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Parish and Village Organisations
Parish Council
Chairman: Anne Nicholson
Tel: 01604 410908

Pre & Primary School
Head: Esther McIntosh
Tel: 01604 409213

Youth Club
Contact: Margaret Tinston
Tel: 01604 412233
Margaret@ectonvillage.co.uk
Wednesday at Village Hall
6.00-7.30 Junior Youth Club
7.30-9.00 Senior Youth Club

Electoral Roll Officer
Mary Dicks
Field House
West Street, Ecton NN6 0QF
Tel: 01604 407145

Bell Ringers
Contact: Colin Tinston
Tel: 01604 412233

Cricket Club
Captain: Steve Wheatman
Tel: 01604 401714

Ecton Village Hall
Contact:Rodney Ingram
Tel: 01604 406038
Booking Clerk:Linda Richards 405888

Short Mat Bowls
Contact: Maurice Creed
Tel: 01604 407864

Mums & Tots
Contact: Jenny 407474 or

Caroline 407113

Church Directory

Priest in Charge
Chris Pearson
The Vicarage
72 High Street
Great Doddington
Wellingborough NN29 7TH
Tel: 01933 226711

Churchwarden
Walter Barty
1 East Butterfield Court
Northampton NN3 8JG
Tel: 01604 642117

Churchwarden
Mark Aveyard
01604 811821

PCC Secretary
Mr. Tom Pearson
The Vicarage
72 High Street
Great Doddington
Wellingborough NN29 7TH
Tel: 07745 133867

PCC Treasurer & Churchwarden
Mark Aveyard
28 Clarke Court
Earls Barton NN6 0XX
Tel: 01604 811821

Our Local Police Constable
Elliot Lee. Tel:08453 700 700



Editors Ramblings

Copy for The May magazine to

Colin Tinston, Rectory Farm House, High Street
Telephone: 412233

e-mail: navigator@ectonvillage.co.uk
by 22nd April

A challenge to start this month, how about sending me your seasonal
photos of Ecton to be the front cover picture. They will need to be in portrait
style. The weather is getting better so out with your camera. (That includes
happy snappy Carol).

The Safari Supper was another success with a number of new people
to the village attending, which was pleasing to see. On this point let us
welcome Sebastian and Sarah, who have moved into Parsons Close, and to
Ash and Harvi, who have moved into Ecton House, welcome to the most
social village in Northamptonshire. And to those I do not know by name
welcome.

In this issue there is a piece from the cobblers most dedicated
supporter (although his father shows mild interest!) and Ecton’s own football
reporter, Ben Coulter-Brophy. There is an item from our old friend Eustace
Avaplotte and Adrian gives his views on the new F1 season and the new
rules. There are pictures of recent youth club activities, information on the
next witches meeting and dates for mums & tots. The school annual
summer fete is looking for stall holders, so if you make your own chutneys
jams etc this is for you, I think Eustace might be there selling his vegetables!

I was looking at the village directory for April 2005 and note we have
lost 3 groups since that time, Fellowship, Lunch Club and W.I., let’s make
sure we support whats left, and on that note if you would like to become a
bell ringer give me a call.

I was reading a nonesense poetry book the other day and it occurred
to me that the Ecton View might run a competition for nonesense poetry
based on life in Ecton. I look forward to receiving your poems for the next
publication.

April prepares her green traffic light and the world thinks Go.



advertising rates
for inclusion in a years issues

quarter page £30.00

half page £50.00

full page £100.00

contact
sally bresnahan

01604 403027

the advert also appears
on the ecton village website
under the magazine section
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Thursday 1st MAUNDY THRUSDAY
7.30pm Holy Communion – a shared service St. Mary’s, Wilby

Friday 2nd GOOD FRIDAY
9.30am United Churches Procession of Witness, begins at St. Anselm R.C.

Church, Earls Barton, ends with United Service at All Saints
Earls Barton at 10.00

11.00am Activities for teenagers – Great Doddington Memorial Hall
12.00noon All-Age Worship – at Great Doddington
2.00pm ‘Tenebrae’* Service (adult) – at Ecton
7.30pm Deanery Presentation of ‘The Crucifixion by John Stainer –

at All Saints, Midland Road.
Saturday 3rd EASTER EVE

10.00am Open Church – time for reflection and quiet – coffee is served
9.00pm Deanery Service of Light with Baptism & Confirmation –

at All Saints, Midland Road
Sunday 4th EASTER DAY

11.00am Holy Communion
(please note the time of this service – error in last month’s edition)

Tuesday 6th (there is no midweek service this week)
Wednesday 7th

7.30pm Prayer and Compline
Sunday 11th

9.15am Holy Communion
Tuesday 13th

10.30am Holy Communion
Sunday 18th

11.00am All-Age Worship with Holy Communion
(the Annual Parochial Church Meeting follows this service)

Tuesday 20th
10.30am Holy Communion

Saturday 24th
12.00noon Wedding of Dick Turnell & Jill White.

