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ECTON VIEW NewsECTON VIEW News
Welcome to the May edition of Ecton view, produced by the Village Hall
Committee (by the way, our Village Hall AGM is on the 21 , all welcome).
There are a couple of big events for your diaries, centred on the Village
Hall, for all our community to enjoy.

st

 

As well as our regular events, Ecton Brew and EGO’s, we have VE day
celebrations, a themed day commemorating the freedoms we enjoy in
Britain today won by the sacrifices of ordinary men and women 80 years
ago. Invitations have been delivered to every address in Ecton, don’t
forget to get bunting set up for the day. The village always looks
fantastic when we go to town on these occasions. Also, we would love
to display copies of any photos you have of either the original VE day
celebrations or from past years’ parties.

Ecton residents are also invited to our version of Britain’s “Big Lunch” on
June 8 , save the date.th

The remarkably mild Spring weather so far has resulted some stunning
displays of blossom around our little community, with bold displays of
colour from Cherry trees, Magnolias and Camellias creating a significant
kickstart to the gardening year, and our usual fantastic displays of
Wisteria are just getting started. 

We encourage contributions to this magazine from all the village
residents. If you have thoughts or advice you want to share, a story to
tell or you want to celebrate home grown achievements, you can email
us or speak to any member of the Village Hall committee. It is clear from
Facebook posts that we have some very competent photographers in
the village. If you have any seasonal pictures that would suit the
magazine cover, we would love to use them.

www.northampton.minutemanpress.com

01604 493906

Template Design by Dolphin Outsourcing
www.dolphin-outsourcing.co.uk
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Cover Photo:- Taken by John Crane April 2025 in Ecton churchyard





Ecton Village InformationEcton Village Information
ECTON GOLDEN OLDIES (EGO’s)
See page 13 for further details.

OPEN CHURCH & CHURCHYARD TIDY
The next dates for the tidy and open church are 3rd May and 7 June.

Come along and give us a hand to keep the churchyard tidy, or just come for a
coffee and bikkies.

ECTON BELL RINGERS
The Ecton Bell ringing Band meet at 7.30pm until 9pm on most Wednesday
evenings at St Mary Magdalene Church, Ecton. Everyone is welcome. For more
information contact David on 01604 407145.

ECTON VILLAGE HALL
See pages 16 & 17 for further details

ECTON WALKS 2025
Ecton Walks are continuing this year with two walks per month on the first and
third Wednesdays. If you prefer a short walk - up to 3 miles - come along on the
third Wednesday and if you prefer a longer stride - 5-8 miles - come along on the
first Wednesday. I try to factor in a coffee stop where I can. We meet at the
Shrine at 9.30am. I have an email circulation for more information about the
individual walks, car seat availability etc. If you would like to join the walks/email
list please let me know by email - nigelbond@talktalk.net.

Walks in May - 7th long walk, 21st short walk

ECTON PARISH COUNCIL
The Ecton Parish Council has it’s full compliment of 9 councillors.
You can obtain a full copy of the latest Parish Council Minutes.
Email:clerk@ectonparishcouncil.org.uk Agendas and Minutes can also be
downloaded from the website -www.ectonvillage.co.uk/parish-council/meetings-
and-copy-minutes/
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Copy for the JUNE 2025 magazine 
to : ectonviewmagazine@outlook.com 

or phone 07770 335107
By 22nd May 2025



Sun 4th May 6pm VE/VJ Day Service Ecton  

Tues 6th May 10am Holy Communion  Ecton 

Sun 11th May 9.30am Holy Communion Ecton  

Sun 18th May 9.30am Holy Communion Ecton  

Sun 25th May 11am Morning Prayer Ecton  

Thur 29th May 7.30pm Holy Communion Ecton  

Ascension Day
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Ecton Services for May 2025Ecton Services for May 2025

Please contact Charlotte Eley 01604 891109 if you need a lift to a service

                              

 

Ecton Church 
Sunday 4th May 6pm 

All Welcome 

 
A Service of Commemoration 

of the 80th Anniversary
of VE/VJ Day 

Songs of Praise 
 Wednesday 18th June 2pm 

Ecton Village Hall

Singing from 2pm Refreshments 3pm

All Welcome 



As we enter the month of May the spring flowers of the past couple of months are
beginning to fade away, their welcome pastel colours being overtaken by the
bright colours of summer. And those of us who grow vegetables will have been
busy planting seeds, in the hope of some homegrown produce later in the year.

