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FROM THE RECTOR’S STUDY

Ewvery Blessing, Peter Navlor



ST MARY MAGDALENE, ECTON

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
Sunday 9th April te Sunday 16th April 1995

Palm Sunday

9,30 am  Parish Communion with Distribution of Palms
6.00 pm Evensong and Sermen

Monday and Tuesday
930 am Holy Communion
7.30 pm  Holy Communion with Address

Wednesday

930 am Holy Communion and Address

7.30 pm  Stainer's Crucifixion (combined choir from
local churches)

Celebration of the Last Supper
7.30 pm  Holy Communion with Address followed by a vigil
until midnight

Good Friday

9.00 am Morning Prayer
1030 am Family Service with Hot Cross Buns

2-3pm An Hour by the Cross

Holy Saturday
8.30 pm Lighting of the Pascal Candle and Renewal of
Baptism Yows

Easter Day

9.30 am Parish Communion
B6.00 pm  Evensong



RECTOR’S NOTES

An apology is due to the bell ringers! Their valuable
and most welcome contribution to the life of the
parish was overlooked when we were compiling for
the Pass-it-on-Scheme the list of activities needing
new members, There are many towers in the county
well supported by enthusiastic and often youthful
teams of ringers, or campanologists as we should call
them. Ecton has a fine peal of bells much admired by
the experts. So if there is any of you out there,
younger or older, male or female, who would like to
learn how to ring the bells, please contact Dorothy
Creed on 407864,

44 84 4 4 4 4

On Sunday, 26th February [ blessed a small group of
communicants who have been authorised by the
Bishop of Peterborough to administer the chalice at
Hely Communion in our Parish Church. John
Strange, the Reverend James Morrison and Pat Baylis
are old hands, having exercised this valuable ministry
for a number of years. They are joined by Alice
Adams and Graham Jordan. I know that all of them
have not undertaken this responsibility without some
fear and trembling. 1 hope that you will give them
your support and be sympathetic should there be the
occasional mistake, especially due to inexperience. It
is a sign of health in cur parish life when members of
the congregation are willing to serve In this way, |
take this opportunity to express pleasure in
strengthening of the choir with new members. Frank
Brown, the organist, is greatly encouraged.



RECTOR’S NOTES CONTINUED - 2

The Annual Parochial Meeting will be held in the
Conference Room at Ecton House on Sunday, Z2nd
April, 1995 following Evensong. This meeting is the
most important of the year during which elections are
held, the accounts for the year presented for
approval, reports heard and significant matters of
business discussed. As Bruce Forsyth would say, ‘be
there'.

Gratitude needs to be expressed on behalf of
everybody to those who planned and worked for the
Pass-it-on-Scheme. [t would be invidious to mention
names, but a great debt is owed to Mike Baylis and
David Tuck, together with those who visited the
homes of Electoral Role members. Thanks are due to
the many parishioners who responded immediately
with monetary gifts. At the Annual Parochial Meeting
a complete report will be presented and then
published in this journal.

Patricia and I recently attended an evening Seminar
at Weston Favell when the theme was that of Sunday
Schoof Teaching. A teacher, a parent, and a member
of the congregation, made up our party. It was
presented by the David C Scott Organisation from
America whose excellent material we use in our
Sunday Schoel and which is one of the contributing
factors for the increase in the number of children who
attend week-by-week. Clearly, Sunday School work
must be always of the best, if we are to earn the



RECTOR’S NOTES CONTINUED - 3

respect of parents and children. We had a splendid
evening and enjoyed a dynamic presentation. Much
was learnt, particularly about the nature of small
boys! When next the David C Scott Organisation
comes to town it is hoped that more members of the
congregation will be there to learn and to laugh.
Patricia is always ready to welcome [riends from the
congregation to sit in when the Sunday School meets.
She needs prior notice lest the children be swamped
. with visitors. What goes on in that Rectory Room on
Sunday mornings is wondrous to behold.