Sunday 25th
9.15am Morning Prayer

Monday 26th
3.30pm ‘Story Keepers’ After School Club – in Ecton School

Tuesday 27th
10.30am Holy Communion
2.30pm Afternoon Songs of Praise

* ‘Tenebrae’ is the Latin for ‘shadow’. It is a very ancient and sombre service during which we
consider seven shadows by which Jesus’ death is remembered: Agony – Betrayal – Accusation
– Denial – Suffering – Crucifixion – Death.

CALENDAR FOR APRIL 2010



Church Cleaning Rota Brass Cleaning

Week Team
April 3rd Christine Jordan & Ingrid Cartwright

10th B
24th C

Coffee Rota
April 1st

9.15am 2nd
6pm 4th Wendy & Ingrid

CHURCH LOTTERY
March

£50 Keith Edwards

£10 Kathy Humphries

£10 Dorothy Creed

£10 Isobel Day

Sidespersons
April 4th Margaret Weddle & Mark Aveyard

11th Marian Gleave & Nick Greene
18th Brian & Sylvia Saunders
25th David & Mary Dicks

The Ecton Village Hall
AGM

will be held in the Hall on
Tuesday 13th April 2010

at 7.30pm

An opportunity to air your
views about the village hall – what’s good,

what you think could be better and how you



From the Vicarage,

Happy Easter! This year Easter falls at the very beginning of April (Maundy Thursday is April 1st)
and this year we have tried a number of new ideas for our various events. These are all listed
in our regular events list and also all residents should have received our regular Easter leaflet
through your door. So what are these new ideas?

•  Just at the end of March, on Tuesday 30th we have an interactive display in Church (open from
8.00pm) to help us reflect upon the events of this week and our journey through it. During the
day the children from Ecton School will have used this at their own level so then it’s the grown-
ups’ turn.

•  On Good Friday – a March of Witness in Earls Barton since we joined a United Churches group
there during last autumn.

•  On Good Friday – activities for teenagers in Great Doddington Memorial Hall.

•  On Good Friday – a ‘Tenebrae’ service at Ecton, a very atmospheric adult service during which a
series of candles is gradually extinguished as the story of Jesus’ trial and death is read and the end
draws ever closer.

•  On Good Friday evening – an event for the whole Wellingborough area in which massed choirs
present the devotional work ‘The Crucifixion by Sir John Stainer in All Saints Church, Midland
Road.

•  On Easter Eve – a Service of Light with Confirmation for the whole Wellingborough area, also in All
Saints Church, Midland Road. Bishop Frank will lead this service.

Everyone is most welcome at all of these events as well as the other regular ones so please do come and
share them with us.

I feel I should say something this month about Dr. David Morgan. David was not a resident of the
village, but he had served us faithfully for many years as a most accomplished organist about twice a month.
David sadly died earlier this month. He was a very private person, who was not easy to get to know, but he
was extremely faithful and reliable and we shall miss him greatly. At the time of his death he was planning
an organ recital in Ecton Church later in the year and had just generously funded a much-needed modification
to the organ. As I write details of his funeral are not yet available.

Now is very much a time to look forward. Everyone seems to agree that it has been a very long
winter this year and at last, as the temperature begins to rise and the light evenings grow longer folk are
feeling more positive and ready to plan for the future. At St. Mary Magdalene’s we approach our Annual
Parochial Church Meeting (April 18th) when we review the past year and plan for the future. Much of that
planning is already in place this year following the analysis of our ‘vision day’, held last November, but a
big issue for us is having sufficient members prepared to serve on our Church council. We have managed
the last year with a number of vacancies, but that has caused some difficulties and we hope very much that
more members will offer to serve in the coming year. We are also looking for a new churchwarden. Walter
Barty has served for many years, but the time has come now for a very well-earned retirement. He goes with
our love and most grateful thanks, but knowing Walter, we shall no doubt see him around, quietly serving
faithfully in a host of other ways.

