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( PARISH AND VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS )

BELL RIMGERS
Contract Dorothy Creed
Tel: 01604 407564

CRICKET CLUB
Captain: Steve Wheatmen
Tel: 01604 401714
Secretary: Hilary Kearsley
Tel: (1604 810922

FELLOWSHIP
Contact Jovee Orford
Tel: 01604 414245
2nd Tuesday In month
2.30 pm Rectory Room

MONDAY CLUB
Contract Freda Richards
Tel: 01604 405928
Twice monthly on Mondays
2.30 pm Rectory Room

MUMS & TOTS
Contact Kate Klirton
Tel: 01604 409509
Most Wednesdays
2.00-3.15 pm Rectory Room

PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: David Dicks
Tel: 01604 407115

PRE-SCHOOL
Monday Tuesday Thursday
and Friday 915 - 11.45 am
Youth Club Hall, I'ig.. Street
Tel: 01604 784711

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Headteacher: Sheila Sayers
Tel: 01604 405213

WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
Contact: Stella Gibson
Tel: 01604 405350
1st Tuesday in rnonth
7.30 pm Rectory Room

YOUTH & SENIOR CLUBS
Contact: Mary Beesley
Tel: 01604 810577
Youth: Wednesday 7-9 pm
Senior: Tuesday 8.00 pm
Club Hall, High Street, Ecton

MAGAZINE EDITOR

Anne Henderson, 48 High Street, Ecton
Tel: 01604 405942

MAGAZINE DISTRIBUTOR
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C CHURCH DIREGTDH‘I’)

RECTOR
The Reverend Peter Mavior
Ecton Hectory, West Street
Tel: Home 01604 416322

CHUORCHWARDENS
Dorothy Craszd, 22a Church
View - Tel: 01604 407864
Walter Barty, 1 East Butterfleld Ct
MNorthampton Tel: 01604 642117

PCC SECRETARY
Gweanda Barty, 1 East Butterfield Ct
MNorthampton Tel: 01604 642117

PCC TREASURER
Les Mitchell, 12 Berrvdale
Nton - Tel: 01604 415013

ELECTORAL ROLL OFFICER
Mary Dicks, Field House
West 5t - Tel: 01604 407145

STEWARDSHIP RECORDER
Marian Gleave, 1% Church
View - Tel: 01604 407889

SUNDAY FAMILY
Contact Trudle Warner
Tel: 0la0d 412317
9.25 am Rectory Hoom
{Not First Sunday in the month)

CHURCH ORGANIST/CHOIR MASTER
Frank Brown
40 The Scarplands, Duston
Wton - Tel: 01604 471026
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A NOTE OF PROFOUND THANKS

I was overwhelmed with your generosity on my retirement from
parish work. Patricia and I will have memories of a church
packed with friends engaged in a glorious act of worship.

We will take with us to Cambndge vour picture of Northampton
and the gift of £600 will be used to help fund my sabbatical in the
autumn. 1 also want to take this opportunity of thanking the many
parishioners who sent cards and letters expressing kind, sensitive
and loving thoughts. We have both been greatly helped by your
prayerful support.

The purpose of going away is to review my life, dispose of some
mental and spiritval baggage, and to sct one’s sights on a new life
in retirement. Through no fault of wours T have become
increasingly fatigued and saw a change was necessary for the good
of all.

Ecton will always be held with reverence and respect in our hearts
and minds.

Thank you once again for everything,

May God bless you all.

Peter Naylor, Rector
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WHY DO WE HAVE CANDLES IN CHURCH?

Candles serve an important reminder that Christ is the Light of the
World (sce John 1), and offer a uselul visual aid to worship. Tt is most
likely that the lighting of candles and lamps in Christian worship is
bound up with the Vigil service that was held on the Saturday night -
Sunday morning of the Easter weekend, to which the ‘many lights” of
Acts 20vB may be early evidence. The kindling of light at this service,
although probably originally entirely functional, became a liturgical
celebration of which the lighting of the Paschal candle is a traditional
continuance.

By the lourh century, both lamps and candles were in normal use in
Christian worship. The Spanish Christian poet, Prudentius (c. 348), in
his hymn " Inventor rutits’ savs:

“he lamps hang by flexible cords and shine over the ceilings to which
they are fixed, and the flame fed by floaling circles, casis it's light
through clear glass. You would belicve that the heavens were adorned
with the twin constellation of the Wain.”

As far as the Chorch of England goes, there was considerable latitude
as to the use of candles prior to the Reformation, but singe the
Restoration v - "zr Charles II there is continuous evidence for their use
and some of our cathedrals and pgreater churches possess altar
candlesticks daling from the seventeenth century,

As with church decoration in general, the use of candles in no Way
affecis the validity of any service, and their use is a matter of choice.
Having said this though, candles provide such a striking reminder of
the light of Chrst made manifest in the darkness that it would be a
churlish churchgoer indeed who objected to their use.

“The beauty of holiness” is a phrase that also comes to mind at this
Juncture.  For candles, as with all church decorations are symbals
pointing to God, reminding us of the beauty and holiness of the creator
of the world.

