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01604 407145
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David Dicks
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Thomas Coulter-Brophy
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North Northants Council
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Earls Barton Ward - Councillors
Scott Brown - 07791 870235
scott.brown@northnorthants.gov.uk

Vicki Jessop - 
vicki.jessop@northnorthants.gov.uk

Ecton Village Hall
Bookings: Helen Bond - 07753 868734
evhbookings@gmail.com

EGOs
Pat MacRae - 01604 402582

Pre & Primary School
Head: Kate Cleaver - 01604 409213

Our community police officer for Ecton
PCSO 7059 GARETH CROSS 
Police Community Support Officer 
Tel: 101 ext 343706 Mob: 07557 778049 
Email: gareth.cross@northants.police.co.uk 
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Welcome to the September edition of the Ecton View.

August was another interesting month weatherwise. We
experienced our fourth heatwave of the summer, only 5.8mm (1/4
inch) of rain and winds gusting up to 48kph (30mph). So many of
our gardens are looking brown due to the lack of rain. However, the
dry weather has meant our local farmers have been busy
harvesting the grain in the fields surrounding the village.

August saw us sadly lose another long standing resident and
character of the village in Paul (Porky) Powell. See page 19 for a
small tribute to “Porky”.

As “Porky’s” funeral is being held on September 5  there will be
no coffee morning at the Village Hall. The next coffee morning will
be on October 3rd.

th

There a two charity events taking place in September. Killer
Skittles on the 6  and MacMillan coffee morning on the 26 . Full
details on both these events can be found in the magazine.

th th

Take a look through this edition of Ecton View as there is always
something to look forward to in Ecton. 





Ecton Village InformationEcton Village Information
ECTON GOLDEN OLDIES (EGOs)
See page 11 for further details.

OPEN CHURCH & CHURCHYARD TIDY
The next dates for the care of the churchyard and open church are 6
September and 4  October.

th

th

Come along and give us a hand to keep the churchyard tidy, or just come for a
coffee and bikkies.

ECTON BELL RINGERS
The Ecton Bell ringing Band meet at 7.30pm until 9pm on most Wednesday
evenings at St Mary Magdalene Church, Ecton. Everyone is welcome. For more
information contact David on 01604 407145.

ECTON VILLAGE HALL
See pages 16 & 17 for further details

ECTON WALKS 2025
I try to do one long walk (5-7 miles) and one short walk (no more than 3 miles)
each month I try to factor in a coffee stop where I can. We meet at the Shrine at
9.30am. I have an email circulation for more information about the individual
walks, car seat availability etc. If you would like to join the walks/email list please
let me know by email - nigelbond@talktalk.net.

Walks in September - 10th long walk, 24th short walk
Walks in October - 15th long walk, 29th short walk

ECTON PARISH COUNCIL
The Ecton Parish Council has 8 of it’s compliment of 9 councillors.
You can obtain a full copy of the latest Parish Council Minutes.
Email:clerk@ectonparishcouncil.org.uk Agendas and Minutes can also be
downloaded from the website -www.ectonvillage.co.uk/parish-council/meetings-
and-copy-minutes/
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Copy for the OCTOBER 2025 magazine 
to : ectonviewmagazine@outlook.com 

or phone 07770 335107
By 23rd September 2025



Craig Wright Memorial Charity Skittles

Killer Skittles
at The Three Horseshoes

Saturday 6th September 2025
Registration - 3.30pm 

Play starts 4pm prompt 
Entry Fee - £2.50 per person

Everyone Welcome
 Cash Prizes for Winner, Runner Up

& Highest Score
 Light Bites afterwards 
Raffle & Football Card

 

 

Thank You For Your Support

Proceeds to
Northamptonshire

Carers
Registered Charity

No 1061417



Ecton Churchyard

While we are happy for dogs to be walked through the churchyard they must be
kept on a short lead at all times and any dog mess cleared up immediately by the
owner. Leaving dog mess is not only unsightly, but it can also create potential
health risks, especially to children. We appreciate that most owners are
responsible but unfortunately dog mess has recently been found on some of the
graves. This is distressing for families and shouldn’t be happening. It is the Law that
dog owners pick up their dog mess and failure to do so can result in a fine. Let’s
please keep our churchyard pleasant for everyone.