I am writing to thank the Monday Club for holding the
most recent Whist Drive in aid of the Church
Restoration Fund. X100 was the result of their
efforts. A most enjoyable evening ensued and [ am
writing to thank all whose who helped, especially
Charlie Marden and the ladies. My thanks also to
those who attended and those many people who gave
prizes.

And now we look forward to the summer. At the last
Parochial Church Council meeting it was decided to
hold two events in the summer which I hope you will
support and enjoy. The first is the Ecton Feast when
we hold our Patronal Festival., It will be on the
weekend of Saturday 22nd to Sunday 23rd July and I
will be responsible for the arrangements. Secondly,
David Tuck has undertaken to exert his considerable
energles towards arranging a Parish Garden Party at
Ecton House on Saturday, 19th August. Proceeds
from this event will go towards paying off the debt



RECTOR’S NOTES CONTINUED - 4

incurred with the recent restoration. Please, please
note these dates in your diary, arrange the support of
family and friends, and watch out for a blaze of
publicity in the next magazine.

I have decided to hold a service in church on Monday,
May 8th at 7.00 pm to celebrate Victory in Europe
Day (May 9th). The service will present an
opportunity to offer thanksgiving for deliverance from
the hands of Hitler and his gang, prayer for those who
lost their lives in the cause of freedom, and prayer for
the future of our country. A party in the Rectory
Room has been planned to follow the service. Those
who wish to celebrate afterwards will be expected to
bring a culinary contribution to share with others.

There is but one Lord Jesus
and one faith, and the rest is a

dispute about trifles.
Queen Elizabeth [



JOHN STAINER

John Stainer was born in London in 1840 and died in
Italy in 1901 aged sixty.

He was the son of a musical parish schoolmaster and
became a choirboy at St Paul’s Cathedral.

After completing his musical studies, he returned to
St Paul’s Cathedral as Organist, and he was knighted
for his services to music, by Queen Victoria in 1888.

One of his larger scale choral works, The Crucifixion
(written in 1887}, is to be performed in Ecton Parish

Church on Wednesday, 12th April at 7.30 pm.

The performance will be sung by the combined choir
of Great Billing and Earls Barton with our own choir
members also included.

The two soloists are Mr John Bandey - Tenor
and Mr Gordon Larkman - Bass

We are very pleased to have this opportunity to work
together with our two neighbouring parishes and we
do hope that the performance will be well attended,
and that it may arouse more interest and enthusiasm
for choir work in our own parish.

Frank Brown



We care for God's sake

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND

Serving the nation 24 hours a day.

At Times of Joy
Almost one-third of all children born each year (170,000) are
baptised in the Church of England, not to mention 46,000 older
children and adults.

And Gladness
One-third of all marriages (96,828) also take place in a parish
church, that is two-thirds of all marriages in a religious setting.

And of Sadness

The Church provides bereavernent counseling and support for
thousands of familes each year. Two-thirds of al funerals
(560,000) each year are taken by The Church of England.

At Home
10,817 paid clergy, 1454 unpaid clergy and 7,700 Readers provide
pastoral care.

At Work
49 chaplains work full-time in business and commerce.

At Play
Theatres, art, sports and fairgrounds have 247 chaplains.

For Government
Many local authorities also have Anglican chaplains.



In the City, the Suburbs
There are 13,200 parish churches. Since 1987, the church has put
more than £20minto community projectsin theinner-cities.

For our Heritage
In 1992, the Church spent £12m on the fabric of its parish
churches. Restoration of cathedrals during the last 100 years cost
a further £58m.

And the Countryside :
Since 1991, a new congregation has been founded every fortnight.

For the Homeless
At least 27 acres of church land has been made available to build
400 low cost housing units and more are in the pipeline.

In Sickness
There are 250 whole-time and 1800 part-time hospital chaplains.

In Trouble
Those in prison are served by 174 chaplains, and many more prison
visitors.