The Church has always been in tune with the seasons and so it is no surprise that
May is the month in which we have Rogation Days. The word “rogation” is from the
Latin rogare, which means “to ask” and on these days the Church has traditionally
offered prayers for God’s blessings on the fruits of the earth and the labours of
those who produce our food.

The Days of Rogation fall three days before Ascension Day, which this year is on
Thursday 29  May. Ascension Day is the day Jesus returned to heaven after
spending 40 days on earth, after the Resurrection and will be celebrated with a
service of Holy Communion on Thursday 29  May 7.30pm at Ecton Church.
Everyone is welcome to join us.

th

th

It is also this month that the Church holds its annual Thy Kingdom Come Event.
This event started out as an invitation from the Archbishops’ of Canterbury and
York in 2016 asking the Church of England to pray especially between Ascension
Day and Pentecost (the day the Holy Spirit came). It is now an international and
ecumenical call to prayer throughout the Church of England and other Churches.
 More details can be found on the website  https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
This year our Benefice event is at Wilby Church on Saturday 31st May 10am – 12
noon.

There will be prayer stations around the church and an opportunity to spend time
quietly engaging with various prayer activities. There will also be free booklets to
aid daily prayer and suggestions of how to pray for others.

Maybe you have something you want to ask God for; something to thank Him for or
maybe you would just like to come and spend some quiet time in the church. If so,
do come along, you will be made most welcome.

Yours in Christ,
Revd. Jackie Buck
01933 631232

Rector’s Letter May 2025Rector’s Letter May 2025
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The 8th May 2025, marks the historic 80th anniversary of VE Day, with the
end of Word War II in Europe.

On Sunday 4th May 2025, Ecton Village Hall will be joining peoples,
families and communities of our great nation to unite and celebrate 80
years of peace and pay tribute to those who fought for the freedom we all
enjoy today and act as a powerful reminder of the resilience and unity
that have defined our country ever since.

All are welcome to join us at this memorable event. The event is free and
we encourage you to bring a picnic and dress up in 40’s style clothing.
We will start the event by re-enacting what happened 80 years ago by
“Doing the Conga” from the War Memorial down to the Village Hall. Once
at the Hall you can look forward to being entertained with live 40's music
from “Maggie May”. In addition there will be a bouncy castle, games, old
fashioned sweets stall, a memorabilia display and the bar will also be
open.

Please put up flags/bunting in your streets to celebrate the occasion.

Sunday 4 May 2025
 Ecton Village Hall from 2pm



https://www.northants.police.uk/ro/report/rti/
rti-beta-2.1/report-a-road-traffic-incident/

To  report a road traffic incident:

Copy the link below  in to your browser or scan the QR Code

https://snap.northants.police.uk/snap

To submit your footage:
Copy the link below  in to your browser or scan the QR Code

https://www.northamptonshiretalking.co.uk/

To sign up to receive a regular newsletter from the police:
Copy the link below  in to your browser or scan the QR Code
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TheBigLunch.com

When & where:

You’re invited to:

food and fun!
Join us for

The Big Lunch brings millions
of people together to share
friendship, food and fun in their
communities – join in!

Made possible by Partnered by

Ecton’s Big LunchEcton’s Big Lunch
Sunday June 8th from 1pm at the Village Hall
for Roast lunch (incl. Veg option) only £5 per

person (children free).

