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Cover Photo:-  Taken by John Crane,
‘Starship to control - I have a problem!’
A rather lost Co-op delivery drone on the
flooded paths of the Pocket park in January

Ecton Church Lottery
Winners for December 2023

1st Prize £50 Maggie Mulvey
2ⁿd Prize £25 Carol & Robert East

Winners for January 2024
1st Prize £50 Betty Shearing
2ⁿd Prize £25 Jane & Ian Wilson



Copy for the March 2024
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By 20th February 2024

Editors Note

www.northampton.minutemanpress.com
01604 493906

Welcome to the first Ecton View of 2024. The editorial team have enjoyed
the break, the balmy weather and the usual Ecton Seasonal delights. But
we have been back in training for the past 2 days and are mostly fit and
raring to go. There is no doubt that January appears to be the longest
month of the year, but the daylight hours are gradually increasing and the
village is coming out of hibernation. So much so that we can let you know
of some events that will definitely bring some warmth to your souls.

The Safari Supper is back with a new date, Saturday 8th June 2024. If you
are new to the village it’s a great way of meeting other Ectonites and
being welcomed into your fellow neighbours homes! More details in this
magazine

If you can’t wait until then, the 18th February see’s the return of Anita's
Famous Toast Sunday at the Three Horseshoes. If you’ve not been before
pop along, Anita will be toasting lots of wonderful things, on a roaring
open fire, with lashing of real butter, lots of different spreads & toppings
and even some Brixworth Paté. All proceeds made on the day go to the
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.

There are also two more Winter Lunch Club events planned in February &
March, excellent food and a good excuse for a chat…. At £2.50 each

See you in March

Wendy





Ecton Village News & Information
EGO’s

Ego’s plan is to meet on the third Friday every month, to enjoy meals and trips
together and most of all enjoy each other’s company. Our numbers are growing
and most months 50+ people come together.
We will meet again on February 23rd 2024,
change of date due to village events.

THE WINTER LUNCH CLUB

Following the success of the first winter lunch club we are pleased to release
further dates as follows:

Tuesday February 6th

 Tuesday March 5th

Please come and join us at the Village Hall for lunch and hot drinks,
an opportunity to meet up with friends and neighbours in a warm space.
Just £2.50, everyone welcome.

CHURCHYARD TIDY

The next Churchyard Tidy will be on Saturday morning 3rd February, then 2nd

March. Throughout 2023 we have been delighted with the help we have
received to keep the churchyard looking good - grass cutting, flower-bed
maintenance, clipping back, maintenance of the wilder areas, clearance of
gullies etc. It is an important space but it does take a lot of looking after - so
thank you to everyone who has helped.

ECTON WALKS 2024

It is nice to see new people joining this group over the course of 2023. If you
would like to join the mailing list please let me know. - nigelbond@talktalk.net. Its
a great way to meet new people, chatter and enjoy the countryside all at the same
time. The next walks will be on Wednesday 14th and Wednesday 28th February, the
first around Harrold Country Park and the village - an easy walk on good paths.
Details will be sent via email beforehand.

ECTON PARISH COUNCIL

There are still vacancies for a Parish Councillor at Ecton Parish Council, for all
those that are interested, please email the Parish Clerk at
clerk@ectonparishcouncil.org.uk.
You can obtain a full copy of the latest Parish Council Minutes. Email:
clerk@ectonparishcouncil.org.uk
Agendas and Minutes can also be downloaded from the website -
www.ectonvillage.co.uk/parish-council/meetings-and-copy-minutes/

mailto:ectonparishcouncil@yahoo.co.uk
www.ectonvillage.co.uk/parish-council/meetings-and-copy-minutes/


Power Data Technologies
Tidy your workspace

Desk power with USB chargers, desk cable management, monitor arms and
much more, see www.powerdatatec.com or email sales@powerdatatec.com

for details, telephone 01604 812004
(office in Earls Barton)

www.powerdatatec.com
mailto:sales@powerdatatec.com


Come along to Ecton Brew every first Friday
of the month from 10am – 12.30pm
at Ecton Village Hall

Hot Drinks, Homemade Cakes, Teacakes &
Toast all at £1 each.

Brew & a Bap
Bacon or Sausage £2.50



Pew Cushions

A huge thank you to all who have sponsored the new pew cushions
in church. We have received enough sponsorship to put cushions in
all pews up the central aisle. The cushions are now in place so do
come and have a look sometime. If you would like to donate
towards further cushions in the side aisles please contact Joy Bond
….joybond@talktalk.net.

