Service Great Doddington

Tue 4th Feb. 10:00am Mid-week Communion Ecton

Revd. Jackie Buck

Sun 9th Feb. 10:00am Holy Communion Ecton

Revd. Jackie Buck

Tue 11th Feb. 10:00am Mid-week Communion Wilby

Revd. Jackie Buck

Sun 16th Feb. 10:00am All Age with Holy Communion Ecton

Revd. Jackie Buck

Tue 18th Feb. 10:00am Mid-week Communion Great Doddington

Revd. Jackie Buck

Sun 23rd Feb. 10:00am Morning Prayer Ecton

Revd. Jackie Buck

Wed 26th Feb. 7:30pm Ash Wednesday Service Wilby

Revd. Jackie Buck

Church Notices
Praise & Worship Service
Great Doddington Church

Sunday 2ⁿd February
Light of the World

Messy Church
Great Doddington Church

Saturday 15th February
9.15am - 11am



Rector’s Letter February 2020

This year some of the days in January seem to have been particularly short, with
darkness coming upon us very early in the evening. With the arrival of February however
we reach the midpoint of winter, marked on 2ⁿd February by the festival of Candlemas.
Originally a pagan festival, known as the “Feast of Lights”, in Christian tradition
Candlemas commemorates the ritual purification of Mary, forty days after the birth of
Jesus. On this day Jesus was presented in the Temple and the prophet Simeon, taking
Jesus in his arms, calls him “a Light to the World” (Luke 2:22-38).  Today candles are lit in
church, to remind us that Jesus came to be a light to guide us in the darkness of the
world and there is a special Praise and Worship Service at Great Doddington on Sunday
2ⁿd February 4pm to celebrate Jesus the light of the world.

February also sees the start of Lent, a time of preparation for Easter. Lent begins on Ash
Wednesday, which this year is on 26th February. There will be a service of Holy
Communion on that day at Wilby church at 7.30pm. During the service we will receive
the sign of the cross, in ash prepared from last year’s palm crosses, on our fore heads.
This reminds us of our own mortality and our need of repentance, saying sorry for the
things we have done wrong, and asking for God’s forgiveness.

Lent is a period of 40 days (46 if you include Sundays) which reminds us of the time Jesus
spent in the wilderness before his ministry began. Christians use this time to prepare
spiritually for Easter and one way of doing that is to take part in a Lent Course.

This year’s Benefice Course is being held at Wilby Church and starts on Wednesday 4th
March 10am-11.30am. For more details please contact Revd. Jackie.

February then gives us an opportunity to reflect on many things, as the days lengthen
and a greater light fills our days. Candlemas encourages us to both look back to Christ-
mas and forward to Easter while Lent gives us the time to grow spiritually and so be
ready to meet the risen Lord on Easter Day, which this year is on 12th April, a day which
reminds us that through the cross Jesus brings new light to the world.

May the light of the world, which we welcomed as a baby at Christmas, be yours as we
prepare for Easter.

Yours in Christ,

Revd. Jackie Buck





Opening Ecton Church During the Day

Recently Ecton PCC has been discussing unlocking the church during the
day.
This would enable villagers and visitors free access to our beautiful
building, something which is encouraged by the Church of England and
our Insurers.
Obviously we need to take the necessary steps to ensure valuables are
locked away and the building is safe to visit. We do not propose to have
the church manned.
In order to open the church we do need people willing and able to unlock
and lock the building each day. Those people do not need to be regular
church members and opening times can be flexible. As a guide it would be
good to have the church open, as a minimum, between 10am – 3pm,
although earlier and later would be fine. Those locking up would be
responsible for checking the building is left as it was found, when
unlocked, and that no one was inside.
We hope to start opening in Easter week Sunday 12th April 2020 with
people being on a rota for a week at a time. If you would like to discuss
any aspect of this further or if you are interested in being a key holder
please contact me on 01933 631232 or email jackiebuck@hotmail.co.uk

Yours in Christ,
Revd. Jackie Buck

mailto:jackiebuck@hotmail.co.uk




Three Horseshoes - Events
February & March

Sun 16th February  Live Music - Accrington Stanley
Sun 23std February  Anita’s Toast Sunday
Thurs 27th February  Open Mike Night
Sun 1st March   Live Music - Matt Rees
Sun 15th March   Live Music - The Skunks
Thurs 26th March   Open Mike Night

By Popular Demand We Will Open at 5.30pm on Wednesday
      & Thursday Evenings  & Open All Day Saturdays

 Pop in to the pub frequently to avoid missing something!
                The 3 Horseshoes Ecton on Facebook

At Ecton Village Hall

Coffee and Friends make
the Perfect Blend!

