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A snowy view across Barton Fields

Ecton Church Lottery
Winners for October 2023

1st Prize £50 Brenda Foster
2ⁿd Prize £25 Pat MacRae

Winners for November 2023
1st Prize £50 Frances Clarke
2ⁿd Prize £25 Maggie Mulvey



Copy for the February 2024
magazine to Wendy Stephens

email - ectonview@hotmail.com or phone 07986 557773
By 22nd January 2024

Editors Note

www.northampton.minutemanpress.com
01604 493906

It’s that time of year once again. So welcome to this festive edition of the
View.

This last edition of 2023 is packed with Christmas activities from Quizzes
to Advent windows and the bonus of Killer Charity Skittles!
As well as lots of activities and entertainment coming up in the New Year

A Big thank you to all those of you who have supported the Village
Christmas Card in record numbers. Funds raised will go towards this years
Ecton Village Christmas lunch at the Worlds End which is fully booked.

My thanks go to everyone who has helped with the Magazine again this
past year, with ideas, photos, adverts, articles & puzzles, as well as
Martyn and the delivery team.
We hope you enjoy the subjects we cover?
We could not produce the Magazine without all your help.

There will be no Ecton View in January as the team take a well earned
break. See you in February  2024

Merry Christmas and a happy New Year to you all

Wendy





Ecton Village News & Information
EGO’s
We have enjoyed a great year with the EGO’s. We have managed to meet every
month, enjoyed meals and trips together and most of all have enjoyed each other’s
company. Our numbers have grown this year and most months 50 people come
together.

Thanks to everyone for coming and thanks to all the volunteers who help to make
all our get together's such a success.
Special thanks to Phyllis who makes all of our cakes and thanks also for her
special words of thanks to all the volunteers. Thanks to all of the EGO’s for your
kind gifts and Christmas wishes.
See you all at the Ecton View Christmas lunch. Remember we will meet again on
January 19th 2024.
Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas.

THE WINTER LUNCH CLUB
Following the success of the first winter lunch club we are pleased to release
further dates as follows:

Wednesday December 13th

 Tuesday January 9th

 Tuesday February 6th

 Tuesday March 5th

Please come and join us at the Village Hall for lunch and hot drinks, an opportunity
to meet up with friends and neighbours in a warm space. Just £2.50, everyone
welcome.

CHURCH WINTER FAYRE
Thank you to everyone who supported this event in lots of different ways. We
were really sorry to have to change the venue (because the heating wasn’t
working) which meant some people were unable to come. The money raised will
be put towards the cost of the heating pump which is now on order!

CHURCHYARD TIDY
The next regular Churchyard Tidy will be on Saturday 2nd December, then 6th January,
Thank you to everyone who has helped to keep the churchyard tidy this year.

ECTON WALKS 2023/4
There will be one walk in December - the date has yet to be finalised but will be
communicated by email to the mailing list. If you would like to join the mailing list
please let me know. - nigelbond@talktalk.net.

ECTON PARISH COUNCIL
There are still vacancies for a Parish Councillor at Ecton Parish Council, for all
those that are interested, please email the Parish Clerk at
clerk@ectonparishcouncil.org.uk. You can obtain a full copy of the latest Parish
Council Minutes. Email: clerk@ectonparishcouncil.org.uk
Agendas and Minutes can also be downloaded from the website -
www.ectonvillage.co.uk/parish-council/meetings-and-copy-minutes/

mailto:ectonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk
www.ectonvillage.co.uk/parish-council/meetings-and-copy-minutes/


Power Data Technologies
Tidy your workspace

Desk power with USB chargers, desk cable management, monitor arms and
much more, see www.powerdatatec.com or email sales@powerdatatec.com

for details, telephone 01604 812004
(office in Earls Barton)

www.powerdatatec.com
mailto:sales@powerdatatec.com


Come along to Ecton Brew every first Friday
of the month from 10am – 12.30pm
at Ecton Village Hall

Hot Drinks, Homemade Cakes, Teacakes &
Toast all at £1 each.