Ecton Services for February 2024
Sun 4th Feb  No Service at Ecton. Please join us at one of our other churches

9.30am Holy Communion     Wilby
    11am Holy Communion      Gt Doddington

Tues 6th Feb  10am Holy Communion Ecton

Sun 11th Feb  9.30am  Holy Communion     Ecton

Tues 14th Feb 7.30pm Holy Communion     Wilby

Sun 18th Feb  9.30am Holy Communion     Ecton

Sun 25th Feb  11am Morning Prayer      Ecton



Rector’s Letter
  February 2024

The month of February can be a mixed one weather wise. An old saying
tells us “it will come in black or white” indicating a wet few weeks of
either rain or snow and while the days are slowly getting longer there is
a way to go before the warmer weather arrives. That said there are signs
of spring all around us, with snowdrops and daffodils pushing their way
through the cold earth to brighten the dullest of days, although for some
reason our winter aconites are yet to appear this year.

February also sees the beginning of Lent. Easter is very early this year,
being celebrated on Sunday 31st March. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday,
which this year is on 14th February. There will be a service in Wilby
church at 7.30pm where we will be reminded of our own mortality and
our need of repentance, saying sorry for the things we have done wrong,
and asking for God’s forgiveness.

Lent is a period of 40 days (46 if you include Sundays) reminding us of
the time Jesus spent in the wilderness before his public ministry began.
It is also an opportunity to set aside time to think about Jesus’ life,
ministry and sacrifice, and the way we are living our own lives, as we
wait to celebrate his resurrection at Easter.

This year Ash Wednesday coincides with St Valentine’s Day, a day to
celebrate love. It is through the love of God that we have the world in
which we live and through the sacrifice of his Son that we receive
forgiveness and eternal life in heaven. Jesus came to bring light into
darkness and new life for all. As we make our way through the darkness
of February and Lent let us hold onto the promise of light and new life to
come which hopefully will also include some winter aconites!

Yours in Christ,
Revd. Jackie Buck
01933 631232 jackiebuck@hotmail.co.uk



Come and support the Village Hall
Disco & Supper

to be held on
Saturday 16th March
Everyone Welcome

More details next month



Thanks to everyone who supported our Charity Skittles events last year,
helpers, players and all the staff at The Three Horseshoes.
You raised an amazing £1025 for Wellingborough Dog Welfare Charity,
this was presented to them and will help immensely with all their bills,
as they are entirely self funded.

We look forward to seeing you all again this year, we will be running 3
skittles events at The Three Horseshoes, the chosen charity will be
Alzheimer’s Northampton.

More details to follow soon……





 Dementia Sings Out

An immense heartfelt Thank you to everyone who supported the appeal for
the Dementia Sings Out Christmas Party.
Several people felt moved to support me in the effort to provide party food
and disposable table ware and in fact I was able to fund both of those
requirements and still had £30 in the purse to donate to the charity which
seems to give so much pleasure to so many dementia sufferers in the
Wellingborough area.

On Thursday December 16th more than 150 people together with their
Carers, either from their Homes or with members of their family attended a
wonderful Christmas party enjoying both your generosity, and the hard work
of all the Trustees, members of the Wellingborough Community Gospel Choir
and in addition both BBC Look East and Anglia News who attended and gave
us air and viewing time.  BBC Radio Northampton and Heart Radio were also
present and featured us in their programmes before Christmas.
I hope that many of you will have seen us on the television or heard us on the
radio.

The whole morning was joyous!

Together we have helped to raise the profile of this very prevalent and
seemingly untreatable modern day disease and I am so very grateful to so
many friends here in this lovely village for supporting me in such a worthwhile
cause.

Do remember as we move further into yet another new year that you are
more than welcome to come along to The Compass Church at Meadow Close,
Wellingborough NN8 4BH.
We meet each Thursday morning between 10.30am and 12pm concluding
with coffee and biscuits.
Come and Sing with us and be happy throughout 2024!

Many thanks for your support.  Much love,
Sheila Ingram
Tel: 01604 406038 or 07484731726
The Old Chapel, West Street, Ecton





•National newspapers and magazines, Including Northampton
 Telegraph and Chronicle & Echo, Delivery available.
•Wide range of Children’s Magazines, Toy’s & Activities.
•A full range of Confectionery and Drinks.
•Fresh Local Cakes, Eggs, Bread, Milk & Groceries
•Full Off-licence.
•Great selection of Greetings Cards.
•Utility Bill Payments - Mobile phone Top-ups.
•Local stockist's of Gallone’s Ice Cream
•A full range of Cigarettes, Tobacco, Vapes & Lighters.
•Evri in store service - Collection/Drop Off.
•National Lottery

Join our Facebook page for amazing updates.

