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Parish and Village Organisations
Parish Council
Chairman: Anne Nicholson
Tel: 01604 410908

Pre & Primary School
Head: Esther McIntosh
Tel: 01604 409213

Youth Club
Contact: Margaret Tinston
Tel: 01604 412233
Margaret@ectonvillage.co.uk
Wednesday at Village Hall
6.00-7.30 Junior Youth Club
7.30-9.00 Senior Youth Club

Mums & Tots
Contact: Jenny 407474 or

Caroline 407113

Bell Ringers
Contact: Colin Tinston
Tel: 01604 412233

Cricket Club
Captain: Steve Wheatman
Tel: 01604 401714

Ecton Village Hall
Contact:Rodney Ingram
Tel: 01604 406038
Booking Clerk:Carol Armstrong
Tel: 01604 402907
Mobile: 07515 156419

Short Mat Bowls
Contact: Maurice Creed
Tel: 01604 407864

Church Directory
Priest in Charge
Chris Pearson
The Vicarage
72 High Street
Great Doddington
Wellingborough NN29 7TH
Tel: 01933 226711

Churchwarden
Mark Aveyard
01604 811821
Electoral Roll Officer
Mary Dicks
Field House
West Street, Ecton NN6 0QF
Tel: 01604 407145

PCC Secretary
Mr. Tom Pearson
The Vicarage
72 High Street
Great Doddington
Wellingborough NN29 7TH
Tel: 07745 133867

PCC Treasurer & Churchwarden
Mark Aveyard
28 Clarke Court
Earls Barton NN6 0XX
Tel: 01604 811821

Our Local Police Constable
Elliot Lee. Tel:03000 111 222



Editors Ramblings

Copy for The March magazine to

Colin Tinston, Rectory Farm House, High Street
Telephone: 412233

e-mail: navigator@ectonvillage.co.uk
by 18th February

My first job this month is to apologise to Rodney and Sheila Ingram
and Colin Sotheby & family who sponsored the Christmas card and I failed
to include their names, a big sorry. Thanks to all sponsors we were able to
provide our Ecton Golden Oldies (EGO’s) with an excellent Christmas meal,
pictures in this issue. This year the village is arranging an outing for our
senior citizens (yes the first ego trip).

Whilst at a Christmas function it was suggested that the village did
a fund raising in aid of Northamptonshire Young Carers and I think I might
have had a little too much to drink as I agreed that if it reached £1000.00
I would have a public shaving of my moustache, which would be sadly missed
after nearly 30 years. If you would like to support this very worthwhile cause
please contact me or Sally Bresnahan on 403027 or Len Edwards on
415378 or just put an envelope through my door with your donation. Thank
you in advance, to me a total of £999.00 seems a nice sum!

In this issue we have a volunteer to arrange a walk in Derbyshire for
Ecton villagers, thanks to Eric Thompson for this. Also pictures from the
last BIG BREAKFAST which had a great atmosphere with the addition of live
music, pictures from the mums & tots pre Christmas activities, details of
the next Witches gathering and a feature on anti-social behaviour.

I really hope the front cover picture is not repeated this year and life
rolls gently into spring.

Is anyone interested in a Street Party
(or similar) to celebrate the forthcoming Royal wedding. If you are and
would like to help to organise something please contact Alex Fernley

on 07790081409



THEM THAR HILLS

Firstly may I thank all of the people that we have met so far in the village for the warm welcome
that you have given both Trish and I. Whilst we have only been here four months we really have
begun to feel at home.

Those of you that have got to know us will be aware that we have moved here from North East
Derbyshire and whilst there may not be gold in them thar hills there certainly is a treasure trove
of wonderful countryside, which as a Sheffield lad I have spent many years walking and latterly
converted a London city girl to the fun of walking in its beautiful and rugged landscape.

Our jaunts over the last three or four years have been curtailed as Anno Domini caught up on my
hips and I had to be transformed into bionic man with two new Titanium replacements. I can now
vouch for the sense in ridding myself of the acute arthritic pain as I managed to walk the twelve
miles of Win Hill in the Hope Valley, which was our favourite walk, just before we moved down
to Northampton.