Marcus Alcock

©
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CHURCH & VILLAGE DIARY

Tuesday, 1at July
9.00 am Holy Communlon
7.30 pm  Women's Institute meet in the Rectory Room

ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE : T .uraday 3rd July
10.15am Holy Communlon

SEVENTH AFTER PENTECOST : Sunday, 6th July

9.30am  Parish Communion and Sunday Family
1 Corinthlans 12.27 - 13 end : Matthew 18. 21-end

6.00 pm  Ewvensong

Monday, Tth July
2.30pm  Monday Club meet in the Rectory Room

Tuesday, 8th July
2.30pm  Ecton Fellowship meet in the Rectory Room

9.00 am Holy Communion

EIGHTH AFTER PENTECOST : Sunday, 13th duly
9.30am  Parish Communion and Sunday Family
Galatians 5. 16-25 : John 15. 16-end

6.00 pm  Evensong
8.00pm  Concert with the Laurence Lloyd Singers and the
Northamptonshire County Youth Senlor Girls Choir

Tuesday, 15th July
9.00 am Holy Communion

NINTH AFTER PENTECOST : Sunday, 20th July

9.30am  Parish Communion
Ephesians 6, 10-20: John 17. 11b-19

6.00 pm  Evensong

Monday, 21st July
2.30pm Monday Club meet in the Rectory Room

®



parish news july 1997

7.30 am

6.30 pm

7.00 pm

9.30 am

6.00 pm

9.00 am

9.30 am

600 prm

ST MARY MAGDALENE : Tuesday, 22nd July
Holy Communion

F_'EIENDS' FESTIVAL : Wednesday, "23rd July
Festival Evensong

5T JAMES THE APOSTLE : Friday, 25th July
Holy Communion

TENTH AFTER PENTECOST : Sunday, 27th July
Parlsh Communion

Philippians 2, 1-11: John 13. 1-15

Evensang

Tuesday, 29th July
Holy Communion

ELEVENTH AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday, 3rd August

Parish Communlon

2 Corinthlans 4. 1-10: John 13. 31-35

Evensong

From the Registers will appear next month

Let all dwellers on earth recognise
and know this basic truth:
we hawve not come into this world
for the sake of strife and division
(God forbid),
nor for the sake of hatred and envy,
provocation, and the shedding of blood
{God forbid);
rather, we have come * “n the world
In order to recognise and know thee.
Be thou blessed for ever.
Fresm Rglby Methan of Bratziav's prayer for peace,

(o)
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COFFEE ROTA

6th July Alice Adams & Wynne Voss
13th July Pat Peacock & Dorothy Creed
20th July Jean Leigh & Brenda Jones
27th July Ingrid & Keith Cartwright

=)

CLEANING ROTA

5th July YELLOW B
12th July BLUE A
19th July GREEN B
26th July ORANGE A

BRASS CLEANING . Saturday, 5th July

®
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ROTAS SERVER CHALICE CRUCIFER
6th July Graham Jordan Graham Jordan Graham Jordan
13th July Charles Jordan Allce Adams Charles Jordan
20th July Pat Baylis Pat Baylis Pat Baylls
27th duly Marcus Alcock Alice Adams Marcus Alcock

WEEKDAY SERVERS

Tuesday, 1st July Trudie Warner

5T THOMAS THE APOSTLE
Thursday, 3rd July

Marcus Aleock

Tuesday, Bth July Dorothy Creed

Tuesday, 15th July
ST MARY MAGDALENE
Tuesday, 22nd July

5T JAMES THE APOSTLE
Friday, 25th July

Trudie Warner

| Dorothy Creed

| Trudie Warner

Tuesday, 29th July ‘ Dorothy Creed
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CHURCHWARDENS® NOTES

During the inicrregnum would anyone wishing to arrange a wedding or
a baptism please contact either of the churchwardens. Please notle that
during this time at least one month’s notice is required for a baptism
and thai these will take place during the normal Sundsy morning
service.

Also, anvone wishing to receive the Holy Sacrament in their own home
due to ill health should likewise contact a churchwarden,

We would like to bring to your attention the Concert on July 13th, an
advertisement for which appears elsewhere in this magazine and we
look forward to your support at what promises to be a splendid
evening’s entertainment.

The celebrants at Holy Communion during the ferthcoming monih are
as follows:

Tuesday July 1st 9.00 am The Reverend Michael Weber
5t Thomas' Day

Thursday July 3rd 10.15 a.m. The Reverend John Westwood
Sunday July 6th 9.30 a.m. The Reverend Warren Warnes
Tuesday July &th 9.00 a.m. The Reverend John Wesiwood
Sunday July 13th 9,30 a.m. The Reverend John Westwood*
Tuesday July 15th 9.00 a.m. The Reverend Michacl Weber
Sunday July 20th 9,30 a.m, The Reverend Clie Killingback
St Mary Magdalene's Day

Tuesday July 22nd 7.30 p.m, The Reverend John Westwood
St James* Day

Friday July 25th 7.00 p.m. The Reverend John Westwood
Sunday July 27th 9.30 a.m. The Reverend John Duncan
Tuesday July 29th 9.00 a.m. The Reverend John Westwood
Sunday August 3rd 9.30 a.m, The Reverend soin Duncan
*Provisional
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The provision of lay readers for Sunday Evensong is proving more
dillicult to arrange but unless notice is given to the contrary it may be
assumed that Evensong will take place each Sunday evening at 6 p.m.