To book your place contact Sally Jones, 07850
416429 or Claire Reid, 07962 079564 by June 2nd





ECTON GOLDEN OLDIES

We enjoyed a lovely meal provided by Steph in April and Kathy organised a
gigantic Easter tombola, everyone a winner. Thanks to Steph and Kathy for
all their hard work.

Our next get together in May is on the 16 , 12 for 12.30 pm when we will be
enjoying a buffet lunch provided by Anita. In addition Paul has offered to
provide advice and help as follows:

th

IT clinic

Help in answering your IT queries relating to phones, tablets, laptops and
PCs.

Help in installing an App or software.

Know which App to use to perform specific tasks.

Paul cannot help with device or hardware repairs.

Looking forward to seeing everyone.

Sally Jones

Dates for this year: May 16th, June 20th, July 18th, August 15th, September
19th, October 17th, November 21st, December tbc
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Did you know??

Ecton has its very own Café … Ecton Brew

Ecton Brew opens its doors on every first Friday of the month at Ecton
Village Hall (10:00 - 12:00) serving freshly brewed hot drinks including
‘Ecton Brew’ our very own coffee blend (this is available to buy at the
café, ground or beans)

We also serve homemade cakes baked by Ecton Villagers, teacakes and
our famous ‘Brew & Bap’ sausage or bacon roll deal.

We would like to introduce a ‘Guest Baker’ each month. Could you make
your ‘Signature Cake’ for the café?  if so please contact me.

Claire 07962 079564



Power Data Technologies
Tidy your workspace

Desk power with USB chargers, desk cable management, monitor
arms and much more, see www.powerdatatec.com or
emailsales@powerdatatec.com for details, 
telephone 01604 812004 (office in Earls Barton)

https://www.powerdatatec.com/
mailto:sales@powerdatatec.com
https://www.powerdatatec.com/
mailto:sales@powerdatatec.com




Main Hall Only Main Hall & Lounge

Ecton Parish
Residents Regular Hire £7.50 per hour £12.50 per hour

Occasional Hire £12.00 per hour £17.00 per hour

Non Residents Regular Hire £15.00 per hour £20.00 per hour

Occasional Hire £18.00 per hour £23.00 per hour

Ecton Village Hall 

Requests for booking to be made to the Bookings Clerk who confirms
availability and price depending on whether hirer is an Ecton resident or
not. 

Email: evhbookings@gmail.com 

We are so lucky to have such a lovely venue in our village. It is also a
great building to host parties and other events and includes the main hall,
lounge and outside area, all of which can be hired for competitive rates. 

There are two possible hires; the
Main Hall or the Main Hall plus
the Lounge. The hire rates are: 

Rates of Hire 
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Planned Village Events for your diary

VE day celebration Sunday 4th May – afternoon and early evening
Ecton Big Lunch Sunday June 8th - Lunchtime
Ecton BBQ Saturday 19th July – Daytime
Event TBC September
Autumn Quiz Saturday 22nd November
Christmas Brunch Sunday 7th December
Christmas starters Saturday 20th December – 7pm 

Regular Village Hall Hirers
The village hall is a community resource which hosts a number of regular
hirers who provide a range of groups. 

Monday
Morning: Pilates – Laura Longstaff 07912 022912 SHEvolutionfit@gmail.com

Afternoon: Art Class - Derek Geater 01933 381848 djgartist@hotmail.com

Evening: Action for Children youth group – Tonice Da-Costa 07977 672185

tonice.dacosta@actionforcihldren.org.uk

Tuesday
Morning: Stay and Play – Eventstylingbystacey Contactable via Facebook & Instagram