Having talked about this at one of the “festive doos” a good number of people expressed an inter-
est in a walking weekend in the Peak District in the springtime which I volunteered to organise.
Up early Saturday morning, an hour and a half’s drive to Derbyshire followed by a 5/6 mile walk
on reasonably flat but rough terrain which might take in an Iron Age Fort where daubing up with
wode is optional. An overnight stay in “Country Inn” accommodation followed by another slightly
less strenuous walk on Sunday morning, lunch and then home. This is not “mountaineering” but a
moderately demanding stroll and well within the compass of anyone who walks and is reasonably
fit. The pace of the walks will be tailored to meet the demands of the party, is intended to be fun
and not a trial of strength and endurance.

The local underfoot conditions are either millstone grit (Dark Peak) or Limestone (White Peak)
and will be muddy in the spring I suspect, so good strong walking boots are essential as are wa-
terproofs and clothing layers to accommodate the changeable weather conditions. For those who
wish to replenish their kit there are lots of excellent walking/climbing gear shops particularly in
Hathersage village at the entrance to the Hope Valley.

Anyone who is interested please contact me on 01604 400157 and I will dig out my maps and
books and we can have a planning meeting in the pub, firm up on routes, numbers etc and I can
also get information together on accommodation.

Those of you who expressed an interest but were fortified by Christmas Spirit and are now reading
this in horror- I know who you are!

Kindest Regards
Eric Thompson
The Rushes
4 Wellingborough Road
Ecton





Coffee Rota
February 6th Wendy & Ingrid

13th Joy Wilson & Chris Jordan
20th Fiona Major & Sue Bush
27th Dorothy Creed & Ingrid Cartwright

CHURCH LOTTERY
January

£40 Mr. Booth

£10 Shirley Cart

£10 Vivky Taylor

Sidespersons
February 6pm 6th David & Mary Dick

9.15am 13th Margaret Weddle & Mark Aveyard
11am 20th Marian Gleave & Nick Greene
9.15am 27th Brian & Sylvia Saunders

Church Cleaning Rota Brass Cleaning

Week Team
February 12th C

19th Dorothy Creed

26th A

CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY 2011

Our churches are now engaged in the ‘E100 Bible Reading Challenge’
and Sunday sermons introduce the coming week’s readings

Tuesday 1st 10.00 Holy Communion (at St. Mary’s Wilby).
Wednesday 2nd 19.30 Compline & Prayer.
Saturday 5th 10.00 Open Church – time for reflection and quiet –

coffee is served.
Sunday 6th 18.00 Holy Communion.

Tuesday 8th 10.00 Holy Communion (at St. Mary’s Wilby).
19.30 Deanery Synod – Andrew’s, Wellingborough.

Thursday 10th 19.45 Benefice Prayer Meeting – (Great Doddington Vicarage).
Sunday 13th 09.15 Holy Communion.
Tuesday 15th 10.00 Holy Communion (at St. Mary’s Wilby)

19.30 Ecton P.C.C. – In Church.
Thursday 17th 14.15 Pre-School Praise – Gt. Doddington.
Sunday 20th 11.00 All-Age Worship with Holy Communion.
Tuesday 21st 10.00 Holy Communion (at St. Mary’s Wilby)

14.30 Afternoon Songs of Praise with Afternoon Tea.
Wednesday 23rd 19.30 Churches Together in Earls Barton & District –

Earls Barton Baptists Church Rooms.
Sunday 27th 09.15 Morning Prayer



From the Vicarage,

So much seems to have happened since I last wrote for ‘Ecton View’ – that was
back in mid-November. Then we were reflecting upon Remembrance, but since
then we have completed Advent, Christmas, and New Year. I wonder how it all
was for you. We managed to keep well at the Vicarage, but I know that many in
our area have suffered a lot of ‘bugs’ – some have had various strains of flu, while for others it has
been tummy bugs. I do hope Christmas was not spoiled for you and that you are now enjoying
returning to a more normal pattern of life.

Thinking back to Remembrance for a moment, I am reminded yet again that we still live in a very
violent world. As I write this time the overthrow of the government in Tunisia has recently taken
place with the president having fled the country and martial law having been put in place. We
all regret the deaths that have been caused, especially as there appear to be so many, and mainly
from the brutality of the police, if reports are to be believed; but even one is a tragedy – someone’s
father, son, brother, mother, daughter, sister, or close friend. We mustn’t be complacent though.
We can’t say, ‘Oh that’s a long way away, it doesn’t affect us’. We can’t be complacent because
we must also ask ourselves about the protests and riots concerning student tuition fees in several
of our own cities already this year. Is that so very different from what is going on in Tunisia?
Certainly it is far less extreme, but in essence is it not similar?