For Children
1in 4 children attend a Church of England primary school. 500,000
young people are in church on Sunday.

And Young People
138 full-time and 192 part-time chaplains help care for students in
Further and Higher Education.

For Those at War
There are 231chaplains to the armed forces.



Ecton Village Mums & Tots

What do you do with your
pre-school child on a
Thursday afternoon ?

Why not come along to
the Mother and Toddler
group in Ecton Village.
It is open to non village
children and their mums.

Going to Mums & Tots is
great for younger pre-playgroup toddlers, as they get
to know each other before starting at the Ecton
Village playgroup. This makes the transition to
playgroup easier and less daunting for many of them.

The session runs from 2:00 - 3:15
on Thursday at the Rectory Room,
Ecton House, Church Way, Ecton -

Costs only 30p, tea or coffee included!



WOMEN’S INSTITUTE REPORT

Members and friends were welcomed by President
Stella.

It was agreed that the Birthday Party had been a
success, both the meal and the entertainment.

We now look forward to an evening at Boofs on 15th
March.

After a short business discussion we settled back for an
evening of poetry. This was by Northampton Poet,
Steve Holden, and friend, Alan. A varlety of themes,
some amusing, some thought provoking, even some
with actions, and nostalgia for the loss of the “Ofd
Northampton”. A splendid evening.

The competition for a five line poem was won by Jean,
Stella and Joy.
APRIL MEETING
Mr A Bennett - Slide Show
Competition: My Favourite Postcard View

Teas: Mrs B Jones and Mrs M Bane



Changes in the Worship on the
First Sunday of the Month

I have received a letter from Dennis Strange
concerning the experimental worship on the first
Sunday of the month. His letter is published and [
want to encourage others who have views on this
matter to write to me so that I, and the Parochial
Church Council, may know what is in your minds
before it is decided whether to extend the
experiment or not. If it should be extended into the
autumn then what pattern should be adopted?

Behind the changes is a desire for our church to
grow, reaching out to those who are outside our
normal worshipping activity.

The matter will be discussed at the Annual
Parochial Meeting on 2nd April and will be high on
the Agenda of the newly appointed church council.

Peter Naylor



THE FAMILY SERVICE

It is with some diffidence that | write about this new service
introduced four months ago for an experimental period of six
months. [ do so not in criticism but to articulate the views of
some parishloners including myself.

First, all seem to have welcomed the attempt to bridge the
gap between “the church” and those who do not worship
regularly or who have little contact or knowledge of the
gospel,

Unfortunately, not all Sunday School children attend, with or
without their parents, but it is a family service and not a
substitute for Sunday School. The growth in the Sunday
School has been a joy to us all and we support this work
wholeheartedly.

The service with its modern lively hymns is well received but
does need a structure and instruction suitable to adults as
well as children. This would be welcomed by many
parishioners,

Then there is the loss of our “Family” Communion on the
first Sunday. An evening 1662 Said Service is not a
satisfactory substitute and, clearly, this does not meet the
needs of some parishioners.

If we are to encourage the support of the Family Service and
its welcome outreach some change is necessary, As this
service only lasts for 40 minutes it would be possible to hold
an ASB Communicn Service (said) at 10.30 am or
thereabouts, possibly in the Chapel depending on numbers.
This would avoid the inclination to worship at another
church, particularly during the winter dark nights.

I am sure the Rector and Parochial Church Council would
welcome your views before June, the end of the
experimental period.

Dennis Strange



RS, T

We are following the guidelines which cur friends in Luten have
taught us:

Get on with the jobl!

Have almost as meny veolunteers as clients. ;

Adept & tough, no-nonsense approach, with & down to earth

Christian pilety.

Allow your clients to have self respect and dignity: arrange

for them to paﬁ a small amount for meals and other services.

Food and warmth are the first requirements, but as things

dEVElDE, other needs will follew and steps ¢an be taken to
respond to them.