Daorothy Creed

MONDAY CLUB
First | must apologise for missing last month’s magazine,

We lield our A.G.M. on April 28th when two new committee members
were clected: Mrs Jean Haveox and Mrs Doreen Ward,

Sevenly pounds from the March Whist Drive was given to the Church
Brass Fund in memory of Mrs Eileen Collip.  This vear's donation of
£20 was given (o the Cynihia Spencer Hospital,

We were very sorry Lo hear oor President resign as Mr and Mrs Beesley
would be moving from the village. We thank her very much for her
help during her 17 wvears in office and wish them well in their
relirement™ | vas with greal pleasure that Mrs Dora Reynolds, being
a life member, accepted the presidency.

It is also with sadness we say goodbye to Peter and Patricia. We shall
miss Peter’s help on our evening tops to gel us in for a dronk! Nol
everyone wanted us!

The Whist Drives were slill well altended and we shall start again in
September.

Crar Club dates are;
July 7thoand 21st
August dth and 18th

Evening Outing - 6th August 6-2.00 p.an. - everyone welcome.

Freda Richards

@
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W.1. REPORT

Tuesday, 15t July 1997 ; Reclory Room 7.30 pan.

Speaker: Mrs B Evelyn *Out of Barbara™s Basket”

Competition: Small Basket of Fruit

Teas: Mrs C Gyte and Mrs B Shearing

AUGUST - No meeting

Tuesday, 2nd September 1997 : Rectory Room 7.30 pon.

*Living and Nursing in Saudi Arabia’ : Mrs R Cobbald

Competition: A Momento from Abroad’

Teas: Mrs D Langley and Mrs M Harlott

The meeting observed a minute's silence in memory of Dorothy Cross.
Daorothy was a valued and loved member of the Institute and will be
sadly missed. An acknowledgement has been received from David

Cross cxpressing his appreciation for the letter of sympathy sent on
behall of all members.

Denise Langley thanked members for letters and flowers received
concerning the recent loss of Ted who was also a familiar and loved
figure in the village.

The outing to Hatton County Weorld, and afierwards the excellent tca at
Cubbington. was voted a great success,

Wole of thanks to Millie Harlott for her excellent organisation,

Visitors were welcomed to the meeting, this helped to swell the
numbers somewhat, as we were a bit thin on the ground! Our speak
was Mia Batler, no newcomer to this group,

Mia is a native of Northamptonshire - she did live in California for
some years, working in marine conservation, but has now returned
home fo take up her many other interests. She is an author of soms

{10}
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epute, and has weitten several books om differing aspects of
Northamptonshire, including “Exploring the Nene Way', "Rambles in
Morthamptonshire’, *Let’s Go Walkabout® and others. At the meeting
lLer subject was “Whales™!

We enjoyed excellent slides showing some of her exploits and contact
with these large mammals. Her interest has taken her on many
exciting trips the world over. If yon have ever wondered where that
‘whale-bone’ came from in your corsets - it's from the mouth of some
species of whales which forms a sieve when they are feeding!! Tt is a
fibrous material, not actual bone! The sheer size of these mammals is
breathtaking., T would think one should not be of a nervous disposition
when taking up this work!

Vote of thanks : Margaret Scott
Competition Results: “Seascape’ - Margaret, June, Millie

Tune Marshman

BRITISH RED CROSS APPEAL

The total raisced this year in the villapge was £183.

I would like to thank everyvone for their gemerous domations and also
much appreciation to the collectors:

Darothy Creed - Marian Gleave - Barbara Jones - Freda Richards -
Mike Baylis = The Three Horseshoes - The Worlds End
Sylvia Sunders

CHRISTIAN ATD 1997

Our final total for the annual house-to-house collection in Ecton village
was £160.

WVery many thanks to all collectors who gave up muoch time to deliver
and collect, and also to those who gave so penerously to reach this total.

Joan Trickins

(8
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ECTON PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING : MONDAY 19 MAY 1997

PRESENT: David Dicks (chainman), Jean Haycox, Sheila Ingram,
Sylvia Saunders, Tony Green, Ty Moffett, Ted Needham.

APOLOGIES: Vic Lester, Councillor D Bletsos Brown.

There were three members of the wvillage present and P.C. Littleton
from Earls Barton Police Station. The Chairman gave his annual
report and the unavdited accounts for 1996/97 were approved and
signed. P.C. Littleton gave the crime figures for April which were
discussed at some length. Concern was also raised regarding some
areas of the village where there are garden shrubs and bushes which
overhand the pavemenis. Contact would be made with the
householders concerned. The meeting then continued into the A G.M.
of the Parish Council.

The Chairman was re-elected. Sheila Ingram wished to stand down as
WVice Chairman and Tony Green was clected. 1 ne Chairman expressed
his thanks to Sheila for her continual support during recent yvears. The
members of the Planning and Lighting Sub committees were agreed as
before.

MATTERS ARISING: It was agreed to proceed with the purchasec of
new equipinent for the Playing Field. Sheila Ingram reported that the
new Parish Appraisal book was now being printed and would be ready
for the launch on 2th June,

PLANNING MATTERS: Consent received for extension to 96 High
Street.

HIGHWAY MATTERS: Concern was expressed about the remains of a
fallen tree at the side of the A4500 opposite Porters Lodge.  John
Murray of N.C.C. Lo be informed.