Revd. Jackie Buck

Rector
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Wed 3  Septemberrd Songs of Praise Ecton Village Hall

Sun 7  Septemberth No Service at Ecton

Please join us at one of our other
churches.

9.30am Holy Communion Wilby

11am Holy Communion Great Doddington

Tue 9th September 10am Holy Communion Ecton 

Sun 14th September 9.30am Holy Communion Ecton  

Sun 21st September 9.30am Holy Communion Ecton  

Sun 28th September 11am Harvest Morning Prayer Ecton  
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Ecton Services for September 2025Ecton Services for September 2025

Please contact Charlotte Eley 01604 891109 if you need a lift to a service

                              

Encouraging Wildlife in our churchyard

We are continuing to develop the churchyard; have you noticed the bees
balancing on the lavender, the sunflowers with so many seeds now the
flowers are fading, or the number of ox-eyed daisies and buttercups that
spread in the summer? We are planning more spring bulbs and wild area,
herbs and flowers. We would welcome anyone who would like to be
involved so please join us on the first Saturday of each month. The
churchyard is an important community space. We need ideas and
enthusiasm to encourage wildlife, enjoy working together and relaxing
over refreshments. Thank you to John Crane for the photo of the
sunflowers last month.

Anne Henderson



The month of September brings us to the start of autumn and harvest time,
a time to give thanks to God for his many gifts to us in creation. Here in our
three parishes, we are fortunate to be surrounded by fields, producing
either valuable crops or grazing for cattle or sheep. To be so close to
nature and the rhythm of the seasons is such a blessing and reminds us
every day of both the beauty and challenges of our world. Please do spare
a thought and prayer this month for all farmers, who do an amazing job in
often difficult circumstances.
 

As part of our thanksgiving for God’s creation we will have our traditional
Harvest Festival Services as follows:
 

St Mary the Virgin, Wilby – Sunday 28th September 9.30am (Holy
Communion)
St Mary Magdalene, Ecton – Sunday 28  September 11am (Morning
Prayer)

th

St Nicholas, Great Doddington –Sunday 5th October 11am (Holy
Communion)

At these services we ask for gifts of non-perishable goods to be brought,
these will then be given to the Daylight Centre and Food Bank in
Wellingborough. The services will be about an hour in length and will
include traditional harvest hymns and refreshments afterwards. 

On Sunday 5  October 3pm at Ecton church we have our annual Benefice
Memorial Service. A service to remember and give thanks for the lives of
those who have died, it is a service for everyone, whether your loss is
recent or many years ago. The service will be about 45 minutes and will
include hymns, readings, a short address, prayers and the opportunity to
light a candle in memory of our loved ones. Refreshments will be served
afterwards.

th

Do please join us for any of our services, you will be made most welcome.

Yours in Christ,

Revd. Jackie Buck

01933 631232

Rector’s Letter September 2025Rector’s Letter September 2025
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ECTON GOLDEN OLDIES

Thanks everyone for your understanding that the volunteers welcome your help
when we meet up and we are going to try and simplify the meals we provide.

For the rest of the year the arrangements are as follows:
September 19th - Afternoon Tea - starts at 2pm (please note the later time)
October 17th - lunch as usual 12 for 12.30pm November 21st - trip to Bell Plantation
- we will leave the village about 10.30am returning 4.30pm ish.
December 4th - Christmas lunch at The Worlds End- final details to be confirmed 

See you on the 19th.
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Did you know??

Ecton has its very own Café … Ecton Brew, run by volunteers. If you would like to
join the friendly pool of helpers contact Claire.

Ecton Brew opens its doors on every first Friday of the month at Ecton Village
Hall (10:00 - 12:00) serving freshly brewed hot drinks including ‘Ecton Brew’ our
very own coffee blend (this is available to buy at the café, ground or beans)

We also serve homemade cakes baked by Ecton Villagers, teacakes and our
famous ‘Brew & Bap’ sausage or bacon roll deal.