Brew & a Bap
Bacon or Sausage £2.50



Ecton Services for January 2024
Sun 7th Jan  No Service at Ecton. Please join us at one of our other churches

9.30am Holy Communion     Wilby
    11am Holy Communion      Gt Doddington

Tues 9th Jan  There will be no Holy Communion service at Ecton

Sun 14th Jan  9.30am  Holy Communion     Ecton

Sun 21st Jan  9.30am  Holy Communion     Ecton

Sun 28th Jan  11am  Morning Prayer       Ecton

Songs of Praise
Tuesday 12th December

12.30pm Shared Lunch, 2pm Singing
Ecton Village Hall

Please join us for our Christmas Songs Praise
If coming for lunch please either bring a plate of food to share,
or if you prefer bring your own lunch and sit in company to eat.

All Welcome

Ecton Services for December 2023
Sun 3rd Dec  No Service at Ecton. Please join us at one of our other churches

9.30am Holy Communion     Wilby
    11am Holy Communion      Gt Doddington

Tues 5th Dec  10am Holy Communion      Ecton

Sun 10th Dec 9.30am  Holy Communion with Christingle Ecton

Tues 12th Dec 12.30pm Songs of Praise with Shared Lunch Ecton Village Hall

Sun 17th Dec 9.30am  Holy Communion with Carols  Ecton
    6pm Carol Service       Ecton
Thurs 21st Dec 2pm Blue Christmas        Ecton

(A quiet reflective Service)
Sun 24th Dec 11am Morning Prayer      Ecton
    11.15pm Midnight Mass      Gt Doddington
Mon 25th Dec 10am Benefice All Age Communion   Wilby

9.30 - 10.30 Ecton Church will be open for prayer
Sun 31st Dec  10am Benefice Holy Communion   Ecton



Rector’s Letter
December 2023

"The shepherds were astonished to find the night sky filled with angels singing
God’s praise. And before long they were singing, too ... Centuries later, singing is
still central to how many of us celebrate Christmas. “We invite you this Christmas
to follow the star, journey to the manger, join the song and come into the presence
of Jesus Christ."
Archbishops Justin Welby and Stephen Cottrell

The theme of this year's Church of England Christmas campaign is Follow the Star:
Join the Song, inspired by the story of how the shepherds returned to the fields
praising God, after seeing the baby Jesus.

Singing can draw us closer to God and to each other as we celebrate the birth of
Christ and  has always been a part of Christian worship, including the Psalms, sung
worship, hymns and modern worship songs. As you would expect our services over
Christmas include many well known carols and we hope you will be able to join us.

The Christmas cards, detailing the church services and events in December, are
included with Ecton View this month. Our thanks go to those who have distributed
these for us.

A couple of highlights for Ecton include the traditional Carol Service on Sunday
17th December 6pm and a new service on Thursday 21st December 2pm called Blue
Christmas, a quiet, reflective service for anyone who finds Christmas difficult or
who simply want a quieter service.

This year Midnight Mass will be at Great Doddington 11.15pm and the Christmas
morning service is at Wilby at 10am. Ecton church will be open Christmas morning
between 9.30am -10.30am for quiet prayer.

May I wish you a very blessed and peaceful Christmas, as we sing together to
celebrate once more the birth of Jesus.

Yours in Christ,
Revd. Jackie Buck
01933 631232 jackiebuck@hotmail.co.uk









WANTED
Pre-loved Clean
Towels/Blankets

for Wellidog Charity
Drop off @ 16a High Street

or at 3 Horseshoes Pub
Thank You





 Dementia Sings Out
Many of you here in Ecton know that I sing with the Wellingborough Community Gospel
Choir and lots of you have been kind enough to support me for the last twelve years as
we sing in the village churches all over Northamptonshire.