STREET LIGHTING: The Clerk reporied that the replacement of
Column No. 4 (Northampton Read) had been defericd until later in the
year.
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ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT:
N.C.C. (Ecton Scheol - March) £15.00
M.A L.C. (Donation) £10.00
East Midlands Electricity £250 86
Aundit Commission (95/6 Accounts) £131.60
Cornhill Insurance £474 84
East Midlands Electricity - Repairs £112.80
MN.AL.C. (Subscriptions) £59.50
Mrs P Hall (Salary and Expenses) £113.37
MN.C.C. (Ecton School - May) £15.00

ANY OTHER BUSINESS: Agreed that the ‘Millenium’ be put on the

agenda for July meeting.
David Dicks - May 1997

ECTON FELLOWSHIP

The last meeting of this season will be on Tuesday, July 8th at 2.30 pm.

We are having a Bring and Buy for our Charities. Please bring
anything for sale - cakes, garden produce, groceries, unwanted gilis,
etc.

This will be followed by an oppertunity for everyone who wishes to
give a favourite reading or poem etc, on the theme “Animals’.

Joan Dickins

Tea List; Jovee Orford and Jean Costall
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COUNTDOWN
to the
SUMMER FETE AND FLOWER FESTIVAL
16 AUGUST 2-5 p.m.

JULY
16 5
9 ¥

ALGUST 2 19
26

WE HAVEN'T MUCH TIME, BUT THAT IS OUR
CHALLENGE

THERE WILL BE THE USUAL WONDERFUL
DISPLAY OF FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS
IN THE CHURCH, AND DcLICIOUS TEAS

IN THE RECTORY ROOM.

AND A TREASURE HUNT FOR THE CHILDREN,
RUN BY TRUDIE WARNER - 01604 412317

PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD

(14)
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OFFERS OF HELP AND GIFTS, PLEASE, TO:-

TEAS

BOOKS etc

CAKES & PRESERVES

HANDICRAFTS

BRIC-A-BRAC

PLANTS & PRODUCE

FLOWERS FOR

THE CHURCH

PRIZES FOR RAFFLE

PRIZES FOR TOMBOLA

Millie Harlott
Anne Henderson
Joan Dickins
Daphne Allison
Ingrid Carlwright
Brian Saunders

Pauline Charles
or Freda Richards

David & Marv Dicks

Mike & Pat Baylis

or Tony Green

01604 405938

01604 405942

01604 415576

01604 409467

01604 415806

01604 409444

01604 409493
01604 405928

01604 407145

01604 407707
01604 407141

PROCEEDS WILL GO TO THE
GENERAL FIIND OF THE CHURCH
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THE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY

I am happy to report that in the year 1996/7 we in Ecton, plus a few
friends outside the village, have raised £1,065 32 towards the Sociely's
ever increasing needs.

This splendid sum was raised in a variety of ways as shown below:;

Christingle 157.93
Christmas Carel Singing 74.58
Home Collection Boxes 29231
Music Evening 340.50
Total £1,065.32

A greal effort, and thanks go to all the very many denors and also Lo
the few who have worked so hard to raise this magnificent sum.

Il you would like o have a box at home in which you can collect your
small change please let me know,

I am well aware of the many demands on all our purses these days but
this charity is specifically aimed at supporting children who need help.

I would like to thank all those kind friends in Ecton, who have helped
me through these difficult days following the loss of my beloved wife
Dorothy, and for the Noral tributes and donations which were sent.

On behalf of the family, 1 am so grateful to Peter, our Rector for his
compassion to Dorothy, and for the funeral service which he conducted
so sympathetically.,

David Cross

(9
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RECTOR’'S RETIREMENT PRESENT

The Churchwardens wish to express their gratitude to all those who
contributed (o Peler’s relirement present,

The contributions came from far and wide and expressed the high
regard of the parish towards our Rector and his wife, Patricia.

A full church enjoyed the Rector's farewell service which was attended
by the Bishop of Brixworth, the Archdeacon of Northampion and the
Rural Dean. A most moving occasion,

The rain held off as we gathered on the lawn of Ecton House for light
refreshments and drinks.  We were joined by the Bishop of
Peterborough for the preseniation of gifts to Peter and Patricia from the
Church, Ecton House, the Three Horseshoes and other friends.

Another good “Ecton Experience™!

ECTON : A NORTHAMPTONSHIRE FPARISH

On a warm evening on Monday 9th June, wvillngers, [ricnds,
contributors and subscribers gathered at Ecton House to celebrate the
launch of our village book. What an achievement! 1 particularly like
the cover picture of the approach to the village encouraging me to open
the book 1o explore and learn more about Ecton. Thank you Redney
and Sheila and the many others who have produced a book to be proud
of about a village I'm proud fo live in.

With a drink, buffet, raffle, speeches and friendship we again cnjoyed
ourselves as we saw for the first time our village book.

Anne Henderson
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THE CHURCH OF ST MARY MAGDALENE, ECTON
SUNDAY 13" JULY 8.00 p.m.
A CONCERT TO SUIT ALL TASTES

with the

LAURENCE LLOYD SINGERS
and the

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE COUNTY YOUTH
SENIOR GIRLS CHOIR

CONDUCTOR : STEPHEN MEAKINS
ACCOMPANIST : RICHARD HOLLOWAY

Programmes available on the Door
£2.00 and £1.00 concessions

All proceeds to Ecton Parish Church Restoration Fund
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EARLS BARTON COMMUNITY TRUST
Linking together ... to build our future

EARLS BARTON OPEN GARDENS DAY
Sunday 13" July 1997
Nine gardens open to the public from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Combined Entrance Fee £2 (Children free)
Proceeds to Earls Barton Community Trust

Teas, Plant Staft, Children’s Quiz. Evervone welcome!