This spring and summer seem set to be busy and exciting times for us, with various events planned
and more in the pipeline, and we look forward with eager anticipation. I look forward to reporting further in
future editions of ‘Ecton View’.

With very best wishes, Chris Pearson



Has Bernie shot his bolt?
The most exciting F1 season ever! Four World Champions, the return of Michael Schumacher, a
new points system rewarding winners and placed-men to tenth, new teams forming a 24 car grid,
new technical rules to encourage overtaking; what a prospect in store as millions of us sat down in
front of the TV for Bernie’s 60th Anniversary show from Bahrain.

Oh dear. Once the brief excitement of the start was over we were treated to a procession of cars
going round an empty circuit with a hot and dusty desert backdrop. Suddenly we remembered of
what it means to watch a full Formula One race without refuelling stops – boredom. Pit stops for
fuel were introduced to liven up the show and whilst it meant there were effectively two or three
‘sprint races’ at least this was racing.

In Bahrain, once the drivers were settled in position, with Alonso’s great early move on Massa in
the bag, Vettel led the cars around this cartoon circuit with no sign of any changes in track position
in prospect. “Unless Vettel’s car breaks that’s it” I said to myself as my mind started to wander by
about lap eight. OK, it did break a bit, and this loss of pace allowed the two Ferrari drivers and
Lewis through, but don’t bank on this kind of reliability problem occurring regularly amongst the
front-runners, because it won’t.

From being the most eagerly-anticipated season ever, F1 managed within about an hour, to shoot
itself in the foot on many levels. Whilst it is great to see new teams in F1 should the zenith of
motor-sport really have cars that have never run before being assembled at the circuit and sent out
with rookie drivers on a track with the fastest cars and the best drivers in the world? It reminded
me of the 1970’s, and I don’t mean that in a good way.

Bernie has the gall to criticise Silverstone for reminding him of “what F1 used be like in the old days”
but I think 2010 could be the most retrograde step for the sport for a decade if Bahrain is anything
to go by. Three cheers for Lotus, but already Jean Todt of the FIA has mooted the reintroduction
of the 107% qualifying rule. Good luck to Virgin racing and HRT if this happens. By the way do the
Spanish owners know what HRT stands for in English? Shouldn’t someone tell them?

I hope I’m wrong but I think we may be in for a long season of tedious races and that is so
disappointing. I speak as someone who has watched almost every F1 race for more than three
decades so I don’t relish this prospect one iota. Do you think they might bring back refuelling
stops? You can be sure they will in 2011, but what a shame they ever thought it was a good idea
to get rid of them.

I think Martin Brundle summed it up best about 2/3rds through when Jonathan Legard asked him
what he thought of the first race of the season. “I wish you hadn’t asked me that” he replied and
in seven little words expressed the feelings of F1 fans throughout the country. The Spanish will
be delighted to see Alonso win his first race with Ferrari whilst the Italian ‘Tifosi’ will deify him.
The rest of us will worry that instead of a new “Schumacher Era” we had maybe hoped for we are
witnessing the start of another period of Ferrari domination with Alonso in the driving seat this
time.

Fingers crossed that Bahrain was a one-off and that we get an exciting race in Australia. I’ll be
watching at the start but I might be down the pub before the end!

Adrian Pulford



EECTON
WITCHES

Ladies of the village are invited to a gathering of the
Ecton Witches

on Friday 21st May 2010
at 12, The Courtyard, Church Way, Ecton Hall

from 7:30pm
As usual please bring a bottle

R.S.V.P. by 19th May 2010
to Sally on 403027 with £5 to cover food



Telephone: 01604 406466
Fax: 01604 785020
Mobile: 07802 836086
Email: Buildwithstones@aol.com

Peter Deans
Fishmonger

is in the village every Thursday
morning from 7.00 - 7.45a.m.

(starts at the top of the village
reaching

Manor House about 7.30 and
then goes round to the
bottom of West Street)
Tel: 07889082247 or

01604499018.

THE THREE
HORSESHOES

Your Local Pub

Available for
Functions

Skittles & Games



LOCAL TO EARLS BARTON

WOULD YOU LIKE NEW:-
CURTAINS & PELMETS

BLINDS
CUSHIONS

OLD HEADBOARDS COVERED
MAKE & COVER FOOTSTOOLS

I can also:
ALTER & REPAIR YOUR CLOTHES, PUT

NAME TAPES ON SCHOOL & WORK CLOTHES
PHONE MAUREEN on 810648

0788 4041763 mjanecharlton60@yahoo.co.