We have introduced a ‘Guest Baker’ each month. Could you make your ‘Signature
Cake’ for the café?  if so please contact me.

Claire 07962 079564

GARDENING MAINTENANCE
For all your general gardening maintenance needs!
Lawn cutting, repairs, turf laying, pruning of shrubs, bulb planting,
border mulching.
Or if you need to chat through your ideas for what you’d like to see
happen in your garden, I would love to help you to create your
vision!
Call, Richard on 07583 994532
Several satisfied repeat clients in the village



Power Data Technologies
Tidy your workspace

Desk power with USB chargers, desk cable management, monitor
arms and much more, see www.powerdatatec.com or
emailsales@powerdatatec.com for details, 
telephone 01604 812004 (office in Earls Barton)

https://www.powerdatatec.com/
mailto:sales@powerdatatec.com
https://www.powerdatatec.com/
mailto:sales@powerdatatec.com
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John & Martha Van 1736 - 1811
At the beginning of June 2025, when I was helping to tidy the Churchyard
with the other volunteers, I came across John Van, his and his Wife’s
Grave Stones, made of Leicestershire Slate, were both very over grown
with Ivy & Brambles, after clearing them I was keen to find out more about
John & Martha.

Part of Johns Inscription reads - Sacred to the Memory of John Van, Forty
years Master of the Free-School of the Parish who departed this life on
the 5  November 1811, aged 75 years after a lingering illness, which he
bore with the most patient fortitude, leaving his Wife and seven Children
to lament his loss.

th

John & Martha were Schoolmaster & Schoolmistress of the School for
Poor Children which was built in 1752, they would have also lived there
with their 7 Children. - More Research to follow.
Their Daughter Martha was Baptised at Ecton 23std July 1775, I found the
entry after a bit of searching on Ancestry as it had been miss-transcribed
as - July 23std Martha, Daughter of John Schoolmaster & Martha his Wife.

Our next two Ecton History Meetings will be Wednesdays 3rd September
& 1st October at 8pm in the Skittles Room at The Three Horseshoes, look
forward to seeing you all then. - Wendy Stephens.

Before After
Martha on the Left
& John on the Right



Main Hall Only Main Hall & Lounge

Ecton Parish
Residents Regular Hire £7.50 per hour £12.50 per hour

Occasional Hire £12.00 per hour £17.00 per hour

Non Residents Regular Hire £15.00 per hour £20.00 per hour

Occasional Hire £18.00 per hour £23.00 per hour

Ecton Village Hall 

Requests for booking to be made to the Bookings Clerk who confirms
availability and price depending on whether hirer is an Ecton resident or
not. 

Email: evhbookings@gmail.com 

We are so lucky to have such a lovely venue in our village. It is also a
great building to host parties and other events and includes the main hall,
lounge and outside area, all of which can be hired for competitive rates. 

There are two possible hires; the
Main Hall or the Main Hall plus
the Lounge. The hire rates are: 

Rates of Hire 

16



Planned Village Events for your diary

Race Night Friday 10  Octoberth

Table Top Sales Sunday 19  Octoberth

Autumn Quiz Saturday 22nd November
Christmas Brunch Sunday 7th December
Christmas starters Saturday 20th December – 7pm 

Regular Village Hall Hirers
The village hall is a community resource which hosts a number of regular
hirers who provide a range of groups. 

Monday
Morning: Pilates – Laura Longstaff 07912 022912 SHEvolutionfit@gmail.com

Afternoon: Art Class - Derek Geater 01933 381848 djgartist@hotmail.com

Evening: Action for Children youth group – Tonice Da-Costa 07977 672185

tonice.dacosta@actionforcihldren.org.uk

Tuesday
Evening: Step By Step Dance School Ecton - Helen Bond 07753 868734 

Facebook: Step by Step Dance School/Ecton

Wednesday

Morning: Splat Messy Play - Jasmine Hammond 07929 331060

jasmine@splatmessyplay.co.uk

Thursday

Morning: Pilates - Paula Donovan - 07790 541064 - Facebook: Well Being Pilates

Evening: Project Sing Choir – Chris Startup – 07841 425835 chriskstartup@gmail.com