SUMMARY OF CONTRIBUTIONS TO USPG 1936 1994 1955 1995
ST MARY, BOZEAT 25 a0 20
ST MARY, ALL SAINTS & 5T MARY GREAT

& LITTLE HARROWDEN W ORL 37 120 D
ST MARY, ORLINGBOURY 220 262 10
ALL SAINTS, GREAT HARROWDEN ] 4] 1]
ST MARY THEVIRGIN, LITTLE HARRCOWDEN 1] 4] i
ST MARY MAGDALENE, ECTON 500 400 350
ALL HALLOWS, WELLINGEOROUGH 1271 350 0
ALL SAINTS, WELLINGEOROUGH | so0 oo 1100
ST ANDREW, WELLINGBOROUGH 472 403 421
5T BARMABAS, WELLINGEOROUGH 105 0 0
ST MARK, WELLINGEQOROUGH 62 315 33
5T NICHOLAS W ST MARY THE VIRGIN, |

GREAT DODDINGTON W WILEY kT 20
55 PETER & PALUL, SYWELL W] 10
ST MICHOLAS, OVERSTONE o 0 o0
ALL SAINTS, MEARS ASHBY ¥ 10 24
WELLINGBOROUGH DEANERY | 3229 | 2,130 2,355 |
ARCHDEACONRY OF NORTHAMPTON 15486 | 14313 | 12386
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DOWN WITH VAT

How YOU could help to bring VAT on Church
building work down.

Church buoildings are a great delight and parl of a precious spiritual and
architectural heritage. But they can cost a great deal lo maintain and
repaair. This burden is made heavier by (he VAT that is added to the
cosl of much of such work., Something needs to be done.

We think there is something that you could do, We believe il could be
clfective il church members together brought pressure upon the
governmenl o reduce the VAT on church building,

FACTS

Owverall the government receives far more in VAT from church
building worl thano it offers in grants through English Heritage.

In 1996/67 English Heritape has budgetted a DECREASE in grants
to churches of £810,000.

LOCAL VOICES

The voices of people at a local level would have power if you, and as
many ol your church members as poassible, wrote to your local MP,
MEP and Parliamentary candidates.

|1 anyone wants to write they can get a copy of a briefing paper
offering facts that will help you lo make your letters accurate and
telling, and also a copy ol a sample letter from Ecton House, ]

A signiflicant reduction in VAT would release both moncy and energy
for the work of wilness and service. OF course we want to maintain our
beaulilul churches wherever we can but parishes need more help 1o
make this possible.
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DOWN TO 5%

The current discussion on VAT for allerations to listed buildings,
which could be raised from zero to the [ull rate, makes this an
opportune and critical moment, Our ultimate aim is to have VAT on
all work in buildings for worship rated at 5%.

Alongside the letters from parishes in this diocese the campaign is also
sceking to involve all the other dioceses through Bishops, Archdeacons
and Diocesan Advisory Committees, the Amenily Societies, the
Svnodical process up to General Synod and other denominations.

PLEASE PLAY YOUR PART IN THIS., Write NOW to your MP
and MEP and encourage as many people as possible in your parish
to do the same. For the cost of a few stamps we could save
thousands of pounds.

Mr § V Billings, DAC Chairman
The Venerable Michael Chapinan, Archdeacon of Northampion
The Venerable Bernard Fernyhough, Archdeacon of Oakham

| would like fo thank everyone for the beautiful flowers given to me on
Sunday, 15th June. I am also extremely grateful for all the cards, gills
and good wishes T have received. Thank you evervoneg; [ will miss you

all.
Patricia Naylor

@



SETTIMNG THE SOEME

The Revd Mervyn Wilson, chairman Council for
the Countryside, welcomed those present (40).
Sadly the Revd Anthony Hedgson was not able
o come. He had telephoned ar 7 &m. to
whisper that he had lost his voice and so the
chairman would do his best to fill in. Tt might
appear that the conference was dealing with two
quite separate matters. [ hope we ghall see that
they are necessary to one another.  Cur worship
im Church cannot but reflect concern for the
environment, or #5 we will say, for the created
arder which God has entrusted to human care,
Our cancern fer the environment is rightly
regarded as spiritual, as well as sciensific and
pragmatic. As creator, God is concemed with
bath its wsefalness and beauty, feeding soul and
body. Last year in cur advice to 2 new hishap
we aflirmed tliat ruzal churches were community
churches. Then we had considered ministry
within the church stnectures and the Tural White
Paper on the Countryside. This year we are
spending the moming addressing the question of
hever the worship of rural churches may be
sustained and the afternoon en sustainable
development in the wider community of earth.

PRAYERS

A form of worship from the lona Community
Worship Book was used and then all read from
Paalm 104,

TOWARDS 2000 - SUSTAIMING WOREHIP I
RURAL PARISHES . the Revd Slaphon Fvars

Ten years ago the Religious Affairs
Correspondent of The Times wrote “The
Chuorch of England faces extinction in the
countryside in the next 20 years" Welt

€

epplications for redundancy are being processed
and Pastoral Schemes sre merging parishes into
ever increasing benefices,  Groupings of 4 or 5
parishes in the countryside are now the norm
with groupings of 10 or 12 not uncommen in
some dioceses. Is the scenario one of challenge
or opportunity?  Of defeat or the spur to new
initiative? 1 like to think the latter is the case -
4 time for some creative Spint-filled thinking
and planning in which the fiving church takes up
the perennial command to prochim the Gospel.