We are also at present praying for those affected by flooding around the world, and it seems to
be ever more widespread – Australia, Sri Lanka, and now Brazil too. At the same time, though,
there are those places in the world that are regularly hit by these kinds of monsoon conditions and
who annually live with deaths by mudslide or drowning, and the sweeping away of homes and
infrastructure – like Nepal, for example. It’s sad that that country doesn’t hit the international
news in the same way.

Coming back home we have a big project that has just begun across all three of our churches.
2011 marks the four hundredth anniversary of the translating of the King James Bible. ‘So what!’
you might say, but it is a very significant milestone for although there were earlier translations this
was the first official one and the first to be read publicly in Church services. We are celebrating,
not specifically the King James translation, which is not easy to read now as our language has
changed so much over the centuries, but we are celebrating the fact that we have the scriptures in
our own language – and in a rich variety of versions as well. The ‘E100 Bible Reading Challenge’
I wrote about last time. It is a programme of 100 key Bible passages designed to help us to get to
grips with not only bits of the Bible, but also an appreciation of how it is all strung together and
some of the major themes that can be traced through from beginning to end. Each week until mid-
July the Sunday sermon introduces the coming week’s readings. So far there is much enthusiasm
for this and about fifty members across the three churches have bought the little study guide for
themselves. I pray that there will be a rich blessing from all this.

With very best wishes,

Chris Pearson



The
ECTON VIEW

CHRISTMAS LUNCH
FOR

ECTON GOLDEN OLDIES

Daniel
(who lied about his age)

left holding the baby



Nearly 40 people came to the village hall on 15th December and enjoyed
a lovely christmas lunch which was made possible by the kind donations
of those people who paid for a christmas wish in the magazine and by the
willing volunteers who helped on the day.

After lunch we were able to talk about future events that would be
welcomed by our older residents - we are going to try and hold an event at
least once a month.

In addition we decided to find a name for the group, by democratic process
the ECTON GOLDEN OLDIES were established!

Finally, we were all made aware of the very generous bequest from David
Cross who left £10,000 to the Parish Council to fund trips and outings for
older people in the village. We now have some ideas to work on and a small
sub committee of the Parish Council will be working on the planning and
organisation - watch this space.

If you have any queries or ideas please contact Sally on 01604 403027 or
Alex on 07790 081409

THE NEXT EVENT FOR ECTON GOLDEN OLDIES WILL BE MORN-
ING COFFEE ON FEBRUARY 8TH AT 10A.M. AT THE VILLAGE
HALL. (TEA, COFFEE, CAKES, RAFFLE AND MUCH MORE!!!!!)
PLEASE COME AND JOIN US SO THAT WE CAN PLAN THE YEAR’S
CALENDAR. LET SALLY OR ALEX KNOW IF YOU NEED A LIFT.

There is a crack in everything, that’s how the light gets in.

Ecton Waste Treatment Plants

Our friends in Ecton will be relieved that the proposed new Waste
Treatment plant at Billing has been cancelled by NCC. Project
Reduce, a previous government initiative, had been considering
sites around the County but it was felt that the Billing site was the
favourite. Now NCC has returned the land to Anglian Water and
hopefully that will be the end of the matter.

Taken from the monthly missive from Councillor Jim Bass







Mums & Tots

ICE SKATING WITH FRIENDS

The Christmas Party

No winter lasts forever; no spring skips it’s turn.

“A BIG THANKS”
to all who contributed prizes and donations

and to all who competed in

“THE 3 SHOES SKITTLES KNOCKOUT”
your generosity helped us raise

£516 for the B H F

Thanks also to the hungry bunch that supported
the ECTON BIG BREAKFAST tombola

Thanks to prizes donated & contributions
we raised our best ever £126 for the village hall

HAPPY 2011 Kathy Humphries



THE ECTON BIG BREAKFAST



Anti-social behaviour – Our priority, for your peace of mind

People from all walks of life commit anti-social behaviour (ASB). Graffiti, noise
nuisance, littering, rowdy and inconsiderate behaviour…. they’re all enough to make
people feel angry and frustrated, even unsafe and insecure.

To drive down ASB in our neighbourhoods, Northamptonshire’s Community
Safety Partnerships (CSPs), working with its partner agencies*, decided to make ASB
a priority across the county. The aim was to actively target offenders and hotspot
areas, whilst ensuring victims of ASB feel satisfied with the service they receive.
Our results are now speaking for themselves.

