




Editor’s Ramblings
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Well its good to be back in the village despite the weather, and
since I was last here there seems to be a number of new people and dogs
moved in. I expect to meet you at the many forthcoming events being
held, details in this issue! Meet your fellow villagers at the Three
Horseshoes on the 31st March with live music by the Dave Johnson band
(really good) or if you can’t make that come to the Cinema night at the
village hall on 13th April.

On a sadder note Joyce Orford passed away in March and details
of her funeral are included in this issue. My own memory of Joyce is
seeing her in the car park at Sainsburys in Wellingborough with a crowd
of people around her car trying to get in after she had closed the boot with
the key inside. After establishing she had a spare key at home I drove her
back to Ecton (at speed she insisted as she had frozen food in the car)
and then back to Wellingborough!

Also in this issue are details of the Ecton Big Lunch, the Master
Baker competition, the Safari Supper, Ecton Neighbourhood Plan (most
important) and the Village Hall AGM.

YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU
so please take part and return the questionaire on the
neighbourhood plan and come to the village hall AGM

and tell us what you want!!

And one more thing, if you are sending items for magazine, in pdf please

The secret of contentment is knowing how to enjoy what you have,
and to be able to lose all desire for things beyond your reach.



EEcton Cinema Night

Saturday 13th April, 7.30

Inspired by a true story, THE SAPPHIRES follows four vivacious, young and
talented Australian Aboriginal girls from a remote mission as they learn about

love, friendship and war when their all girl group, The Sapphires, entertains
the U.S. troops in Vietnam in 1968. Cynthia, Gail, Julie and Kay are discovered

by Dave, a good-humored talent scout with a kind heart, very little rhythm
but a great knowledge of soul music. As their manager, Dave books the

sisters their first true gig giving them their first taste of stardom, and travels
them to Vietnam to sing for the American troops.

Doors open 7.00pm, Licensed bar

Tickets £5 from Alistair MacRae at 24 High St or on 402582





From the Vicarage,

The last month has seen yet more cold weather and so it seems to have been a
very long winter. Nevertheless some very good things have been happening.
Just last Saturday (as I write) Great Doddington held an amazing ‘Mexican Evening’
in aid of the building works. We don’t yet have the final total of money raised, but
we are assured that the figure will be in excess of £1,000! There was wonderful food
(chilli con carne), lovely entertainment (flamenco), as well as many guests appearing in
costume so good that you needed a second look to make sure who it was! There was a
prize for the best, but I shall long remember Warwick Coulson with his inflatable horse
costume, complete with electric fan secreted … (don’t ask where)! Our most heartfelt
congratulations to all those who worked so hard to make this event happen and help us
a very significant further step along our fundraising road.
Also last Saturday was the annual Bishop’s Bible Day which, as before, was also
excellent value. It was disappointing that so few from our benefice took advantage
of this, for the Bishop’s two keynote addresses were super, there was a wide range of
helpful workshops, and there was a very good session of questions to the two bishops
at the end of the afternoon. All of that plus exhibitions, a Christian bookstall, and of
course, the chance to ‘network’ with Christians from other churches across the whole
diocese. If you missed it, please make sure you don’t next year!
A very significant recent event at Ecton has been the funeral (March 7th) of Margaret
Weddle. Margaret and her husband Tony had been very well known across the diocese
from the early 1970s, living for many years at Kislingbury, but in Ecton from 2000.
Tony went to glory a few years ago now, but both had been not just Church members,
but very active in every community where they had lived. For the past eighteen months
Margaret has lived at the Cliftonville Care Home in Northampton, but nevertheless still
very much part of the church community at Ecton. We are sad to lose her although we
have complete confidence that she is now with her Lord in glory, and we are sad too
that we shall no longer have as many opportunities to meet her lovely family members.
Our love and prayers are with all of them.
Last month I wrote about the plans we had for Easter and I guess this edition will be
distributed just before the Easter week end. I hope that all will have received our Easter
leaflet before then, giving details of all the events. I mentioned briefly last month that
this year we are mounting again the ‘Experience Easter’ interactive exhibition in all
three church buildings and inviting the children from our three primary schools to come
and take part. In 2010 this was a great success, but we felt after three years it was
time to do it again. Each Church will also be open Monday to Wednesday from 8.00-
9.00pm for adults to engage at their own level, with each evening ending with a brief
and simple service of ‘Night Prayer’. The other different event this year (new for Great
Doddington and Wilby) will be the dawn service at 6.00am on Easter Morning. This
will take place at Ecton (although all early risers are most welcome) and will include
elements of the service of Light, the Easter vigil, renewal of Baptism vows, and Holy
Communion. It will be followed by a simple breakfast together.