Or Email on eventstylingbystacey@gmail.com or www.eventstylingbystacey.com

Evening: Step By Step Dance School Ecton - Helen Bond 07753 868734 

Facebook: Step by Step Dance School/Ecton

Wednesday

Morning: Splat Messy Play - Jasmine Hammond 07929 331060

jasmine@splatmessyplay.co.uk

Thursday

Morning: Pilates - Paula Donovan - 07790 541064 - Facebook: Well Being Pilates

Evening: Project Sing Choir – Chris Startup – 07841 425835 chriskstartup@gmail.com

Friday
Morning: Ecton Brew 1st Friday of the month 

EGOs 3rd Friday of the month 
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The next Ecton History Group meeting will be on Wednesday 25̆̉ th June
at the Three Horseshoes, 8pm, please send any topics or ideas for
discussion by email to our new address ectonhistory@outlook.com

437 years ago on 18̆̉ th May 1588, the Spanish Armada set sail towards
England, after encountering violent storms, they returned to gather again
and set sail on 12̆̉ th July. In anticipation of this invasion a series of
Beacons were placed at strategic high points from the south coast right
up to York. There were 5 Beacons in Northamptonshire, one of which
was on the top of Ecton Church tower. When the fleet was spotted off
the Cornish Coast on 19̆̉ th July the first beacon was lit, this started the
chain of beacons, which passed the signal all the way up to York within
just 12 hours. Battles ensued and by October all surviving ships were on
their way back to Spain.

In July 1988, to commemorate 400 years since the Spanish Armada,
Ecton held a Beacon Festival, some of our Ecton residents may
remember it well.

There was an Elizabethan Banquet, Tea Towels and Goblets for sale, a
book of Favourite Recipes, First Day Covers and a Pig Roast as well as
other events over the weekend. 90% of the profits going, rather
appropriately, to necessary
repairs to the Church Tower.

Ecton certainly knows how to
throw a party!

If you have any memories or
photos from this event you
would like to share, please
let me know.

Wendy Stephens

Ecton History
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BUILDING CONTRACTORS LTD

Dovecotes, 5 Barton Fields
Ecton, Northampton,

NN6 0BF
Telephone 07802 836086
buildwithstones@aol.com



Ecton Parish Council - Fly Tipping

We at Ecton Parish Council, like fellow villagers are completely fed
up with the regular occurrence of fly-tipping which occurs in Lower
Ecton Lane.

To be honest, I can't remember a Parish Council meeting where this
particular subject is not discussed!!

However, to let everyone know, we are always asking North &
West Northants councils to come up with a solution, and you may
have seen more councillors getting on board recently with our
requests for something to be done, although I suspect elections in
May might be behind some of this.

To be frank, I am surprised no one has been injured and hurt with
the way the road is left at times, especially with logs and rubble
being left on blind corners etc, so something definitely has to be
done!

Recent developments have been the organisation of an inter-
departmental meeting of various agencies so both councils North
and West now talk to each other, with the parish, police/fire etc to
discuss the problem and hopefully find a solution.

Early days at the moment to mention any outcomes, but we will be
keeping the pressure on. For example to have those caught
prosecuted, then named and shamed etc..

One change has been to Ecton Tip, which going to be open 7 days
a week. Although I am sceptical that the planned closure at 4pm,
and not the current 6pm, might mean more evening dumping?
Guess we'll have to monitor and complain again, if this does occur.
We're always happy to discuss problems and solutions from fellow
residents, so please let us know what we're getting right/wrong.

Ian - Chair Ecton Parish Council
21
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May Crossword

Solution on page 27Crossword compiled by Alistair MacRae.
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Clues marked * are cryptic and are all sort of linked to the 5th and 26th of May. The rest of the
clues are normal.