First Friday in every Month
10am - 12 noon

Coffee / Tea  £1 Homemade Cake  £1
The aim of the Coffee Shop is to provide a facility where the village
community of all ages meet up on a regular basis. If you are new to the
village or haven’t been able to come before, please come along.
You will be assured of a warm welcome.

All proceeds to the Village Hall
Coffee Shop Dates for your Diary 2020
7th Feb, 6th Mar, 3rd Apr, 1st May, 5th Jun,

3rd Jul, 7th Aug, 4th Sept, 2nd Oct

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT
EARLY DOORS -

DRAUGHT BEERS - STILL AT ONLY £2.75 !!
From  5.30pm - 7.30pm

Also featuring
FIZZ FRIDAYS - Prosecco at £12 a bottle



• Free no obligation quote

• Fully insured

• The latest equipment

• Quick drying times

• Up to date training

• Friendly, reliable service

We also do • Rugs • Upholstery • Car upholstery

Contact Us

Web: www.cleanprouk.co.uk
Email: enquiries@cleanprouk.co.uk

Tel: 01604 217815
Mob: 07496 664 634



Our Annual fixture away at Swanspool Seniors ( Wellingborough)
in December ended with the home side winning by 6 shots. The
return match was played earlier this month with Ecton securing a
19 shot advantage.
Should anyone be interested in joining our Club please see details
inside front cover of the magazine.
Maurice Creed.

Ecton Bowls Club

Music Makes The World Go Round
A number of people in and around the village would like to form
an Ecton Village Choir, which would be conducted by an
available qualified musician and choirmaster.
Singers of any sex, age and singing ability are welcome to join
and training will be given.
Come and exercise your vocal cords and lets have an enjoyable
time together.
Please ring Brian Beck if interested on 01604 405345

Skittles Charity Fundraising - 2019
Sincere thanks to all wo supported the 2019 Ecton Skittles
Charity Events, We raised £869.17 for Age UK, Northampton,
all help and support much appreciated, the Charity we have
chosen to support for 2020 is Wellidogs - Dog Rescue Centre
(Charity No. 1022949) We will be holding events in June and
November, details & dates to follow.
Kathy Humphreys.
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PowerData Technologies

For all your small office &

home office needs

• Desktop Power

• Cable Management

• Monitor Arms

• Power Cables

• Data & Multimedia

Contact sales for more info

Tel: 01604 812004

Email: sales@powerdatatec.com

Web: www.powerdatatec.com
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Sadly there has recently been a number of incidents of dog fouling in the
churchyard very close to graves. The PCC feel this is disrespectful and
has decided that dogs should now be kept on leads and restricted to the
paths. Notices will be placed on both gates. We would really appreciate
your help in implementing this.
 Joy Bond, Churchwarden.

Garden Birdwatch
I hope you enjoyed doing the big garden birdwatch.
Why not keep watching and monitoring the birds in
your garden. Don’t forget bird feeders need regular
cleaning and moving to prevent birds becoming ill.

“SHOW THE LOVE” FOR VALENTINES DAY
Why not show your love for nature by sending a green heart this February.
It will raise awareness of threats to nature from climate change and you
could encourage individuals and communities to take steps to help.
Find out more at www.rspb.org.uk/showthelove

An unusual rant from me:-
I was shocked today when I took my daughter’s dog for a walk. Within 50
yards of my home there were 3 lots of dog poo, 2 of which were in the
churchyard! How difficult is it it to pick up your own dogs poo?
Please, please be more respectful and considerate.
 Sally Jones - Church Way

We have had reports of several lots of Dog Poo in West Street, (certainly
outside our house and next door) the Jitty and the High Street.
Dog Guardians! Please be careful to observe your dog at all times and clear
up after it! Thank you

Mary Dicks - West Street

The Delicate Topic of Dog Poo - 3 Notes





People of Ecton - your village needs you!! VE day 75 in May
2020 is a 3 day national and international event to
commemorate the end of World War 2 in Europe. We'd like to
join in the celebrations and on Friday 8th May which is a Bank
holiday are planning to hold some village events centred
around the Church, the Village Hall and the Three Horseshoes.
Ideas we have include a display of VE day memories in the
church, stalls and games, procession to the village hall,
singalong and dancing, dressing up in 1940s attire, street party
at the hall, games for the children (and maybe the grown up
children!) plus an evening event in the pub to include a 1940s
style singalong band plus hog roast.
At this stage we would love to have any more ideas,
sponsorship for the fund, volunteers for before the event or
during, bunting and decorations for the village.
All suggestions and help very welcome, just speak to one of
the following: Sally Jones, Lynne Nelson, Tina Samson, Bryan
Bond or Helen Bond.