Victim satisfaction is currently rated at 83.3%**, and exceeds local targets.
Ease of contact, how a victim is treated and kept informed, and overall satisfaction
are also monitored. This also means the confidence our local communities have in the
services we provide and the way we’re tackling ASB, crime and disorder is also at an
all time high, making us one of the fastest growing counties in the country in terms of
confidence levels.

Northamptonshire Police’s lead on ASB, Chief Inspector Nick Purdie, explains:
“This priority is a key part of our drive to putting communities first. We are aware
ASB can have a dramatic effect on the quality of life of people in the county and are
determined to continue to do all we can to reduce the number of incidents.”

Since March 2009, criminal damage, the measure used by the police to
monitor ASB, has also moved in the right direction, falling by nearly 20%*** across
the county. This means 2,671 fewer offences, and is something that can be seen, (or,
in this case, not!) by all members of the community. The figures for Wellingborough
are also reducing, with a reduction in criminal damage offences of 13.1% - that’s 232
fewer crimes!

Results don’t happen overnight though, and are down to the hard work of
CSPs, partners and our local communities.

In partnership with the Northamptonshire Probation Trust we have been
capitalising on the efforts of the Community Payback Schemes where offenders,
wearing high-vis jackets, are being held to account for their offences. Projects are
being undertaken on a weekly basis, with work involving the clearing of public areas,
removing graffiti, and litter picking. Supported by Wellingborough Borough Council
and Wellingborough Partnership, the scheme was also heavily involved in the town’s
first Town Centre Clean Up, where local residents and council employees took to the
streets for a grand clear up, all helping to put something positive back in to the local
community.

Using funding from the CSP, outreach sessions and diversionary activities are
also being provided by local youth work groups, Service Six and Groundwork. More
young people than ever are being supported across the borough, with the sessions
aimed at helping them through the trials they face on a daily basis, as well as
diverting them away from possible criminal and anti-social activity.

Moving forward we will ensure ASB continues to be a priority across the county
and in your local area. Together and in partnership, ASB is our priority, for your
peace of mind.

For more information, to find out how you can report an incident of ASB or get
involved in helping your community to flourish visit www.resultsinmyarea.co.uk or contact the
Wellingborough Community Safety Partnership team on 01933 231803.

Alternatively you can speak to your local Safer Community Team Police Officer on
03000 111 222 or by visiting www.northants.police.uk/sct





Ecton Village Primary School has three Junior Road Safety
Officers (JRSO). Here they reflect on and write about what
took place in Road Safety Week which took place on 22nd –
28th November.

_________________________

At Ecton Village Primary School we learnt about speed
cameras. Two officers came in and brought speed cameras
and showed us how to work them and see how fast the cars
were going. We found out that cars were going 66 mph when
meant to be going 40 mph.

On Monday 22nd November we wore brightly coloured
clothes. We id this to think about people being safe and seeing
us when it’s dark. We paid money to wear mufti. The money
went into a bucket to road safety charity BRAKE.

On Friday 26th November we had held a competition and had
decided on the winners of the competition for the most eye-
catching and the most clearest road safety message. As
winners were announced they also had 2 prizes which were
bright coloured stickers and a hi-viz jacket. The 6 winners
were Danny, Connie, Bonnie, Kelly-Ann, Connor and Mathew.

_________________________

Further details of what Ectons JRSOs have achieved can be
found at the school website at www.ecton-village-
school.co.uk/road



Ecton Witches
Friday 25 February 2011 at 7:30pm

68 High Street
Please telephone Nicky on

01604 406443 to confirm by
Wednesday Prior

with £5.00 to cover food costs, and bring a
bottle of wine on the evening.

ECTON ALLOTMENTS
A plot will become available shortly.

If you are interested in renting
please contact

Brian Saunders, 18 Church View
Ecton

Tel: 01604 409444







BELVOIR!
the lettings specialist

northampton@belvoirlettings.com
(01604) 621 621

R! There are many lettings agents. There is 1 lettings specialist.

OWN RENTAL PROPERTY IN NORTHAMPTON?

THINKING OF LETTING YOUR PROPERTY?

THINKING OF BUYING INVESTMENT PROPERTY?

WE CAN HELP!

> Property Letting and Management > Private Portfolio Sourcing

> Buy To Let Advice

> Fully Audited Client Accounts

> Full Client Money Protection

> Market Leading Advertising

> Landlord Advice Surgeries

> Rental Property Refurbishment

> Property Ombudsman Members

> Quality Rental Insurances