EARLS BARTON LOCAL
YOUR LOCAL STORE - FOR NEWS/WINES/FOODS

and much more ……

42 Doddington Road, Earls Barton NN6 0NF
Tel: 01604 811824 email: bartonlocal42@gmail.com

Mon to Sat - 6am to 7pm
Sundays & Bank Holidays

- 7am to 5pm



BUILDING CONTRACTORS LTD
Dovecotes, 5 Barton Fields

Ecton, Northampton,
NN6 0BF

Telephone 07802 836086
buildwithstones@aol.com



Ecton Crossword - February 2024

Ecton Odours!
From time to time
we can experience
strong odours.

If you detect a ‘Pong’ you
suspect is from the Treatment
Works, please report it to
 Anglian Water on
 08457 145 145
once a call is logged they can
deal with the problem and
will report back to you.

Fly-tipping
If you come across any

Fly-tipping along the lanes of our
parish, Please report immediately

online at
northnorthants/street-
cleansing/fly-tipping

in the Wellingborough section

Also at
clearwaste.com/flytipping/report
where you can report anonymously

You can also report via the app
LoveCleanStreets

Ecton Post Box Collection Times:

Post Box at Sunnyside:-

Monday to Friday 9:00am and
Saturday 07:00am

Post Box at The Laurels:-

Monday to Friday 9:00am and
Saturday 7:00am

Bin Collection for February & March 2024
Friday 2nd Feb.. Green Bin Friday 1st Mar. Green Bin
Friday 9th Feb. Black Bin Friday 8th Mar. Black Bin
Friday 16th Feb. Green Bin Friday 15th Mar. Green Bin
Friday 23rd Feb. Black Bin Friday 22nd Mar. Black Bin

Friday 29th Mar. Green Bin

Crossword design and construction:
Alistair MacRae

Clues marked * are all related to an animal which will be very important for
people in China from January 10th. The rest of the clues are normal.



Weston Favell Village

Footcare for the Elderly
Diabetic Foot checks/assessments

Treatment/Advice

Weston Favell Village

for  Skin and Nail problems
Foot and Heel pain

Tel: 07904 061269



            ECTON SAFARI SUPPER
Saturday 15th June 2024

(in aid of Ecton Church)

How does it work? All the guests go on safari, moving from house to
house between courses.  The evening will begin at 7.30pm as we all
meet together in one house for a pre-dinner drink and canapés.
Everyone then moves to different houses - with different groups of
people - for each course.  The evening will end with everyone
together again for cheese, coffee and port.

Who can take part?  Everyone! It’s a great way to meet friends and
neighbours – particularly if you are new to Ecton.  Numbers are
limited to 64 people so initially, tickets on sale for Ecton residents
only.

What do I have to do?  We do need people to host a main course or a
pudding for 8 people, or to bring a plate of canapés to the pre-dinner
drinks house.  If you haven’t hosted before you’ll be extra welcome!
It’s not a cookery competition – simple food is fine.  (There will be a
financial contribution for the food and wine is provided).

What does it cost?  Tickets are £20 per person (and we will be selling
raffle tickets on the night, so please bring some extra pennies with
you!).

More questions or to book a place? Email (smileygrid@yahoo.co.uk)
or ring Tina (07922 321400).



www.hamelinpestcontrol.com

info@hamelinpestcontrol.com
01604 374532 / 079 1234 3084

For the effective treatment of :
Bees, Wasps, Ants and Insects

Also Fleas and Bedbugs, Rats, Mice and Squirrels
Fumigation and contract work also carried out.



Crossword Solution - Feb 2024

Happy New Year

Now is a good time to plan what to grow in the garden this year (if you
haven’t already done it), from fruit/vegetables to flowers that attract birds
and pollinators.

A good time too, to think about visiting gardens, country parks, going for
walks, bus rides or looking out of the window.

Even at this time of year there is always something to see – look out for
snowdrops, catkins, aconites.

There are books and websites to help you learn more about nature,
identification of birds and plants, and read about inspiring people and their
nature/conservation/lifestyle journeys and experiences.

- Charlotte Eley



TRADITIONAL BUTCHERS & FARM SHOP
SUPPLYING LOCAL PRODUCE TO THE PUBLIC & RESTAURANT TRADE

CHUTNEYS ● CHEESES ● BREAD ● PIES ● BEVERAGES ● EGGS ● FRUITS & VEG ● MEAT BOXES

PLUS A DELI COUNTER SERVING COOKED MEATS & MUCH MORE!