VE DAY - 75th Anniversary Celebrations





TRADITIONAL BUTCHERS & FARM SHOP
SUPPLYING LOCAL PRODUCE TO THE PUBLIC & RESTAURANT TRADE

CHUTNEYS ● CHEESES ● BREAD ● PIES ● BEVERAGES ● EGGS ● FRUITS & VEG ● MEAT BOXES

PLUS A DELI COUNTER SERVING COOKED MEATS & MUCH MORE!

W H Thomas Butchers
Washbrook Lane, Ecton, Northampton NN6 0QU
Opening Times - Tue-Sat: 8am - 4.30pm
Sun: 10am - 3pm  Mon: Closed
T: 01604 811 004
E: whthomas_butchers@outlook.com

@WHTHOMASBUTCHER

W H Thomas Butchers Ltd

www.whthomasbutchers.com

An Idyllic Equestrian Centre in a Fantastic Northamptonshire Location.
Since the centre was established in 1984 we have provided superb facilities combined

with excellent tuition and customer service.

The centre caters for everyone from 2 years of age and from beginner level up to
and including intermediate levels. The team of instructors are mainly BHS qualified

or hold relevant and required equine qualifications. We take pride in the quality
of our horses and how they are looked after.

Our excellent facilities include a:
60 x 20m and a 40 x 20m All Weather Outdoor Arena’s plus a 40 x 20m Indoor Arena

all with automated sprinkler systems and graded daily to create the best possible
surface for horse and rider to enjoy. We also have a lunge pen, set of light weight Poly

Jumps, refreshments and function room including baby changing facility.

East Lodge Farm, Washbrook Lane,
Ecton, Northampton NN6 0QU
T: 01604 810 244  M: 07807 067 747

E: eastlodgefarmequestriancentre@outlook.com
www.eastlodgefarmec.co.uk

Opening Times
Tues - Fri         10:00 to 21:00
Saturday      08:00 to 17:00
Sunday      09:00 to 17:00







Weston Favell Village

Footcare for the Elderly
Diabetic Foot checks/assessments

Treatment/Advice

Weston Favell Village

for  Skin and Nail problems
Foot and Heel pain



Crossword design and construction: Alistair MacRae

Puzzle Page - Feb 2020 Ecton Post Box Collection Times:

Post Box at Sunnyside:-

Monday to Friday 4:15pm and
Saturday 11:15am

Post Box at The Laurels:-

Monday to Friday 9:00am and
Saturday 7:00am

Bin Collection for February & March 2020

Friday 7th February Green Bin Friday 6th March Green & Brown Bin

Friday 14th February Black Bin Friday 13th March Black Bin

Friday 21st February Green Bin Friday 20th March Green & Brown Bin

Friday 28th February Black Bin Friday 27th March Black Bin

Note:- First Brown Bin Collection - Friday 6th March 2020

Ecton Odours!
From time to time
we can experience
strong odours.

If you detect a ‘Pong’ you suspect
is from the Treatment Works,
please report it to Anglian Water
on 08457 145 145 once a call is
logged they can deal with the
problem and will report back to you.



BUILDING CONTRACTORS LTD
Dovecotes, 5 Barton Fields

Ecton, Northampton,
NN6 0BF

Telephone 07802 836086
buildwithstones@aol.com



Crossword Solution
- February 2020

Ecton Witches
2020 witches will start on Friday 28th February 2020 7:30pm at 68
High Street, please confirm by Wednesday 26th February so the
right numbers can be catered for.
As usual £5 payable beforehand and bring a bottle of drink on the
evening.
Thanks Nicky, 07973 353498
Other dates coming up are:
Friday 24th April,
Friday 26th June,
Friday 14th August,
& Friday 30th October.



All dates & times are subject to change - Please check details with event organisers.