Today is a very different world to the one which
saw the building of our parish churches, and
different 1o the world of eur Victoran
preat-grandfathers  As Christans we know that
we are called 1o be in, but not of, the world - but
what iz the world really like? We must listen to
the sociolapists. The work of Bishop Peter
Selby at Durham and Grace Davey in Exeter is
illuminating but disturbing They tell us that
whilst contemporary secular socialogical
thinking has moved from the industrial moded 1o
the post industrial model, the church has only
Just begun 1o move from the pre-industrial
madel 1o the industrial, and is thus completely
out of step with the world in which it eperates.
Mot in, but not of, the world, but in the wrong
world 1 The pre-industrizl world began to fall
apart in the later 18th century.  The focus was
nural, with the village centre stage; the economy
wis largely agranan and the parish church acted
as a focus for mest people's lives, described by
Peter Selby as a God-the-Father-Church. In the
181 and 200h centuries, the industrial perod,
there was large population shifts from village 1o
cify whese the church model has been described
a8 emreprencurial, a God-the-Spiril chinel. At
the end of this century, 1he post industial
period, we find a disssisfiction with urhas i,
Penpliz uss the conntry as a place of e
isolated from wer i
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There are six topic groups: socil well-being;
traffic and transport; development of the
economy;, poflution, energy and waste;
countryside recreation and heritage; commurnity
awereness and involvement. Membership is
open and includes representatives of local
counals and ol many voluntary groups and
associations. Slowly they are discovenng what
they are about. The chairman has taken part in
the countryside group and Anne Toms in
COMMUENITY SWErGness.

Anne Tome then spoke. She quated Ruth
Exchells - "The rassion of & maral clurch should
b seen not as drawing peopls into it and its
activitics but as one of sending people away
from itself to serve beyond it" .. .. and Bishop
Westwood "The change from a religion of
communily toa religion of commitment which
weet e seen in the fast 40 years carmies with it a
terrible sort of temptation which can be seen in
some of cur churches - to find cur mesning as
Christians within the church - the Bible did not
say God so loved the clurch but Ged so loved
the world " Anne said that the partnership
Jesus tanght and practised was not namaowly
among the disciples for their own comman
purpose but ultimately one with all mankind.
The churches need to put their own houses in
order and are making slow progress, It is hoped
that the Morhamptonshire County Council
through the Morthants Environmental Foram on
its part, and the churches on their part - not only
the diocese bt each parish - will search out
wiy's in which we can show our lowve for the
world n the spinit of the one who created it and
redeemed it

PUELICATIONS

of Liturgical Commission - Church House

Bookshop, Westminster.

of Northants Environment Forum - Plenming
and Transportation Dept, County Hall
Northamplon, WN1 1AX

of course in Christian Fural Studics - Ken
Wilkinzon, 2 Curborough Road, Lichfield,
WSLs THG

DELEOATES

Miss 5. Addison, Mrs A, F, Aldrich, Rewd
Rabert BEarlow, Mrs June Bernstein, Miss A E
Eottomley, Revd M. Champneys, Mally
Dunkley, Stephen Ebury, Mrs Maureen
Farmnden, Revd & Mrs D, Feulks, Harry Faure
Walker, Revd Daniel Foot, Revd Canon 'William
Gibbs, Fevd B M. Giles, Steve & Jo Gluning,
Rewvd Peter Gompertz, Mr B, Henrnan, brs Jan
Hillyer, Revd A. Hodgson, Mrs Houghton, Mrs
Pamela Jones, Revd Peter Lawrence, Dr §
L.ittle, Mrs Anne Long, Wre W, B Mackaness,
b4, E. Pearson, Juliz Penielow, Franklyn
Perring, Revd Edward Rainsberry, Rewd Janet
Robinson, Revd Canon Paul Bose, David
Soudamore, Revd Bridget Smith, Michas]
Smith, Revd David Staples, Revd Robert
Stapleton, Revd S Tebhutt, Mrs Ann Toms,
Peter Wekli, Mrs Helen Westlake, brs Julict
Wilson, Revd Mermam Wilson,
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the counlivside mban models of living, working
and praying. Lins dancing, the Fastest growing
leisuere time activity, brings togedher scores of
peaple but as individuals - lines of solitary
peaple each in their own indrddual space,
Sociologists use this as an example of the
deciine in corparate activities such as team”
hobhies - sports, MU, chois and church poing,
PFeople no longer seem o need persoml
relationships and the communication revalution
has changed fives, But we are set in this world,
called to proclaim a Gospel which is all about
transforming community, (The reason why
urban evangelical churches do so well i towns
iz because they are all aboutl proclaiming
individual salvarion!)  Post indusinalist people
wre consumsris about their spirituality
Increased mobility has Tovoured the eclectic
church, Look at 5t (iles and 5t Matthews in
Morthampton - at opposite ends of C of E
churchmmanship, with congregations of about
230 an Sunday maornings, but something live
63% of their congrepations drive n [fom
ourside parishes. Toyally to the parish chucch is
oo longer an issue for them.