What you may not know is that each Thursday morning between 10.30am and 12pm we
have an offshoot choir which meets to support the needs of almost hundred people in
Wellingborough who suffer from dementia in its various forms.  We meet at the Compass
church on Finedon Road and it has become over the last five years more of a club than a
choir.  Many local Care homes come along with some of their carers and their clients,
who enjoy such a great party each week singing and dancing along to favourite songs
that featured in the hit parades in the 1960s and 1970s.  Some of our favourites are
Roger Millers ‘King of the Road’. Elvis, ‘Return to Sender’ and The Drifters ‘Come on over
to my place’.  We always finish with either ‘Love Train’ and ‘My Boy Lollipop’.  Everyone
joins in and has a real party, then we finish with tea or coffee with biscuits.

All  this needs to be freely available to everyone whether they have dementia or not and
we have a regular group of people who join us just for the company.  We would love to
invite you to pop over to Wellingborough one Thursday morning just to experience the
joy that we all feel each time we meet.

But, of course as as often the case with me, there is a special request.  Each year just
before our Christmas break we enjoy an informal Christmas Party. This year on 14th
December. Although we get Lottery funding as well as other generous business
sponsorship for the everyday running of the choir, there really is no money in the kitty
for entertaining. Now that each week up to 100 people join us, even providing light
refreshments is expensive.

For the Christmas party I am happy to take on the catering at cost which includes sausage
rolls and mince pies and individual quiches but it would be appropriate to put them on
festive plates with napkins and crackers.  It would be lovely if I could find either several
individuals or a business that would help me by sharing the cost of the food and
disposable table ware.  Do please call me if you are happy to contribute in any way to
make lots of lovely people even happier than they are already each Thursday morning.
And of course, you are invited to the Christmas Party!

Thank you.  Every blessing and a very Happy Christmas.

Sheila Ingram
Tel: 01604 406038 or 07484731726
The Old Chapel, West Street, Ecton



A big thank you to all who took part. You were all amazing. All profits are going
towards the costs of refurbishing the village hall. A special thank you to our official
photographer Nigel
Also a huge thank you to Alastair + Ann whose effort and hard work enabled the
evening to take place. Finally
thank you to everyone  who
supported the evening and
hopefully see you all again next
time.
Best wishes
Bill

THE BIG VILLAGE
QUIZ 2023

Margaret + Thomas busy marking the answer sheets

Maggie receiving the blockbuster prize
on behalf of her team  “No Wellie”

R > L  Sue, Ian, Valerie + John, Team Fab Four
the proud winners of the prize for best
performance by a small team.



Paul, Alistair + Ann Team
“Old and New’ who
finished in third place.

Team ‘No Wellie” Our
runners up  R > L Rev.
Jackie, Steve, Maggie,
Lynn, (holding an
envelope  containing a
very large cash
prize!!!!!),
Mark and Joy. (plus
Nigel not in picture)

The evenings winning
team “The B’s who
retained their title having
won last year.
R > L Steve R. Steve W.
Sandra, Lynn, Zoe,
Daniel and Bianco





•National newspapers and magazines, Including Northampton
 Telegraph and Chronicle & Echo, Delivery available.
•Wide range of Children’s Magazines, Toy’s & Activities.
•A full range of Confectionery and Drinks.
•Fresh Local Cakes, Eggs, Bread, Milk & Groceries
•Full Off-licence.
•Great selection of Greetings Cards.
•Utility Bill Payments - Mobile phone Top-ups.
•Local stockist's of Gallone’s Ice Cream
•A full range of Cigarettes, Tobacco, Vapes & Lighters.
•Evri in store service - Collection/Drop Off.
•National Lottery

Join our Facebook page for amazing updates.