What’s On in Ecton - March 2020
Date Time  Event Location

 Sun 1st Mar  14:00-  Live Music - Matt Rees  Three Horseshoes

Mon 2ⁿd Mar  14:00-  Art Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Mon 2ⁿd Mar  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Tue 3rd Mar  18:00- 19:00  Dance Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 4th Mar 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 5th Mar 10:00-11:00 Paula’s Well Being Pilates Ecton Village Hall

Thurs 5th Mar  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Fri 6th Mar 07:00-  Green & Brown Bin Collection   - - - - -

Fri 6th Mar 10:00-12:00 Pop-Up Coffee Shop Ecton Village Hall

Sat 7th Mar 10:00-12:00 Tidy Churchyard Ecton Church

Mon 9th Mar  14:00-  Art Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Mon 9th Mar  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Tue 10th Mar  18:00- 19:00  Dance Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 11th Mar  14:00-16:00  Knit & Natter  Ecton Church

Wed 11th Mar 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 12th Mar 10:00-11:00 Paula’s Well Being Pilates Ecton Village Hall

Thurs 12th Mar  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Fri 13th Mar 07:00-  Black Bin Collection   - - - - -

Sun 15th Mar  14:00-  Live Music - The Skunks  Three Horseshoes

Mon 16th Mar  14:00-  Art Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Mon 16th Mar  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Tue 17th Mar  18:00- 19:00  Dance Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Tue 17th Mar  19:30-  Ecton Parish Council  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 18th Mar 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 19th Mar 10:00-11:00 Paula’s Well Being Pilates Ecton Village Hall

Thurs 19th Mar  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Fri 20th Mar 07:00-  Green & Brown Bin Collection   - - - - -

Fri 20th Mar  12:00-  Ego’s - Lunch at Village Hall  Ecton Village Hall

Mon 23rd Mar  14:00-  Art Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Mon 23rd Mar  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Tue 24th Mar  18:00- 19:00  Dance Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 25th Mar 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 26th Mar 10:00-11:00 Paula’s Well Being Pilates Ecton Village Hall

Thurs 26th Mar  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Thurs 26th Mar 20:00- Open Mike Night Three Horseshoes

Fri 27th Mar 07:00-  Black Bin Collection   - - - - -

Mon 30th Mar  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Tue 31st Mar  18:00- 19:00  Dance Classes  Ecton Village Hall



What’s On in Ecton - February 2020
Date Time Event Location

Sat 1st Feb 10:00-12:00 Tidy Churchyard Ecton Church

Mon 3rd Feb  14:00-  Art Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Mon 3rd Feb  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Tue 4th Feb  18:00- 19:00  Dance Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 5th Feb 09:30-  Ecton Walk - Stoke Bruerne & Shutlanger  Ecton Shrine

Wed 5th Feb 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 6th Feb 10:00-11:00 Paula’s Well Being Pilates Ecton Village Hall

Thurs 6th Feb  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Fri 7th Feb 07:00-  Green Bin Collection   - - - - -

Fri 7th Feb 10:00-12:00 Pop-Up Coffee Shop Ecton Village Hall

Mon 10th Feb  14:00-  Art Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Mon 10th Feb  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Tue 11th Feb  18:00- 19:00  Dance Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 12th Feb  14:00-16:00  Knit & Natter  Ecton Church

Wed 12th Feb 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 13th Feb 10:00-11:00 Paula’s Well Being Pilates Ecton Village Hall

Thurs 13th Feb  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Fri 14th Feb 07:00-  Black Bin Collection   - - - - -

Sun 16th Feb  14:00-  Live Music - Accrington Stanley  Three Horseshoes

Mon 17th Feb  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Tue 18th Feb  18:00- 19:00  Dance Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 19th Feb 09:30-  Ecton Walk - Harpole Hill  Ecton Shrine

Wed 19th Feb 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 20th Feb 10:00-11:00 Paula’s Well Being Pilates Ecton Village Hall

Thurs 20th Feb  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Fri 21st Feb 07:00-  Green Bin Collection   - - - - -

Fri 21st Feb  12:00-  Ego’s Fish & Chip Lunch  Ecton Village Hall

Fri 21st Feb  19:30-  Ecton Wine Tasting Evening  Ecton Village Hall

Sun 23rd Feb 12:00- Anita’s Toast Sunday Three Horseshoes

Mon 24th Feb  14:00-  Art Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Mon 24th Feb  18:00-  Dog Training  Ecton Village Hall

Tue 25th Feb  18:00- 19:00  Dance Classes  Ecton Village Hall

Wed 26th Feb 19:00-20:30 Bellringing Ecton Church

Thurs 27th Feb 10:00-11:00 Paula’s Well Being Pilates Ecton Village Hall

Thurs 27th Feb  14:00-16:00  Short Mat Bowls  Ecton Village Hall

Thurs 27th Feb 20:00- Open Mike Night Three Horseshoes

Fri 28th Feb 19:30- Ecton Witches

Fri 28th Feb 07:00-  Black Bin Collection   - - - - -

All dates & times are subject to change - Please check details with event organisers.