6 Alm to have six months' funding in hand. Then If & dire

emergensy ever occurred, you would have enough money to

close downl I am happy to report that Daylight now haa

this financial security, but we have no intenticn of

closing dewn!

Ln = Kok fua i

HEWS FROM THE DAYLIGHT CENTRE - Mcs Peggy Hawker

The Daylight Centre is "wp end running" and the number of
clients using the centre is rvising steadily. Inm the first two
weeks attenders increased from two to eight and then in the
follewing four, from 11 to 55, There are now over 30 people
who visit regularly and we sre serving about 13 meals esch day,

This is one of our biggest headaches as we have not yet baen
able to recrult & cock. VYolunteers are doing & wonderful job
in providing meals, but we hope to be ablé to ralleve them of
this burden scon. Many of our clients are lonely and come to
the centre to talk to people and we want to free our velunteera

for just this purpose.

The majerity of clients live in bed and breakfast
accommodation, although a small number move from place toe place
searching for somewhere to "lay thelr heads". Heost are ip the
30 to 50 year age range, bubt our youngest regular 1s just seven
months and the oldest is over B0. The male te female retio is
60140, Most of those who visit regularly feel that they "own"

the Centre and appear to be very proud of it.

We were delighted toe pass with [lying colours a vecent
Envirunmenta% Health inspection. The Environmental Health
OFfficer was most complimentacy about the way the kitchen was
tun and about the number of volunteers whe had obtained thelr
food hygilene cectlficates. Thls reflects the havd work of oug

manager, Stephen Loveless.

. The showers, which have been donated by Texas Homecare are
installed and leok superb. This will enable us teo start & full

Erngramma of mctivities upstairs by Easter, including showers,
sundry and clothing club.

Altheugh we have over 50 volunteers, we vould welcome mors,
especially anyone who is able to help with washing or ironing!
We shall need twe people Erem lpm to 3.30pm each an, so LE you
have an afterncon free once a week, or once & fortnight, and
would be prepared to help, we would be-delighted to hear from

you!
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All welcome at o

FAMILY

SERVICE
9.30 am

Ist Sunday in the month
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COMMUNION

6.00 pm

Ist Sunday in the month

Come and join us.



ECTON FELLOWSHIP

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, April 11th at the
usual time of 2.30 pm.

Yvonne Chapman who cares for the Diocesan Library
will tell us about her work.

Joan Dickins

Tea List for April 11th
Dorothy Austin and Dorothy Cross

ECTON MONDAY CLUB

The Club’s AGM is to be held on April 3rd and the
Whist Drive on April 27th. It has been voted to have
a day trip to Greenwich, taking a packed lunch, then
a trip round London to see the sights, stopping on
the way back home for tea. The date is to be
arranged early June, more details in May. There will
be the usual evening trips in July and August.



CHALICE ASSISTANTS
MONTHLY ROTA 1995

1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
bth Sunday

Name required
Pat Baylis
Graham Jordan
Alice Adams

The Reverend James Morrison
(30 July/29 October/31 December)

Help is required for Sunday 30th April

James Morrison and John Strange are willing to be called
upon should the regulars be unable to carry out their

duties.

Alice Adams - Tel: 414331
8 Berrydale, Northampton

Pat Baylis - Tel: 407707
34 West Street, Ecton

Graham Jordan - Tel: 4102565
16 High Street

James Morrison - Tel; 785158
8 Ecton Hall, Church Way

John Strange - Tel: 409306
Silver Howe, Barton Fields



COFFEE ROTA

2nd April
9th April
16th April
23rd April
30th April
7th May
14th May
21st May
28th May

SERVERS ROTA

2nd April
9th April
16th April
23rd April
30th April

Ingrid Cartwright

Alice Adams and Wynne Voss
Pat Peacock and Dorothy Creed
Jean Leigh and Brenda Jones
Millie Harlott and Dora Reynolds
Sue and Les Mitchell

Nick and Mary Greene

Ingrid Cartwright

Alice Adams and Wynne Voss

John Strange
Charlotte Greene
Victoria Greene
Graham Jordan

Magazine Copy for May to Ecton House
(clearly labelled) by April 10th please.