After all the busyness of Lent and Easter I shall enjoy a few days’ break in Easter week,
but quickly back for more exciting ‘happenings’. On April 6th we have the first wedding
of the year. I don’t usually mention weddings in magazine articles, but this one is
particularly special because it is the wedding of a centrally committed couple who met
at Church and their relationship has bloomed in and around the Church community.
George Thompson and Debbie Cushing will be married at Wilby at 3.00pm. Please
include them in your prayers.
This is an especially important month for Wilby, for on April 21st the new toilet and
servery facilities will be dedicated at a special service at 10.00am (please note the
change of time) to which all are most welcome. We are delighted that The Very Rev’d
Charles Taylor, Dean of Peterborough Cathedral, will be with us to conduct the
dedication and as guest preacher. The P.C.C. has, over the last few months, been busily
revising Wilby’s version of the ‘Common Worship’ Communion service and we shall
also be launching this revision at this event. In the light of all this it has been decided
that the service at Great Doddington will be cancelled so that we can celebrate together.
The regular All-Age service at Ecton will go ahead, but for this one occasion it will not
include Holy Communion.
Also in April we are mounting a brief series of midweek meetings which we hope
will lead into a renewal of our housegroups at Great Doddington and Wilby, as well
as initiating one or two at Ecton, something for which there has been a need for a very
long time. Entitled ‘Vision into Action’ this series will begin by connecting with the
‘Refreshing the Vision’ series we ran just over a year ago, will move into unpacking
the contents of our new vision and mission statements for the new benefice, and end by
looking at the question of where we go from here in the light of all that. These meetings
will be duplicated at different times in all three villages, with a mixture of afternoons
and evenings, but friends are welcome to attend whichever is the most convenient. Full
details of dates and times are being published through the churches.
Finally, please remember our Annual Parochial Church Meetings and make sure you
join the electoral roll in time to vote. That at Ecton will already be past, but Great
Doddington’s is on Tuesday April 16th, and Wilby’s on Thursday April 25th. The booklets
containing all the annual reports will be available in the churches at least a week in
advance.

With every blessing,

Chris Pearson.











Ecton Master Baker Competition 2013
Many of you may remember that in 2012 we started the search for Ecton’s

Master Baker with a Pork Pie competition. The dubious honour was
awarded to the one and only Colin Tinston at the Jubilee Party.

This year we are searching for people of a sweeter disposition & are
looking to crown Ecton’s Master Sponge Cake maker at the Big Lunch on

Sunday 02nd June 2013.

The rules are few and simple:
- Your sponge must consist of at least two layers
- There must be a tasty filling between the layers

You can choose any flavour or combination of
flavours and any decoration goes.

To increase your chances of winning you can enter a maximum of two
cakes into the competition, so why not try two different recipes?
Don’t delay, take this opportunity to compete with the best on

Sunday 02nd June 2013, for the coveted prize of
Ecton Master Sponge Cake Maker 2013.



I’m giving a talk about my bawdy, illustrated history book, The Gin
Lane Gazette, at Benjamin Franklin’s House in London, at noon on

15th April. I’ll be mentioning Ecton, and Franklin, since he turns up in
the book. I’ll also be talking at Northampton Waterstone’s on

Thursday 11th April.