Across
1   Problem solvers (15)
9   Patron saint of children, jobs and health (7)

4
5
6
7
8
11
12
14
16
19
21
22
23
24
25
26
30
31
32
33
35

South African golfer Ernie ___ (3)
Has someone been causing starts? * (4)
Eight in Italian (4)
4 down was known as "The Big ___" (4)
Cutting handtools (4)
Northernmost ocean (6)
Catch in a trap (7)
Submissive (4)
Largest continent (4)
Cocktail of gin, vermouth and Campari (7)
Brothers John and David * (6)
Person who foretells (4)
Aligned (8)
Etc (2,6)
Excellent (3-5)
Golfer's warning (4)
Apparatus for weaving (4)
Portent of good or evil (4)
Small island (4)
Of similar character (4)
Zero (3)

10  Motel in Psycho (5)
13  Abbreviations formed by initials (8)
15  Easternmost country in continental Africa (7)
17  Stand near crackers * (9)
18  More liquid than usual (5)
20  Serbian-American inventor 1856-1943 (5)
22  Twenty (5)
27  Fashion from the past (5)
28  Region we know as Burgundy (9)
29  Famous girls' school near Brighton (7)
30  King of Sparta (8)
34  Capital of Belarus (5)
35  Wasn't ET around? * (7)
36  City in North Rhine-Westphalia (15)

Down
1   1970's album by Carole King (8)
2   Add decorative items (8)
3   A sly crab mutates * (8)





BE SCAM AWARE
Officers from Northamptonshire Police’s Economic Crime Unit are warning
the public about a group of rogue traders who have been attempting to
scam vulnerable people in the county.

The national message is to Take Five to stop fraud.  STOP – CHALLENGE –
PROTECT 

STOP – take a moment to stop and think before parting with your money or
information.

CHALLENGE – could it be fake? It’s ok to reject, refuse or ignore any
requests. Only criminals will try to rush or panic you.

PROTECT – Contact your bank immediately if you think you’ve been
scammed, either via online banking or by dialling 159 and when prompted
asking for the fraud team of your bank. You should also report to Action
Fraud on 0300 123 2040.

Remember: 
Most genuine companies will send a letter before they visit.

If you do open the door, put the chain on first.

Always ask for ID, close the door and check it with the company before
letting them into your home (do not call the number given on the card, it
may be fake). You may find the telephone number on one of your bills or
the internet.

Genuine callers don’t mind checks, they want to keep you safe. 

If in doubt, DO NOT OPEN THE DOOR!

GARDENING MAINTENANCE
For all your general gardening maintenance needs!
Lawn cutting, repairs, turf laying, pruning of shrubs, bulb planting,
border mulching.
Or if you need to chat through your ideas for what you’d like to see
happen in your garden, I would love to help you to create your
vision!
Call, Richard on 07583 994532
Several satisfied repeat clients in the village





The beavers seem to be settling in well at Nene Wetlands
according to the latest report from the wardens, who are
monitoring them.

Hedgehogs are out of hibernation and you can register ones you
spot on Hedgehog Street, which will give vital information on
where they are and how they are faring.

Think about planting for wildlife, especially nectar rich flowers for
bees and other insects and plants with seeds that will attract birds.
Reed Buntings (seed eaters) can often be seen in gardens these
days, particularly in winter and the beginning of spring, before they
move to wetland areas to breed. 

I have seen two European Hornets recently, thankfully not the
Asian ones, which are a serious danger to our already struggling
bee population.

Charlotte Eley

Crossword SolutionCrossword Solution
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Buses To N'ton