Thomas Farm Shop
Washbrook Lane, Ecton, Northampton NN6 0QU
Opening Times - Tue-Sat: 8am - 4.30pm
Sun: 10am - 3pm  Mon: Closed
T: 01604 811004
E: eastlodgefarm@outlook.com

W H Thomas Butchers Ltd

Free local delivery now available
Order and pay online.
www.northantsmeatco.com

An Idyllic Equestrian Centre in a Fantastic Northamptonshire Location.
Since the centre was established in 1984 we have provided superb facilities combined

with excellent tuition and customer service.

The centre caters for everyone from 2 years of age and from beginner level up to
and including intermediate levels. The team of instructors are mainly BHS qualified

or hold relevant and required equine qualifications. We take pride in the quality
of our horses and how they are looked after.

Our excellent facilities include a:
60 x 20m and a 40 x 20m All Weather Outdoor Arena’s plus a 40 x 20m Indoor Arena

all with automated sprinkler systems and graded daily to create the best possible
surface for horse and rider to enjoy. We also have a lunge pen, set of light weight Poly

Jumps, refreshments and function room including baby changing facility.

East Lodge Farm, Washbrook Lane,
Ecton, Northampton NN6 0QU
T: 01604 810 244  M: 07807 067 747

E: eastlodgefarmequestriancentre@outlook.com
www.eastlodgefarmec.co.uk

Opening Times
Tues - Fri         10:00 to 21:00
Saturday      08:00 to 17:00
Sunday      09:00 to 17:00



What’s On in Ecton - February 2024 +
 Date Time  Event  Location
Fri 2nd Feb   06:30-  Green Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Fri 2nd Feb 10:00-12:30  Ecton Brew Coffee Shop  Ecton Village Hall
Sat 3rd Feb  Morning  Tidy Churchyard  Ecton Church
Tues 6th Feb  11:30-14:30  Ecton Winter Lunch Club  Ecton Village Hall
Fri 9th Feb   06:30-  Black Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Wed 14th Feb   20:00-  Ecton Pub Quiz  Three Horseshoes
Fri 16th Feb   06:30-  Green Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Sun 18th Feb  Afternoon  Anita’s Toast Sunday  Three Horseshoes
Fri 23rd Feb   06:30-  Black Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Fri 23rd Feb  12:00-  EGO’s Lunch Meeting  Ecton Village Hall
Sun 25th Feb  Afternoon  Live Music - Brighton Riot  Three Horseshoes
Wed 28th Feb   20:00-  Ecton Pub Quiz  Three Horseshoes
Thur 29th Feb   Evening  Open Mike Night  Three Horseshoes

March
Fri 1st Mar   06:30-  Green Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Fri 1st Mar 10:00-12:30  Ecton Brew Coffee Shop  Ecton Village Hall
Sat 2nd Mar  Morning  Tidy Churchyard  Ecton Church
Tues 5th Mar  11:30-14:30  Ecton Winter Lunch Club  Ecton Village Hall
Fri 8th Mar   06:30-  Black Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Wed 13th Mar   20:00-  Ecton Pub Quiz  Three Horseshoes
Fri 15th Mar   06:30-  Green Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Fri 15th Mar  12:00-  EGO’s Lunch Meeting  Ecton Village Hall
Sat 16th Mar  TBC  Disco and Supper  Ecton Village Hall
Fri 22nd Mar   06:30-  Black Bin Collection  - - - - - -
Sun 24th Mar  Afternoon  Live Music - Matt Rees  Three Horseshoes
Wed 27th Mar   20:00-  Ecton Pub Quiz  Three Horseshoes
Thur 28th Mar   Evening  Open Mike Night  Three Horseshoes
Fri 29th Mar   06:30-  Green Bin Collection  - - - - - -

April
Fri 5th Apr 10:00-12:30  Ecton Brew Coffee Shop  Ecton Village Hall
Sat 6th Apr  Morning  Tidy Churchyard  Ecton Church
Wed 10th Apr   20:00-  Ecton Pub Quiz  Three Horseshoes
Fri 19th Apr  12:00-  EGO’s Lunch Meeting  Ecton Village Hall
Wed 24th Apr   20:00-  Ecton Pub Quiz  Three Horseshoes
Thur 25th Apr   Evening  Open Mike Night  Three Horseshoes

June
Sat 15th June  TBC  Ecton Safari Supper - - - - - -

All dates & times are subject to change - Please check details with event organisers.