Drawing & Painting
IMPROVE YOUR DRAWING AND

PAINTING SKILLS
Classes to start on

MONDAY AFTERNOONS at
ECTON Village Hall
Between 2 and 4 pm

Beginning Monday 28th September
2009

Mainly working in Watercolour
Lessons tailored to suit beginners as
well as the more experienced artist

CONTACT
Derek Geater

Telephone
01933 381848

E- Mail
djgartist@hotmail.com

website
DGArt.web.officelive.com



YOUTH CLUB

Bowling at Wellingborough

Knitting Night
at the Village Hall

Many thanks to Pat, Anne, Joy
and Sally for helping teach the

young children of the village
to knit - some showed real

promise and all enjoyed!



Cobblers 0 – 3 Aldershot

Northampton town fell to a three nil defeat at Sixfields stadium to
Aldershot after an ill-tempered affair. Northampton in the first 10 minutes
or so looked all right on the ball. However in the 11th minute Kevin
Thornton stamped on Anthony Straker. The referee had no hesitation in
sending him off and to ruin the game. It would have been more appropriate
to book him and warn him because from then on tempers where running
high. Straight after the foul Scott Donnelly crossed from the free kick and
Marvin Morgan headed home and deliberately celebrated in front of the
home fans. A few minutes later after a challenge and an elbow in the face by Anthony Straker
on John Johnson he reacted angrily and pushed the him away. Next up Ryan Gilligan came over
and pushed Straker away as well and that when the melee started. At the end of it the referee
picked out Adebayo Akinfenwa, Anthony Straker and Scott Donnelly as the worst offenders and
booked all of them. Really though he could have sent off all fifteen player involved, some subs
and Aldershot manager Kevin Dillon. Ben Herd and Anthony Charles where the next two players
to get booked, Herd for an elbow in the face and Charles for a late challenge on Luke Gutter-
idge. Thing calmed down slightly in the second half however there was a lot of hard and reckless
tackles flying in. Ryan Gilligan was next in the referees notebook (earning his 9th yellow card of
the season) after a late challenge on Anthony Straker. Next up John Johnson was lucky to escape
any card at all after a two footed tackle on another Aldershot player to become a victim of some
of the Cobblers players’ poor tackling. Aldershot doubled the lead when Kirk Hudson went on a
long run from his own half to blast the ball past goal keeper Chris Dunn. After an awful back pass
from Dean Beckwith to helpless goalkeeper Chris Dunn who couldn’t do anything to stop Marvin
Morgan adding his second goal of the game and Aldershot’s third of the night in the 78th minute.
This brought the end to The Cobblers 11 match un-beaten run with a bang.

DESPITE WIN COBBLERS FACE MISSION IMPOSSIBLE
TO GET TO THE PLAYOFFS

Cobblers 2 – 1 Cheltenham
This game was played on one of the worst pitches in the league and really the game was lucky
to start at all. Not many chances in the first half however Cheltenham‘s goalkeeper made an
outstanding save from a header by John Johnson. Next half is when all the chances came! Scott
Brown the goalkeeper was outstanding for Cheltenham all afternoon denying Liam Davis by
turning his driven shot onto the cross bar and out for another corner. However the first goal for
the cobblers would come from this corner. After a good cross and Andy Gallinagh made an
awful mistake by giving the ball to Adebayo Akinfenwa who was only five yards out and placed
it home. Billy McKay had chance after chance for the cobblers but couldn’t take them. Against
the run of play Cheltenham equalized with their first chance they had that half a cross and Marley
Watkins was in acres of space and fired it home. Northampton went 4-3-3 and it worked. Seb
Harris, Courtney Herbert and Billy McKay up front. Eventually in the 87th minute a cross from
John Curtis it looked like it had gone too far over, however Seb Harris came from nowhere to
score his first senior goal for the club with a great glancing header to make it 2-1 to the cobblers .



We would like to thank everyone who has generously
contributed toys, money and support which has all
been very much appreciated.

'Ecton Mums and Tots' meets in the village hall
from 9:30am through to 11am every alternate
Friday.

Please feel free to bring your children,
grandchildren, or any other small relative of
pre-school age!

We would appreciate any help with the
sessions, especially making the tea......... so
please do come along and join in.

We meet every 2 weeks as follows:
05/03, 19/03, 2/04, 16/04, 30/04, 14/05, 28/05

Please contact either Jenny on 407474 or
Caroline on 407113 for more details.