ADRIAN TEAL CARTOONS



YOUTH CLUB

We would like to thank all the people who helped to make the bridge drives such a success. Many
people worked very hard cooking roast potatoes, making tea and coffee, serving food and most
important setting up and clearing away. And a big thank you for all donations of raffle prizes.
I would also like to give a special thank you to Phyllis for the delicious shortbread which was
enjoyed by everyone. This is our big fund raising event of the year so thanks again.
We have been very busy at youth club in the last month making Mother’s Day presents, doing
sand art, making cake pops, bowling in Wellingborough and roller skating at Benham sports
centre.
We were specially delighted with our visit from Maurice creed and his team who taught us the
game of short mat bowls. We had a thoroughly enjoyable night and would like to thank them very
much.



Introducing the Ecton Neighbourhood Plan

Do you agree with planning decisions made that affect Ecton village and do you
want to be more involved in planning decisions in the future? Under the
Government's policy of giving communities more power in planning local
development, a Neighbourhood Plan is a new opportunity for parishioners to
have their opinions recognised by the planning process.

The Parish Council wants to learn your views: this could lead to changes and
either more or less development, or different types of development might be
allowed in the village in the future.

A questionnaire has been distributed with this month's Ecton View. This is
your chance to have your say about the future of your village. Please
return completed questionnaires by 31st May to the Drop Box in The
Three Horseshoes or to the addresses listed at the end of the questionnaire.

Ecton is a Northamptonshire village parish in the Borough of
Wellingborough. It is situated on a hill, built around a church and an

historic hall, all set in green fields and mature trees. Ecton is a sociable
village with lots of community activities across all age groups using

village assets such as the village hall, the church, the school and the two
pubs. Partly in a conservation area, the character of the village is typified
by houses built of traditional ironstone and more recent brick houses. The

village celebrates a historical connection to the ancestors of Benjamin
Franklin.

What does Ecton mean to you?



What‛s Coming Up in Ecton?

When? What? & Where?
Sunday 31st March ‛Dave Johnson Band‛ – live Sunday

afternoon music at the Three
Horseshoes

Tuesday 9th April 7pm Village Hall Committee AGM
– in the Village Hall – all welcome

Saturday 13th April Cinema Night in the Village Hall –
contact Alistair MacRae on 402582

Friday 26th April Ecton Witches – at Sally‛s, 12 The
Courtyard

Saturday 11th May Safari Supper – contact Sally on
403027

Friday 28th June Ecton Witches – contact Nicky
Buckley for more information

Friday 30th August Ecton Witches – contact Nicky
Buckley for more information



LLet us know what you want

The purpose of the village hall is to provide a venue for various
forms of recreation and leisure for the villagers. As you will have
seen from previous editions of this magazine and heard from your
friends and neighbours, your village hall hosts a wide variety of
activities. To help planning for the future, the village hall
committee needs to understand your views on the types of activity
there have been and the types you would like to see in the future.

The Village Hall Committee invites you to join them for a drink
and a chat on Tuesday 9th April at 7.00pm.

There will be the opportunity for you to see examples of the
activities over the last year and to meet the people who organise
them so that you can share your views with them. In addition,
there will be representatives from other village groups and
organisations for you to meet.

This informal gathering will be followed at 7.30 by the Annual
General Meeting of the Village Hall to which all villagers are invited.
At the AGM you will hear a report on the committee’s actions, the
hall’s financial situation and thoughts on future development.

To give the committee the best chance of meeting the needs of
the villagers please come to the village hall on the 9th April.

Ecton Witches

Friday 26 April 2013 – 7.30pm
12 The Courtyard, Church Way

Please telephone the hostess Sally on 01604
403027, by Wednesday 24 April, to confirm
your attendance. £5.00 is required prior to
cover the cost of food and to help ensure the
correct numbers are catered for on the
evening.
As usual, bring a bottle of wine on the night.

2013 Dates:
28 Jun – hostess Rachael Godby ,
30 Aug – hostess required,



10 GAMES AND PLAYOFFS LOOK LIKELY
FOR TOWN

Northampton 1 - 0 Bristol Rovers. 10 wins in 11 games at home. Just about
the best home record in all 4 divisions. The game its self was poor, not much
football played, however at this stage of the season its the results that count.