Friday
Morning: Ecton Brew 1st Friday of the month 

EGOs 3rd Friday of the month 

Morning: Stay and Play –2  & 4  Friday of the month; Eventstylingbystacey

Contactable via Facebook & Instagram Or Email on eventstylingbystacey@gmail.com

or www.eventstylingbystacey.com

nd th
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mailto:eventstylingbystacey@gmail.com
http://www.eventstylingbystacey.com/
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Community Page
As many of you may know it is with great sadness that Paul (Porky)
Powell passed away in August.His funeral will be held on on Friday
September 5th. 

Born and bred in the village, he was an integral part of life in Ecton
and both of the village pubs.

He was a real character and he will be sadly missed by all. 
Our Condolences to Miranda, Nigel and family. 

All our love from all of the staff at The Three Horseshoes and Ecton
View Magazine xxx
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OVER 25 YEARS
AND STILL GOING STRONG!!!!

 THE
RETURN OF THE

 QUIZ
AT THE

THREE HORSESHOES
ECTON

 Northamptonshire’s longest running quiz.
Everyone welcome.

Why not join us on the following dates
where you are assured of a warm and

friendly welcome…..
September 24th,

 October 8th, October 22nd, November 5th,
November 19 , December 3 , December 17th.  th rd

. 
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The UK Government will conduct a
nationwide test of the Emergency Alerts
system at 3pm on Sunday 7 September
2025.
 
The Emergency Alerts system is designed to
warn people of life-threatening situations,
such as extreme weather, flooding or fires.

The test is part of the Government’s Resilience Action Plan to
ensure the system works effectively and that the public is familiar
with it. During the test, mobile phones will vibrate and make a loud
siren sound for roughly ten seconds, even if they are set to silent. A
message will also appear on phone screens, making it clear the
alert is only a test.

Council cracks down on illegal disposal of white goods

Items in good condition could be donated to local charities for
reuse or taken to your local recycling site for disposal.
 

You could book a Bulky Item Collection via the North Northants
website.
 

· If you choose to use a private waste carrier, always make sure
they are registered and ask for a waste transfer note - this
document proves your waste was handed over responsibly and
legally. Without it, you could be held liable if the items are fly-
tipped.

Wellingborough Waste Enforcement
Team is reminding residents to dispose
of white goods - such as fridges,
freezers and washing machines -
safely and legally.



BUILDING CONTRACTORS LTD

Dovecotes, 5 Barton Fields
Ecton, Northampton,

NN6 0BF
Telephone 07802 836086
buildwithstones@aol.com
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SEPTEMBER CROSSWORD

Solution on page 27Crossword compiled by Alistair MacRae.





Let us hope that we have a more “normal” autumn after such a hard
summer for many. People, animals, gardens & countryside have suffered,
although fruit and berries seem to have fared very well. There is a tinge
of red in the hedgerows as berries ripen ready for the birds & creatures
to eat and store for winter. If you go foraging for fruit/berries do leave
some for our wild friends.
I have been reading about how to create a habitat for stag beetles in a
bucket buried in the garden! There is advice and videos on how to do this
if you google “bury a bucket 4 beetles”. Sounds like something children
would love to do. I will certainly have a go!

Charlotte Eley

Crossword SolutionCrossword Solution
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Berries and Beetles
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Buses To N'ton