The church has a management problem What
do we do with our resources?  Our Christian
task, as defined by Robert Warren1s: (1) to
prosclaim the Good Mews (2) Lo baptise, nurture
and teach (3) to might injustices and guard the
integrity of creation (4) to help these in need (5)
Lo proclaim the cosmological feeus ol the
Kingdam, We must engage in this task with
what Charles Handy, the management gur,
calls the E factor - sxcitement, eneriy,
enthusiasm. Are our churches places of
transformang encounter of are they no more nor
less than other places of communily identity
such as village halls, pubs and schools? That is
wihal Liturgy is all about. Proclaiming the Good
Mews must be the bench-mark by which we
measure owr weekly parish litergy, [ leave you
wath three questions: (D How do we respond
o the findings of seciologists? {23 What are we
doing to respand to the spinmal needs of
saciety? (3% Do our church buildings enable
Transferming encounters?

Diveussion affer tha ralk.

A Fotheringhay parishioner, {pop. 100, wisitors
by the busload) said that it was difficult to make
the church a place for a “transforming
epcounter” because people came for the
historcal interest.. yet - the ultimare barmer to
an encounter is & locked door and Fothennghay
is open, A MU member spoke firmly against the
suggestion that MU was declining. It was
changing and moving on. It was asserted that
pecple da still ke to gather and share special
occasions in church, Remembrance Sunday,
Harvest efc,, these events and small Sunday
cangregations are both part of the scene. It was
suggested that modern technology be pot to use
and tncumbents provided with G machiones.

Raflaetion by the Chairman:

{1] Sociolagists tend to oversimalify. The 18tk
and early 19th century was also ihe period of
Wesley and the Evangelical Revival, Village life
documented in dianes such as History of
Miyddls, L650-1700, by Fichard Gough,
Paupers and Pig Killers by Willkam Holland,
Diary of Thomas Tumer 1754-1765, da not
supporl the authontanan thesis. (2} There are
dilferences of individualism.  Village characters
were the product of belonging ta a mven
commumnity. The sturdy Brtish individualism
was also seoured by religion, The line dancer iz
peobably working out his or her position in
society at a fairly basic level. Rural and urban
styles and apportunities still difTer. {3) On
transforming encounter. Stephen’s thought
pressedd [or an eitberfor, but there is a need both
for the moment ¢f encounter and the dnp feed
of services faithfully sustained, (4) It i3
impartant for a few 1o maintain worship in such
a way that others can join in

FICLING 11 FOR THE REVD AMTHOMNY
HODGSOM

Fevid Hodgson kad been going (o speak on
three matlers - privase prayer, permiried



variations and cczasionals. Private peayar
There 1z much evidence of this 0 church
visitors' books although there has been
significant decline in the practice in any formal
sense, alone or with the faruly. Chaldren
ashod when they pray will speak of scheol
azsemblies unless they go to church or Sunday
school, &.r_l_‘riirﬁz_d_ﬁaliﬂrium The Liturgical
Commissian has published a booklet setting
these out. In tact the incumbent has great
freedom, as has the diocesan. The important
thing i3 for priest and pecple to move happily
together even thoogh one most lead. Ruoral
congregations are not averse to change but
they do not ke it imposed on them and their
time scale is longer. Qccaglongle are needed
fior special cocasions. The Spint cannot be
contained in one farm of words or liturgy,
Agncultural services are recommended.
Scveral present had held Rogation walks, We
hold Larmmas e a village with few farmers
and a majority ol ncomers, Al ke pat
including children, everyone brings a mift (first
fruits) which is offered and becomes
refreshment alierwards. We recall in the
Eucharist God's ofening el lns lirst born aond
im an imward way our offerings are caught up

in hizs offering,

Digeueeion aftar the talk

This related practices in different places, a
need for wnaginaton, epergy and Mexibility as
well as steadinass znd tradition. Question; s
the idyll of nural life a fantasy, or does it
contain a seed that will grow into a fresh
Iraing thing in favourable soil?

LOCAL ACEMDA 21 - Davd Seadamora

David Scudamarc is the Assistant Director of
Planmngz and Tiansportation, Morthants
County Council, with a respansibility for
enabling the Morthants Eovicenmental Forum
to be set up and function. Origing: The
Brundifand Report in 1937 was concerned
with the environment and with rich and poor
mations. At the Rio Earth Surmmit in 1992,
the need was affinmed for Sustaieahble

Development defined as ™ meeting the needs
of fhe presest without compromising the
ability of future generations (o meer theirs”.
This requires an Apeanda for the 2150 Century.
{1} Development to be sustainable at all levels
{3y All peaple showld have a say indecisions,
{3} All social groups in conamunitics should be
inwoleed. {4) The gplit between north and
south, rich and poor nations of the world,
must be censidered. {3) Energy use must be
reduced. () Bio-diversity 15 (0 ba protected.
Ourr govemnmment was one of the signatories at
Fio. Thoss six points will if agrecd bring
ahout (1) social equity (2) econammic security
{3} care for the nataral envivorment, Tn 1994
the government took this o board and passed
on the responsibility to local government. For
the county, the prieritics were {17 12 set their
own houss in order, producing feadlers e (2)
stafT awareness (3) anaudit of all services,
recycling paper, saving cloctricty etc, (1)
budgeting {5 policy integration by having
yearly reviews of all committess because
whten policies are made, other peaple are
affected. Interms of external practice the
pew approach is illustrated by the Crick case.
Money becomes available from the Crick
Development for the benefit of the local
villzages. We have asked them for suggestions
and seze our role as fachators. Under the old
consultation we, as experts, would decide and
thes have discussion locally,

