










From the Rectory,

Have you ever heard the expression, ‘He has a voice like a corncrake’? It’s not
intended to be very complimentary, and if you’ve ever heard the call of that bird you
will understand why. The fact is, though, that most people never have heard a corncrake
– and far fewer have actually seen one. They are migrating birds only found in these
islands during the summer months and although I understand they used to be quite
common they now tend to be confined to the Western Isles of Scotland and large areas of
Ireland. I mention this because I’ve just returned from my annual retreat on Iona where
we often heard their rasping call in the long grass where they hide and nest. They are
very timid and secretive birds though, and although I’ve often heard them on Iona I don’t
think I have ever actually seen one. I’m not alone either. Last week there were many
avid birdwatchers (twitchers?) around with their long lenses trying to catch a glimpse and
a rare photograph, but from the generally bored expressions on their faces I don’t think
they were having much success either!

I pondered on the humble corncrake – timid and hiding, not particularly
spectacular to look at, and best known for its infamous call (you can’t call it a ‘song’),
but nevertheless the centre of great interest and attention from the ornithologists. It
reminded me of how God views us. I don’t know about you, but I certainly wouldn’t
count myself as particularly special or spectacular, yet God treats me (and all of us) as
incredibly special and valuable enough to die for, just as the birdwatchers gathering in the
countryside of Iona count the corncrake special and valuable.

Another remarkable thing about visiting Iona last week was that I was there for a
significant anniversary. This was the 1450th anniversary of the arrival of Saint Columba
on June 9th 563. It was St. Columba who first brought Christianity to the British Isles,
travelling from Ireland in a home-made boat, a coracle, made from wooden strips with
animal skins stretched across. He had arrived on Pentecost Sunday with twelve fellow
monks and set up a monastery on Iona, which would initially have been a collection of
mud huts and from there the Christian message spread throughout Scotland and beyond
so that when St. Augustine arrived in Canterbury some thirty years later in 597 he was
surprised to find the Christian faith already here in the north of the country.

As we enter the summer period, during July Jo and I will be on holiday for a
couple of weeks. On our first Sunday away (7th) the services will be led again by the
Rev’d Martin Walker, chaplain of Wellingborough School and a familiar visiting friend
to our churches, but at the two morning services (Wilby and Great Doddington) there will
be a visiting speaker from ‘Intercontinental Church Society’ an organisation providing
English-speaking ministry around the world and with whom we often undertake summer
chaplaincies in Switzerland. On this occasion, The Rev’d Ricky Yates who is the
permanent chaplain at the English speaking church in Prague will speak about I.C.S. in
general and the work in his area particularly. I’m so sorry that I shall miss this, but it was
the only date we could be offered.



CALENDAR FOR JULY 2013

Tuesday 2nd There is no midweek service today
Saturday 6st 10.00 Open Church with Coffee

Sunday 7th 18.00 Holy Communion
Tuesday 9th There is no midweek service today

Sunday 14th 09.15 Holy Communion
Tuesday 16th There is no midweek service today

Thursday 18th 14.15 Pre-School Praise(at Gt. Doddington)

Sunday 21st 11.00 All-Age Worship with Holy Communion
Tuesday 23rd 10.00 Holy Communion

Sunday 28th 09.15 Morning Prayer
Tuesday 30th 10.00 Holy Communion

30.30 Afternoon Songs of Praise.
Wednesday 31st 19.30 Ecton P.C.C. – in Church.

On our second Sunday away (14th) the morning services at Ecton and Great
Doddington will be led by the Rev’d Dr. Judy Craig-Peck who is a self-supporting
minister in the Grendon group of parishes. I don’t think Judy has been here before for
worship, but I have no doubt that she will receive a warm welcome and bring inspiring
worship to the two congregations.

Last month I mentioned the forthcoming annual holiday club, to take place dur-
ing August. The invitation letters and application forms are now out. They have been
distributed in all three schools and there are spare copies in each church. As usual we
shall be using material produced by Scripture Union, this time with a space theme and
studying the book of Daniel in the Old Testament. Our day out will be to the Space
Centre in Leicester. We look forward to welcoming around fifty children once again
for another exciting (not to say exhausting!) week of activity and fun as well as learning
more about our wonderful God.

With every blessing,
Chris Pearson.
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