Ben Harding scored the goal from the ever reliable source of Ben Tozer’s throw
in’s in the 87th minute. His throw ins are a constant danger and defences

struggle to stop them causing havoc in the box. Northampton’s home record is
keeping them in touching distance of the top 3. 41 points at home where just 17

away from home. Our poor away form continued at Exeter a team who have won
as many games at home as we have away, a team there for the taking. However

straight from a corner the usually rock solid keeper Lee Nicholls dropped the
ball into the back of the net. A sign of things to come for the Cobblers. Nicholls
almost gave away a second goal straight from a goal kick but former Cobblers

man Aaron Davis missed an open goal all though could be let off from 35 yards
out. Exeter’s second came from veteran striker Jamie Cureton an excellent

headed goal from a free kick. It was 3-0 in the 83rd minute but by then it didn’t
matter the match was won, Northampton were hit on the counter attack by an

excellent run by Gosling who finished in composed fashion. Northampton were
punished from their mistakes they made, although the over all performance

wasn’t that bad, but a series of missed chances cost them. With 10 games to go
Northampton should ( touch wood) Make the playoffs, its away from home that
will decide weather Northampton are serious contenders for a top 3 spot. How

ever no matter what happens Cobblers fan’s should remember this time last year
we were struggling to stay in the league, Aidy Boothroyd has worked wonders in

one season to take us back to competing with the best in our league.
LEAUGE TABLE played/points AS OF 7TH MARCH 2013

1 Gillingham 35 66
2 Port Vale 36 64
3 Cheltenham 37 61

4 Rotherham 35 60
5 Burton 36 59
6 Exeter 36 58

7 Northampton 36 58
8 Southend 35 51
9 Fleetwood 35 51

10 Bradford 34 49Ben Coulter-Brophy



It seemed like a good idea at the time.
When one of the guys at work asked me whether I wanted to be part of a team
of 4 people on a sponsored walk for charity I said yes, thinking along the lines of
an afternoon stroll around Pitsford Water or maybe a 30k route if we wanted
To be a bit more ambitious.
It turns out that he’s actually signed us up for the Trailtrekker challenge which
is a 100km trek for teams of four, over 30 hours across the Yorkshire Dales
National Park……….. I suppose I’d better go and buy some walking boots.
We hope to raise £1,400.00 between us and any help that you can give to-
wards my £350.00 target would be much appreciated.

More information and the link for online donations at
www.justgiving.com/servorejectsPG

Paul Godby
Joyce Orford
Joyce was born on 29th May 1921 in the district of Meersbrook in Sheffield;
sadly her younger twin sister, Joan, did not survive the birth. She also had a
brother, who she grew up with until later in life but who then predeceased her.
Her parents had been married almost 3 years earlier in Ecton Church where
Joyce’s grandfather worked on the estate. It seems that in April 1941, probably
as a result of the war, the Orfords came to Ecton and took up the tenancy of Hazel Cottage,
58 High Street. Joyce told me that her grandfather lived in a cottage just down the High
Street on the east side. Joyce was to live in Hazel Cottage until moving into a nursing home
late in 2012, over 70 mainly happy years.
It was during the war that Joyce met my Aunt Edith when they worked together for the war
effort in an establishment in Salcey Forest. My aunt was a twin, just like Joyce, and that
friendship flourished until 2011 until sadly my Aunt passed away. As a result of this our
friendship with Joyce grew and we would take her to Wimbledon to visit Auntie. Joyce
would spend Christmas and Easter with us and then we would celebrate her birthdays.
On her 90th we had lunch at Fotheringhay and afterwards went to Burleigh House. Joyce
worked for many years on the switchboard at Wellingborough Council and met good friends
there. Through her being a Christian she was well known at Ecton Church and through this
connection she went on a trip to the Holy Land lead by Fr. Pickard. Her life was in Ecton
and happily she did not have to leave it until right near the end.
We are grateful to all those people in Ecton and from the church who made her last months
in Hazel Cottage possible and for the care shown when she was in the nursing home.
Donald and Elizabeth Loe.

Funeral at Ecton Church - 4th April 1.30pm