T the discussion which [ollowed it was apparent
that few had heard of Local Agenda 21, and
those who had agreed that it was a difficult and
new concept 1o grasp and hald 1t concerns a
number of principles which we are not n the
habat ¢f holdimg together and i piaces emphasis
on process rather than conserquence. Process
models require faith that there will be a good
CULCOME,

Tho Morthante Environmentsl Forum is the
counly response. [U was set up two vears ago fo
raise awareness and encourags involvement. [t
has held three full forums - the first general, the
second a debate on the use of e motor car, the
oi0st recent an the regeneration of tewn cenrres
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According to an eighteenth century Morthamptonshire antiguary, Bridges,
Ecton House, originally the Rectory for the church of 5t. Mary Magdalene,
was built in 1893 by Thomas Palmer, Rector, ‘at the expenze of above a
thousand pounds’. It was later enlarged by the addition of two wings, one
providing a 'handsome drawing room’ and the other the kitchen premises,
and an '‘ornamental veranda’ along the front of the house. In spite of later
modernisation, the house we know today is substantially that enjoved by
the long succession of Palmers and their relations, the Whalleys, who
served as patrons and Incumbents of Ecton for close an two hundred
years and whose arms appear in the stained glass window on the half-

landing.

In the eighteenth century two famous guests visited the house. The
painter Hogarth was a frequent visitor and many of his drawings and
paintings hung In the Rectory, among them a painting of John Palmer,
Barrister of the Inner Temple and Patron of Ecton in the first half of the
gighteenth century, which went to America in 1976 and is now at Yale, and
the self portrait of the artist with his pug dog which now hangs in the Tate.
Reference to Hogarth's connection with the village is made in the painting
which hangs In the dining room, where he can be discovered,
accompanied by dog, at the left hand sida of the picture.

The second notable visitor was Benjamin Franklin, one of the Founding
Fathers of the United States of America. In 1758, while staying in London
to negotiate with the Penn brothers, the Pennsylvanian Proprietors, on a
question of taxation, he took the chance to visit Ecton, which had been
the home of his family for more than three hundred years. Although his
own father, before emigrating, had been a seap and candle manufacturer
in Banbury, his ancestors had had a freehold estate of about thirty acres
in the village, where they carried on the trade of village blacksmith. Going
through the parish records, Franklin discovered fo his greatl Interest that
he was the youngest son of the youngest son for five generations. He
was less interested to discover that the family had no coat of arms and
later took steps to acquire one for himself, only refusing his sister
permission to stamp it on the soap she manufactured! Franklin family
graves can be seenin the churchyard.

In modermn times it became impracticable to continue to use the house as
the Rectory and in 1368, after suitable alterations and adaptation, it
became the Conference and Reireat House for the Diocese of
Peterborough. It was officially opened by the Duchess of Gloucester, now
Princess Alice, on the 9th of May in that yvear and since then thousands of
people have found here a place of refreshment and spiritual renewal.

Jean Morrison, 1991
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parith news july 1997

Ecton Village Mums &. Tots

What do you do with your
pre-school child on a
Wednesday afternoon ?

Why not come along to
the Mother and Toddler
group in Ecton Village.
It is open to non village
children and their mums.

Going to Mums & Tots is
great for younger pre-playgroup toddlers, as they get
to know each other before starting at the Ecton
Village playgroup. This makes the transition to
playgroup casier and less daunting for many Diif them.

The session runs from 2;00 - 3:15
Wednesday at the Rectory Room,
Ecton House, Church Way, Ecton

Costs only 50p, tea or coffee included!




parish’ news: july 1997
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A FRIENDLY VILLAGE PRE-SCHOOL ORNLY A
COUPLE OF MINUTES FROM MORTHAMPTON
EASTERN DISTRICT FOR CHILDREN FROM
2 YEARS 9 MONTHS.

SESSIONS FROM 8.15 AM - 11.45 AM HELD ON
MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY AND FRIDAY
DURING TERM TIME.

COST £2.60 PER SESSION INCLUSIVE OF A
DRINK AND SHNACK.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO ARRANGE
A VISIT PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
PRE-SCHOOL ON NORTHAMPTON 78471




E H:zlford &’ Son

Jewellers, Gold & Silversmiths
Watch Makers

Founded in 1902, we are one of Northamptonshires’

oldest and most respected jewellers,

A lamily business then and very much a
family business today. We have over the years
established an exemplary reputation
for professionalism and Integrity.

We pride ourselves on offering Iriendly advice
on all aspects of our valuation
and restoration services.

All types of Jewellery repairs are undertaken
within our own workshop on the premises.
Watch and clock, silver, and silver plating,
restoration and jewellery commissions are
also undertaken and valuations given for

probate and insurance by our own
Registered Valuer on the Premises.

5f$2 We also purchase all %t;“ki?th
o it = OF Zen|
Watches I:ypes of JEWEHEW Watches

33 YORK ROAD, NORTHAMPTON
TELEPHONE: 37088
NOW OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK




ECTON HOUSE

Bless, O Lord, the work of Ecton House.
Bless its staff and all who use it for
retreats and conferences: may they know
your presence and the power of your
love, and have grace in thelr hearts,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

“VISIT THE LIBRARY - OPEN TO ALL

PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAM RETREAT & CONFERENCE CENTRE
CHURCH WAY, ECTOM, NORTHAMPTOM, NN& OCE
TELEPHONE: 01604 406442, FAX: 01604 787052
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