MONDAY CLUB OUTING

9.30 am - 8.00 pm
Wednesday, 7th June

If you are interested in a trip to Greenwich followed
by a tour of London sights and stopping for tea on
the way home please see Eileen Collip or Freda
Richards with a deposit of £4.00. The outing will
cost £7.00 and afternoon tea will be an extra with its
cost known soon.

CHURCH MicE
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GOD OF THE NATIONS

God of the nations, God of all who live,
How many gave us all they had to give!
Now, in remembrance of our nation’s dead,
In pride and honesty let prayers be said.

Some died sustained by promise of success,
Some in deleat’s despair and bitterness;
Some died the victims of incompetence;
Through years of peril they were our defence.

‘When you remember us’, we hear them cry,
“Take greater care how you let others die;
Whatever God you worship, or if none,
Pray that the nations learn to live as one’.

We lay our wreaths, perform the simple rite
Anxious that we may see in clearer light,

As those for whom a nation’s blood was shed,
How best to serve the living and the dead.

God of the nations, God of {riend and foe,
Under whose judgement all must come and go,
In your compassion show us how to end

Fear of our foes and make of each a friend.

FRED PRATT GREEN



DIARY - APRIL 1995

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT : 2nd April

0.30 am Family Service
0.00 pm Holy Communion (1662) with hymns
Followed by Annual Parochial Meeting in Ecton House
Monday 3rd April
7.50 am Holy Communion in the House Chapel
2,30 pm Monday Club meet in the Rectory Room
Tuesday 4th April
7.30 pm Ecton Women’s Institute meet in the Rectory Room
Wednesday 5th April
9.30 am Holy Communion

Thursday 6th April
7.30 pm Holy Communion

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER

FALM SUNDAY : 9th April
.30 am Parish Communion with distribution of Palims

and Sunday School
Philippians 2. 5-11 : Mark 14.32-15.41
6.00 pm Evensong and Sermon

MONDAY IN HOLY WEEK : 10th April

9.30 am Holy Communion

T.30 pm Holy Communion with Address
TUESDAY IN HOLY WEEK : 11th April

9.30 am Holy Communion

2.30 pm Ecton Fellowship meet in the Rectory Room

7.30 pm Holy Comniunion with Address



WEDNESDAY IN HOLY WEEK : 12th April
9.30 am Holy Communion and Address
730 pm Stainer’s Crucifixion (combined choir from local churches)

MAUNDY THURSDAY : 13th April
Celebration of the Last Supper
7.30 pm Holy Communion with Address followed by a vigil

unitil midnight

GOOD FRIDAY : 14th April

9.00 am Morning Prayer

10,30 am Family Service with Hot Cross Buns
2 pm-3 pm An Hour by the Cross

HOLY SATURDAY : 15th April
830 pm Lighting of the Pascal Candle and
Renewal of Baptism Vows

EASTER DAY : Sunday 16th April

930 am Parish Communion
Colossians 3. 1-11 : Mark 16. 1-8
6.00 pm Evensong
MONDAY IN EASTER WEEK : 17th April
7.50 am Holy Communion in House Chapel
2.30 pm Monday Club meet in the Rectory Room