EARLS BARTON LOCAL
YOUR LOCAL STORE - FOR NEWS/WINES/FOODS

and much more ……

42 Doddington Road, Earls Barton NN6 0NF
Tel: 01604 811824 email: bartonlocal42@gmail.com

Mon to Sat - 6am to 7pm
Sundays & Bank Holidays

- 7am to 5pm



BUILDING CONTRACTORS LTD
Dovecotes, 5 Barton Fields

Ecton, Northampton,
NN6 0BF

Telephone 07802 836086
buildwithstones@aol.com



Ecton Crossword - Dec/Jan 2023/4

Ecton Odours!
From time to time
we can experience
strong odours.

If you detect a ‘Pong’ you
suspect is from the Treatment
Works, please report it to
 Anglian Water on
 08457 145 145
once a call is logged they can
deal with the problem and
will report back to you.

Fly-tipping
If you come across any

Fly-tipping along the lanes of our
parish, Please report immediately

online at
northnorthants/street-
cleansing/fly-tipping

in the Wellingborough section

Also at
clearwaste.com/flytipping/report
where you can report anonymously

You can also report via the app
LoveCleanStreets

Ecton Post Box Collection Times:

Post Box at Sunnyside:-

Monday to Friday 9:00am and
Saturday 07:00am

Post Box at The Laurels:-

Monday to Friday 9:00am and
Saturday 7:00am

Bin Collection for December 2023 & January 2024
Friday 1st Dec. Black Bin Friday 5th Jan. Green Bin
Friday 8th Dec. Green Bin Friday 12th Jan. Black Bin
Friday 15th Dec. Black Bin Friday 19th Jan. Green Bin
Friday 22nd Dec. Green Bin Friday 26th Jan. Black Bin
Friday 29th Dec. TBC

Crossword design and construction:
Alistair MacRae

Clues marked * are anagrams of TV programmes that will have a Christmas
special this year. The rest are normal clues.



Weston Favell Village

Footcare for the Elderly
Diabetic Foot checks/assessments

Treatment/Advice

Weston Favell Village

for  Skin and Nail problems
Foot and Heel pain

Tel: 07904 061269





www.hamelinpestcontrol.com

info@hamelinpestcontrol.com
01604 374532 / 079 1234 3084

For the effective treatment of :
Bees, Wasps, Ants and Insects

Also Fleas and Bedbugs, Rats, Mice and Squirrels
Fumigation and contract work also carried out.



Crossword Solution - Dec & Jan 2023-4

Lichens

The “Plantlife” charity are currently looking at the role lichens play in
environmental health and our ecosystem, with their project “Shine a Light
on Lichens.” We are lucky enough to have some lichens on our gravestones
in the churchyard and a special survey of these has been taken. Looking at
them up close on stonework and tree/shrub branches you can see their
wonderful shapes, patterns and colours. You probably have some in your
garden or nearby your home. Did you know that long-tailed tits use lichens
in their nest building?

Wishing everyone a happy Christmas and 2024 with time to enjoy and
engage in the natural world on your doorstep.

- Charlotte Eley



TRADITIONAL BUTCHERS & FARM SHOP
SUPPLYING LOCAL PRODUCE TO THE PUBLIC & RESTAURANT TRADE

CHUTNEYS ● CHEESES ● BREAD ● PIES ● BEVERAGES ● EGGS ● FRUITS & VEG ● MEAT BOXES

PLUS A DELI COUNTER SERVING COOKED MEATS & MUCH MORE!

Thomas Farm Shop
Washbrook Lane, Ecton, Northampton NN6 0QU
Opening Times - Tue-Sat: 8am - 4.30pm
Sun: 10am - 3pm  Mon: Closed
T: 01604 811004
E: eastlodgefarm@outlook.com

W H Thomas Butchers Ltd

Free local delivery now available
Order and pay online.
www.northantsmeatco.com

An Idyllic Equestrian Centre in a Fantastic Northamptonshire Location.
Since the centre was established in 1984 we have provided superb facilities combined

with excellent tuition and customer service.

The centre caters for everyone from 2 years of age and from beginner level up to
and including intermediate levels. The team of instructors are mainly BHS qualified

or hold relevant and required equine qualifications. We take pride in the quality
of our horses and how they are looked after.