We really look forward to seeing you.

‘Ecton
Mums

and Tots'

Friday
morning

from
9:30am

until
11am



Having an Allotment – Is it worth it?
I’m not quite sure why we have an allotment. When we moved to Ecton some
four years ago, in estate agents speak, the garden would be described as being
manageable, which was exactly what we wanted. Instead spending all Sunday
and summer evenings mowing the lawn etc, we could do more something more
interesting.

Somehow we managed to get half an allotment, approx. 90’ long by 30’ wide,
that had not been worked for two seasons, so mother nature had taken over
with wild flowers (weeds) couch grass, as well as others things you can’t eat. I
thought, ‘What the heck are we doing with this piece of England’?

Anyway we set to and after three seasons, and numerous visits to the
chiropractor, it seems we have just about got on top of it.

Then there are the natural enemies of the allotmentere, such as birds, mice,
slugs and snails, which all help themselves to the produce we try to grow. Oh
yes, of course there are the vagaries of the weather. Last year at one point it
was
so dry that the well dried out, but this year up until mid March it has been too
cold and wet to sow or plant out.

Yet with all this adversity there is something about having an allotment. Sowing
and planting brings with it expectation. Then there is the beneficial exercise of
digging, thinning and weeding. Finally, at last there is fruition of picking our own
vegetables even though they come all at once and excess is given away.

Another reason we like our allotment is the social side. Between attending
to the allotments there is always discussion and helpful advice on what to do.
We are also surprised at the interest our friends take and some of them have
recently taken on allotments in Ecton and elsewhere.

Needless to say when I first mentioned our allotment to friends, they came up
with the nickname for me, Digga!!

Oh yes. Guess what our time is taken up on quite a few Sundays, and some
summer evenings?

Eustace Avaplotte
At the Allotment



Friends of Ecton Village Primary School

West Street, Ecton

Northamptonshire

NN6 0QF

Tel: 01604 409213

The Friends of Ecton Village Primary School are looking for
talented stallholders to run their own stall at our Summer

Fete on Friday 9th July 2010.

Do you:

•  make your own craft items?

•  make your own jams/chutneys?

•  grow your own vegetables to sell?

•  or bedding plants/vegetables that you’ve grown?

If so, I would love to hear from you if you would like to have
a stall at our Fete.

Please contact me on 01604 787810 or

email me – ali@brandham.co.uk

I look forward to hearing from you!



ECTON SAFARI SUPPER

Thank you to everyone who contributed and participated in this years’ Safari Sup-
per. We hope you all had a superb time. It was our first attempt at organising the
supper so we hope we got it right (let us know if we didn’t).
As you know we decided, this year to donate the proceeds to both the older and
younger people of Ecton to support activities for them. Your generosity means that
we can give a massive £895.40 to start a fund for older people and to support the
younger children in the village.
Thank you so much for your contribution in cash and in kind. We shall look for-
ward to organising another supper next year.
Caroline and Sally

VILLAGE CLEAN-UP
MORNING

COME AND CLEAN -UP YOUR VILLAGE

SATURDAY 17th APRIL
10.00am - 12 noon

MEET AT THE SHRINE

REFRESHMENTS FOR WORKERS AFTERWARDS
AT THE TWE!

Telephone Anne Nicholson:01604 410908
if you require more information



Art at Wilby
Invites
you to

An evening with

Micheal Peachey
An

Oil painting Demonstration
&

Humorous talk on his
life as an artist

Wilby Church
May 6th. 2010

7.15pm for 7.30pm.

Book your tickets
£2 inc. a glass of Wine.

01933 226229
E.mail digreen@tiscali.co.uk



MW VALETING
Professional Mobile Valeting

Matt Winter
Manager

Telephone:01933 674135
Mobile:07966 393958
Email: mwvaleting@hotmail.com

Minuteman Press Northampton

Moulton Park Business Centre,

Redhouse Road,

Northampton, NN3 6AQ

Tel: 01604 493906

Fax: 01604 648804



GERMAN CAR SPECIALISTS

-

ALL MAKES M.O.T. @ £39.99
-

ALL MAKES SERVICING-

LOW COST REPAIRS-

PREMIUM USED CAR SALES

-

AUDI : BMW : MERCEDES : VW : PORSCHE

-

Now open at:

The Embankment,
Wellingborough. NN8 1LD

www.autowerks2010.com

TELEPHONE 01933 225416
Manufacturer Standards - Independent Prices