TUESDAY IN EASTER WEEK : 18ih April
7.30 pm Holy Communion

WEDNESDAY IN EASTER WEEK : 19th April
930 am Holy Communion

TIHURSDAY IN EASTER WEEK : 20th April
7.30 pm Holy Communion



FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER : 23rd April

9.30 am Parish Communion
1. Peter 1. 3-9 ; John 20. 19-29
6.00 pm Evensong

Monday 24th April
7.50 am Holy Communion in the House Chapel

ST MARK THE EVANGELIST : Tuesday 25th April

7.30 pm Holy Communion
Wednesday 26th April
9.30 am Holy Communion

Thursday 27th April

7.30 pm Holy Communion

7.30 pm Monday Club Whist Drive in the Rectory Room

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EASTER : 30th April

©.30 am Parish Communion and Sunday School
Revelation 19, 6-9 : Luke 24. 13-35

.00 pm Evensong

ST PHILIP AND ST JAMES, APOSTLES : Monday 1st May

7.50 am Holy Communion in the House Chapel

230 pm Monday Club meet in the Rectory Room

7.30 pm Holy Communion

Tuesday 2nd May

7.30 pm Ecton Women'’s Institute meet in the Rectory Room

Wednesday 3rd May

9.30 am Holy Communion

.00 pm Prayer and Praise Group, 34 West Street, Ecton

Thursday 4th May
7.30 pm Holy Communion



THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER : Tth May

9.30 am Family Service
.00 pm Holy Communion (1662) with hymns
---0000000---
BAPTISM
19th February 1995 Jordan George Barber

“You are the light of the World"
- Jesus Chrisr

-=-pOoDo00Do0---



SPRING CLEANING?

[f you are then please bring your surplus bocks and
paperbacks to church for the Mission for Seamen
appeal. These are always in demand and your gifts
will be most welcome.

Dennis Strange
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PLEASE CONTACT

BRIAN SAUNDERS Tel 785332
ALSO AVAILABLE

HANGING BASKETS and BEDDING PLANTS



k2 Halford & Son

Jewellers, Gold & Silversmiths
Watch Makers

Founded in 1902, we arc one of Northamptonshires'
oldest and most respected jewellers.

A family business then and very much a
family business today. We have over the ycars
cstablished an exemplary reputation
for professionalism and integrity.

We pride oursclves on offering friendly advice
on all aspects of our valuation
and restoration services.

All types of jewellery repairs are undertaken
within our own workshop on the premises.
Watch and clock, silver, and silver plating,
restoration and jewellery commissions are

also undertaken and valuations given for
probate and insurance by our own
Registered Valuer on the Premiscs.

We also purchase all types of jewellery

Stockist 33 YORK ROAD, NORTHAMPTON  Stockist
of Avia TELEPHONIE 37088 of Zenith
Watches NOW OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK Watches



PARISH AND VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS

PARISH COUNCIL Chalrman David Dicks

ECTON PRIMARY
SCHOOL

ECTON

FELLOWSHIP

ECTON W.IL

THE MONDAY CLUB

YOUTH CLUB &
SENIOR CLUB

MUMS & TOTS

PLAYGROUP

CRICKET CLUB

BELL RINGERS

Tel: Northampton 407145

Headteacher Dlane Perry
Tel: Morthampton 409213

Contact Joyoe Orford
Tel: Morthampton 414245
2nd Tuesday in month 2.30 pm in Rectory Room

Contact Stella Gibzon
Tel: Morthampton 405350
1st Tuesday ln month 7.30 p.m. In Rectory Room

Contact Elleen Collip or Freda Richards
Tel: Northampton 405688 or 405928

Twice monthly on Mondays 2.30 pm In Rectory Room

Contact BMary Beesley
Tel: Narthampton 810557
Y¥.C. Wednesday 7.00 - 9.00 pm
5.C. Tuesday 5.00 pm, Club Hall, Figh Street, Ecton

Contact Maha Hilller
Tel: Horthampton 781379

Every Thursday 200 - 3.30 pm in Rectory Room

Contact Mr= L Jones

Tel: Northampton 411285
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30-12 noon
Youth Club Hall, High Street, Ecton

Captaln Steve Wheatman
Tel: Northampton 401714
Secretary Hilary Kearsley

Tel: Northampton 810922

Contact Dorothy Creed
Tel: Maorthampton 407864
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