Our excellent facilities include a:
60 x 20m and a 40 x 20m All Weather Outdoor Arena’s plus a 40 x 20m Indoor Arena

all with automated sprinkler systems and graded daily to create the best possible
surface for horse and rider to enjoy. We also have a lunge pen, set of light weight Poly

Jumps, refreshments and function room including baby changing facility.

East Lodge Farm, Washbrook Lane,
Ecton, Northampton NN6 0QU
T: 01604 810 244  M: 07807 067 747

E: eastlodgefarmequestriancentre@outlook.com
www.eastlodgefarmec.co.uk

Opening Times
Tues - Fri         10:00 to 21:00
Saturday      08:00 to 17:00
Sunday      09:00 to 17:00



What’s On in Ecton - December & January 2023-4 +
 Date Time  Event  Location
Fri 1st Dec   06:30-  Black Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Fri 1st Dec 10:00-12:30  Ecton Brew Coffee Shop  Ecton Village Hall
Sat 2nd Dec  Morning  Tidy Churchyard  Ecton Church
Sun 3rd Dec  10:00-12:00  Christmas Brunch  Ecton Village Hall
Sun 3rd Dec  Afternoon  Live Music - Jazz Band  Three Horseshoes
Wed 6th Dec   Lunch  Ecton View Christmas Lunch  The Worlds End
Wed 6th Dec   20:00-  Ecton Pub Quiz  Three Horseshoes
Fri 8th Dec   06:30-  Green Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Sat 9th Dec  15:30-  Skittles Grand Final 2023  Three Horseshoes
Sun 10th Dec  Afternoon  Live Music - Matt Rees  Three Horseshoes
Wed 13th Dec  11:30-14:30  Ecton Winter Lunch Club  Ecton Village Hall
Fri 15th Dec   06:30-  Black Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Wed 20th Dec   20:00-  Ecton Pub Quiz  Three Horseshoes
Thurs 21st Dec   Evening  The Project Sing Choir  Three Horseshoes
Fri 22nd Dec   06:30-  Green Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Sun 24th Dec   TBC  Live Music - Snog  Three Horseshoes
Thurs 28th Dec   Evening  Open Mike Night  Three Horseshoes
Fri 29th Dec   TBC  Black Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Sun 31st Dec  Evening  New Year’s Eve Disco  Three Horseshoes
January 2024

Wed 3rd Jan   20:00-  Ecton Pub Quiz  Three Horseshoes
Fri 5th Jan   06:30-  Green Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Fri 5th Jan 10:00-12:30  Ecton Brew Coffee Shop  Ecton Village Hall
Sat 6th Jan  Morning  Tidy Churchyard  Ecton Church
Tues 9th Jan  11:30-14:30  Ecton Winter Lunch Club  Ecton Village Hall
Fri 12th Jan   06:30-  Black Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Sun 14th Jan  Afternoon  Live Music - Grande Quattro  Three Horseshoes
Wed 17th Jan   20:00-  Ecton Pub Quiz  Three Horseshoes
Fri 19th Jan  12:00-  EGO’s Lunch  Ecton Village Hall
Thurs 25th Jan   Evening  Open Mike Night  Three Horseshoes
Fri 26th Jan   06:30-  Black Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Sat 27th Jan  TBC  Burns Night  Ecton Village Hall
Wed 31st Jan   20:00-  Ecton Pub Quiz  Three Horseshoes

February
Fri 2nd Feb 10:00-12:30  Ecton Brew Coffee Shop  Ecton Village Hall
Tues 6th Feb  11:30-14:30  Ecton Winter Lunch Club  Ecton Village Hall
Wed 14th Feb   20:00-  Ecton Pub Quiz  Three Horseshoes
Wed 28th Feb   20:00-  Ecton Pub Quiz  Three Horseshoes

All dates & times are subject to change - Please check details with event organisers.