X47 08:18

X46 08:20

X46 08:48

X47 09:10

X46 09:39

X47 10:08

X46 10:29

X47 11:01

X46 11:27

X47 12:01

X46 12:27

X47 12:51

X46 13:27

X47 13:51

X46 14:27

X47 14:51

X46 15:29

X47 15:51

X46 16:28

X47 16:51

X46 17:44

X47 17:58

X46 18:42

X47 19:02

X46 19:38

X47 19:59

BusesTo W'boro

X47 08:00

X46 08:14

X47 08:58

X46 09:14

X47 09:49

X46 10:14

X47 10:49

X46 11:14

X47 11:49

X46 12:14

X47 12:49

X46 13:14

X47 13:49

X46 14:14

X47 14:49

X46 15:19

X47 15:58

X46 16:25

X47 17:00

X46 17:25

X47 17:57

X46 18:22

X47 18:46

X46 19:27

X47 19:44

Bin Collected from 6.30am

May June July

2nd Black 6th Green 4th Green

9th Green 13th Black 11th Black

16th Black 20th Green 18th Green

23rd Green 27th Black 25th Black

30th Black

Post Box at Sunnyside:-
Monday to Friday 9:00am and

Saturday 07:00am
Post Box at The Laurels:-

Monday to Friday 9:00am and
Saturday 7:00am

Ecton Post Box Collection Times:Ecton Post Box Collection Times: Ecton Odours!Ecton Odours!

If you come across any Fly-tipping along
the lanes of our parish, Please report
immediately online at
northnorthants/street-cleansing/fly-
tipping in the Wellingborough section.

Also at
clearwaste.com/flytipping/report
where you can report anonymously.

You can also report via the app
LoveCleanStreets.

FlytippingFlytipping

From time to time we can experience strong
odours.
If you detect a ‘Pong’ you suspect is from the
Treatment Works, please report it to
Anglian Water on 08457 145 145 

once a call is logged they can deal with the
problem and will report back to you.

General Information

Bus Timetable - M-F 
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Fix My StreetFix My Street
Many highway and public access items can
be reported to "Fix My Street" at
https://highways.northnorthants.gov.uk/

This covers a wide range of concerns
including pot holes, abandoned vehicles,
dog fouling, fly tipping, obstructive
vegetation and so on.

HGVsHGVs
The Parish Council have received a few items
about HGVs going through the village. The
correct response is to report them to the
police via 101 or DVSA Intelligence unit
enquiries@dvsa.gov.uk Telephone: 0800 030
4103 Monday to Friday, 7:30am to 6pm.

However, vehicles exceeding 7.5tonnes are
allowed for access. This includes builders'
merchants, skip lorries, the bin lorries, pub
deliveries and so on.

, (Sat & Sun may differ)

visit https://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables

https://highways.northnorthants.gov.uk/
mailto:enquiries@dvsa.gov.uk?subject=Report%20about%20an%20HGV,%20driver%20or%20company
https://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables




Date Time Event Location

May

Thu 1st May 07:00 - 22:00 Local Elections Ecton Village Hall

Fri 2nd May Black Bin Collection

Fri 2nd May Ecton Brew Ecton Village Hall

Fri 2nd May Morris Men Dancing 3 Horseshoes 

Sun 4th May 12:00 - 20:00 VE Day celebration Ecton Village Hall

Sun 4th May Live evening music - Matt Rees Band 3 Horseshoes 

Fri 9th May Green Bin Collection

Sat 10  Mayth Live evening music - Joe Corkham 3 Horseshoes 

Wed 14th May 20:00 Pub Quiz 3 Horseshoes 

Fri 16th May Black Bin Collection

Fri 16th May EGOs Ecton Village Hall

Sun 18th May Live music with Brighton Riot 3 Horseshoes 

Wed 21  Mayst 19:00
Ecton Village Hall Annual General
Meeting

Ecton Village Hall

Fri 23rd May Green Bin Collection

Wed 28th May 20:00 Pub Quiz 3 Horseshoes 

Thu 29  Mayth Open Mike Night 3 Horseshoes 

Fri 30th May Black Bin Collection

June

Fri 6  Junth Green Bin Collection

Fri 6  Junth Ecton Brew Ecton Village Hall

Sun 8  Junth 13:00 The Big Lunch Ecton Village Hall

Fri 13th Jun Black Bin Collection

Fri 20th Jun Green Bin Collection

Fri 20th Jun EGOs Ecton Village Hall

Fri 27th Jun Black Bin Collection

What’s On in Ecton 
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