X46 07:39

X47 08:14

X46 08:48

X47 09:10

X46 09:39

X47 10:08

X46 10:29

X47 11:01

X46 11:27

X47 12:01

X46 12:27

X47 12:51

X46 13:27

X47 13:51

X46 14:27

X47 14:51

X46 15:29

X47 15:51

X46 16:28

X47 16:51

X46 17:44

X47 17:58

X46 18:42

X47 19:02

X46 19:38

X47 19:59

BusesTo W'boro

X47 08:00

X46 08:14

X47 08:58

X46 09:14

X47 09:49

X46 10:14

X47 10:49

X46 11:14

X47 11:49

X46 12:14

X47 12:49

X46 13:14

X47 13:49

X46 14:14

X47 14:49

X46 15:22

X47 16:00

X46 16:28
X47 17:03
X46 17:26
X47 17:57

X46 18:22

X47 18:46

X46 19:27

X47 19:44

Bin Collected from 6.30am

September October November

5th Black 3rd Black 7th Green

12th Green 10th Green 14th Black

19th Black 17th Black 21st Green

26th Green 24th Green 28th Black

31st Black

visit https://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables

Post Box at Sunnyside:-
Monday to Friday 9:00am and

Saturday 07:00am
Post Box at The Laurels:-

Monday to Friday 9:00am and
Saturday 7:00am

Ecton Post Box Collection Times:Ecton Post Box Collection Times: Ecton Odours!Ecton Odours!

If you come across any Fly-tipping along
the lanes of our parish, Please report
immediately online at
northnorthants/street-cleansing/fly-
tipping in the Wellingborough section.

Also at clearwaste.com/flytipping/report
where you can report anonymously.

You can also report via the app
LoveCleanStreets.

FlytippingFlytipping

From time to time we can experience strong
odours.
If you detect a ‘Pong’ you suspect is from the
Treatment Works, please report it to
Anglian Water on 08457 145 145 

once a call is logged they can deal with the
problem and will report back to you.

General Information

Bus Timetable - M-F 

29

Fix My StreetFix My Street
Many highway and public access items can
be reported to "Fix My Street" at
https://highways.northnorthants.gov.uk/

This covers a wide range of concerns
including pot holes, abandoned vehicles,
dog fouling, fly tipping, obstructive
vegetation and so on.

HGVsHGVs
The Parish Council have received a few items
about HGVs going through the village. The
correct response is to report them to the
police via 101 or DVSA Intelligence unit
enquiries@dvsa.gov.uk Telephone: 0800 030
4103 Monday to Friday, 7:30am to 6pm.

However, vehicles exceeding 7.5tonnes are
allowed for access. This includes builders'
merchants, skip lorries, the bin lorries, pub
deliveries and so on.

, (Sat & Sun may differ)

Escaped Livestock!Escaped Livestock!
If you come across escaped livestock on our
streets please contact the farmer David Penn
on 07802 296323. You may also need to
contact the police on 101.

https://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables
https://highways.northnorthants.gov.uk/
mailto:enquiries@dvsa.gov.uk?subject=Report%20about%20an%20HGV,%20driver%20or%20company




Date Time Event Location

September

Wed 3  Seprd 20:00 History Society 3 Horsehoes

Fri 5  Septh Black Bin Collection

Sat 6  Septh 15:30 Killer Skittles 3 Horsehoes

Fri 12  Septh Green Bin Collection

Sun 14  Septh Live Music Hayley & Heavy Beats 3 Horsehoes

Fri 19  Septh Black Bin Collection

Fri 19  Septh 14:00 EGOs Ecton Village Hall

Wed 24  Septh 20:00 Quiz Night 3 Horsehoes

Thu 25  Septh Open Mike Night 3 Horsehoes

Fri 26  Septh Green Bin Collection

Fri 26  Septh 10.00-12.00 Macmillan Coffee Morning Ecton Church

October

Wed 1  Octrst 20:00 History Society 3 Horsehoes

Fri 3  Octrd Black Bin Collection

Fri 3  Octrd 10:00 Ecton Brew Ecton Village Hall

Sun 5  Octth Live Music King Gambit 3 Horsehoes

Wed 8  Octth 20:00 Quiz Night 3 Horsehoes

Fri 10  Octth Green Bin Collection

Fri 10  Octth Race Night Ecton Village Hall

Fri 17  Octth Black Bin Collection

Fri 17  Octth 12:00 EGOs Ecton Village Hall

Sun 19  Octth Table Top Sale Ecton Village Hall

Wed 22  Octnd 20:00 Quiz Night 3 Horsehoes

Fri 24  Octth Green Bin Collection

Thu 30  Octth Open Mike Night 3 Horsehoes

What’s On in Ecton 
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